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Editors Page “Old Orr’s Almanac ”

Everyone is jumping up and down praising Moyes and saying you're not moaning
now George, well let’s think about this, | am not moaning now because Baines is at
left back, Hibbert is at Right Back, Lescott is back in the middle and some of the
youngsters are getting a game, isn’t that why we were moaning, now Moyes is doing
exactly what we asked for why should we moan. We wanted players to be played in
their rightful position. It's Moyes who has changed not me, he has had to adjust and
play them players, it has been forced on him. But even then when young Gosling had
a blinder at Boro he was dropped for the next game to allow an injured Osman a
game, he had to limp off and Gosling comes on and scores, will he keep his place??
Kenwright then goes and says he is one of the great managersil!l1?272722777?
Moyes has won nothing and in fact out of the teams in the Premiership at the moment
only Efc and Fulham have failed to get to Wembley or The Millennium in the last 13
years. Moyes has been here for six and a half of those years, so how come he is a
Great Manager when Boro, Wigan, West Ham, Blackburn , Bolton, Portsmouth etc
have all given their fans a day out to remember, we have Oldham and Shrewsbury
defeats to our name. And while | am on about Kenwright, | would like to know why the
AGM was cancelled last year.

Aston Villa at home and a fine example of just how easily pleased Evertonians are
under Moyes, we outplay them but pass the ball to them three time to score. We
thought we had earned a draw at home in the dying minutes, Goodison went berserk
celebrating a HOME DRAW against a poor Villa, then we give them the game. Moyes
says he thought we played well, if giving the ball to the opposition three times for
them to score is playing well then maybe | should stop watching football.

Man City away and the no forwards plan, Everton at last didn’t by pass the midfield
with long balls they passed and played good football and they deserved their win
Chelsea at home and this time we did play well Mr Moyes we had players who were in
their rightful positions, they knew where the other players where ,it was not off the
cuff football it was old time Everton quality and passion and we should have won.
Middlesboro away once again we show how a structured Everton can play football,
Gosling gets his long awaited chance and plays great, we get another deserved win.
Sunderland at home young Gosling dropped to bench for an unfit Osman, but that

aside the rest of the team are in their best positions and we destroy a very poor

Sunderland team .| had put a bet on 4-0 but typical Everton win 3-0 and leave me
skint, at least it will please Moyes. -

January sales, the Window is open, Kenwright says there will be new players, well we
will see, but the way we are playing through the midfield with skill and flair you
would wonder why we would want a Big Centre Forward, if Saha gets fit he would be
ideal to play in the fast flowing Everton formation, playing the ball of the ground,
through Cahill, Arteta, Osman, or Gosling and getting the ball to Saha is what most
- Evertonians want to see, for too long under Moyes we have watched talented players
having to run around like lost souls now there is a chance to get us to play quality
football, | have always said there isn’t much wrong with the team it was the tactics. If
Pienaar improves his passing then we will rip some teams apart and maybe one of
those teams might be our convict friends from across the Park.

Macclesfield away in the Cup and a cold bleak place, the ground was not brilliant and
it's some time since | stood at a game and | don’t want to stand again. We made hard
work of an easy job but we are through and that’s all that matters.
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A new Everton book ~ 100 Greatest Everton Moments — self published by Simon Paul, who
runs the NSNO website, got me thinking about my own favourite Everton moment.

For nearly a quarter of a century I’ve watched Everton through thick and, predominantly,
thin, witnessing this great club sail the heights and the sink the depths — and then some
more. I'm just about old enough to have seen an Everton league championship won. I was
at Wembley when Paul Rideout seemed to hang in the air for an age as he headed us to FA
Cup Final victory. I was right behind Barry Horne’s thunderbolt against Wimbledon in
1994, and in a surge of ecstasy and relief somehow found myself on the pitch after it. I wit-
nessed the 4-4 draw, the Spurs semi, the horror and joy of Coventry in 1998, Wayne
Rooney’s arrival on the scene and Big Dunc’s first and last stands — against Liverpool in
'94 and Man Utd eleven years later. By happy slight of fortune it took me nearly 20 years to
see a derby defeat, and I've seen several unforgettable victories over our neighbours and
rivals. But for me, my favourite Everton moment came not in a Cup Final or against oppo-
nents of any great lustre; the victory it secured ultimately meant little, but to me, and the

8,000 or so fans with me, it meant everything at the time.

It was November 2008 and Everton were playing in the group stage of the UEFA Cup — an
eccentric and elongated way of whittling down the competitions last 40 teams into 32 by way
of four matches. We were drawn against 1FC Nuremburg and, never having been to a Euro-
pean away, knew this was the opportunity I needed to take. Thousands of others like me
seemed to have the same idea, so when we arrived in the old German city on the day of the
match it had been invaded by men in blue and white shirts. Disembarking from the ICE
train we could hear the cries in the distance: Everfon, Everton, Everton! We joined in and
made merry, revelling in our host’s extraordinary hospitality and drinking the city dry. The
game itself was a tight affair, though dominated by Everton. Only in the last ten minutes was
the deadlock broken with the introduction of the quick powerful striker, Victor Anichebe,
like me a Crosby lad. He surged into the German penalty area and was hauled down for a
penalty, which Mikel Arteta scored. A few minutes later he broke down the right, shrugged
off his marker and from-an oblique angle struck a magnificent second. We bounced up and

down in the chill German night singing those lovely words: Everton, Everton, Everton!

Afterwards we found a cavernous Bier Cellar, its vast dimensions at least the length and
breadth of a football pitch, which was swiftly taken over by a thousand or more Everto-

nians. A young boy led the singing atop a fifty foot long trestle table resplendent in empty
glasses. We drank from steins the size of mop buckets, sang and cheered ourselves hoarse

and danced until our tired limbs ached from the exertion.

All day and all night this handsome medieval city had seemed to shake from the sound of
Evertonians. For me, this was the Everton experience of a lifetime, the definitive show of
Evertonian nationalism if you like. It was a fabulous reminder of the very special hold this
club has over me, and the hearts and minds of thousands of others like me. I will never ever

forget it, and I doubt that anyone else who was there will either.

A e

Writing in last month’s Four Four Two, its columnist, the Daily Telegraph reporter, Henry
Winter, wrote in praise of the recently retired Alan Stubbs. According to Winter, Stubbs was

one of the last good guys in English football and because of this, the end of his career was
something to mourn (continued on page 5)
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I had to take issue with this portrayal of the recently retired Stubbs as
a paradigm of virtuosity in the 'cynical world' of modern football.

It's true that we Evertonians respect him for his courageous battle against
cancer and he seldom let us down as a solid if not somewhat unremarkable
centre half. Like many of Everton's players he participated in community
work, notably at Rhys Jones's funeral. But in common with the majority of
modern footballers Stubbs's first loyalty was always to himself.

But where this impression of a man of great integrity came from, I was un-
sure. Could it be the time that he egged Wayne Rooney - the most promising
teenager to emerge at Goodison since Tommy Lawton - 'to move to a bigger
club’ when the agent he and Rooney shared was agitating for the player's
move to Manchester United? Or, when having helped Everton qualify for the
Champions League, he walked out of the club to get a better contract else-
where?

Or, while still in a strop over the aforementioned contract, this so-called
""good bloke" dragged Everton's good name through the tabloid press by
falsely claiming they had insisted on a contractual clause enabling them to
cancel it if his cancer returned? Or maybe it was his fronting the club's un-
derhand propaganda effort to move Everton to Kirkby - a switch that any
right-minded Evertonian now regards as the helght of madness. -

Still, David Moyes must have seen somethmg in him because he brought him
back (to shrugs of ambivalence) as a player in 2006, and recently as a coach.

But when Evertonians look back over past captains and great servants to the
club, they will think of the likes of Dave Watson, Kevin Ratcliffe and Brlan

Labone - men of substance and mettle, not Alan Stubbs.

Still Henry Winter didn’t entirely miss the pmnt with his article, he just got
the wrong man. This summer a man of great integrity. A generous supporter
of charity crucial component to the Moyes-led revival and loved by the fans
left the club. He did so he could spend more time with his family, including a
handicapped son. His absence has been felt by us all in a disappointing start

to the season, His name? The unheralded Lee Carsley

James Corbett




THE LIFE AND TIMES OF GEORGE MAMHMON

The following is a fuller version of the speech givenr at the Everton
Shareholders’ Forum on © December 2008.

It seems ironic that we're gathered here in the "Grand Oild Lady’' of Goodison
FPark under the cloud of a public enquiry as the current board 00K tO move to
a new stadium, in the centennial anniversary of the death of the man who was
inatrumental in, probably, the most famous grouncd mave in the history of
football — Mr. George Mahon. '

George was born in Liverpool in around 18854 (Note: After speaking to
rmembers of George’'s family omn the night, we have subsequently found out
that George was borr in Liverpool/ on 7 July 1853 and sadly passed away on
9 December 1908), but whilat he was still a child, his family moved over to
Irelancd. It was in the Emerald Isle that George was educated, however, he
returned to his native Liverpool and became a senior partner in Roose, Mahon
& Howard, a leading accaountancy firm at the time, who weare based in North
John Street. In fact, such was George’'s prowess with ledgers and balance
sheaets that he was often saelected as the court’'s accountant by various
Liverpool courthouses to settle debts to creditors in numerous bankruptcy

CasSas.

As well as being quite adept with figures, George was also a proud church-
going man, and was a member of the congregation of the church, who's
Sunday School football team, which was originally started by Reverend Ben
Swift Chambers, would eventually transform itself to become one of thhe Mmost
famous names in British, and World, football -~ that church being, of course,

St. Domingos,

George Mahon was the church organist at St. Domingo, and also a member
of the Great Homer Street Waesleyan Choir. He often accompanied the choir
at concerts given by them using amn American organ — which was a slightly
unusual Instrument to use at the time, with most accompanists preferring a

standard pianoc or church organ.

However, it wasn't just George’'s accountancy and musical skills that were In
demand. He often gave lectures to various Wesleyan groups around the
raegion. One in particular was given to the Anfield Wesleyan Literary Society
entitled “An hour with nature’'s little things” and dealt with the insects and such
other life that could be seen around the ponds of the local parks. This lecture
received very high praise in the local press, and also saw one of the earlfiest
useas of a hydrogen microscope, which projected samples of the small
creatures Geaorge was talking about, onto a screen for the benefit of the
audience — who must have stared in wonder at 10 foot long dragonflias an

the like on the wall in front of them. T ‘ T -

So, George Mahon was an accountant, an organist and a lecturer. And
remember, this was before he even became interested in football. But
George had another string to his bow, he was a leading member in local

politics and this would see him cross paths with a man, who would become an
adversary in another matter later in his busy social life — Mr. John Houlding.

In the late 1800's, the political landscape in Liverpool was completely different
to that of today as Liverpool was ruled by the Conservative party, however,
things were starting to change as voters became more aware of the wide
scale drink problem throughout Britain at the time, and the Liberals were
starting to make inroads into the core Tory vote — and George Mahon was
one of those L iberals. - |

One of the main policies of the Liberal party at the time was a strong anti-
drinking stance and thay continually reinforced the close ties between the
demon drink, via the brewing industry, and the Conservatives, as well as the
links betweaeen alcohol, the levels of crime and the poor housing in the city at
the time — in fact, the level of crime in Liverpool accounted for one tenth of all
crime reparted in the country as a whole, whiist the population was only one

fortieth of tha country’s population. ‘

This anti-social, and anti-drinking stance of the Liberals, sought 10 reinforce
that the local Conservative party hierarchy inciuded such brewers as '
Archibald Salvidge and John Houlding as well as one of the most famous of
Liverpaol's brewers John Cain. And it seemed to work, as in 1892 Liverpool
saw the end of the Conservative hold on the Council — which had lasted for 34
years previously. & - i =i 23 if ~

And it was these local pdltlm that saw John Houlding and Geémﬁ Mahon
sparring for the first time, and it didn’'t make Houlding a happy man.

in 1887, George Mahon had stood as the Liberal candidate in the elections to
the Walton Local Board, and had narmrowly defeated the Tory councillor Dr.
John Utting., who was John Houlding’'s protégé at the time.

Two vears later, in 1889, George Mahon was fulfiling the capacity of returning
officer for the Walton division of the Lancashire County Council, and further
enraged Houlding by rejecting the nomination of Sir David Radcliffe on a
technicality. At the time, Houlding was Radcliffe’'s election agent and made all
kinds of accusations that Mahon and the Liberals had thwarted Radcliffe’'s

election drive — all of them unsubstantiated.

But enough of local politics and back to what we khow and love — football. It
is known that George was not a great fan of the hustie and bustie of Victorian
football. but apparently that all changed on a bright and windy Monday in May
1886, when the up and coming Everton team played against a very strong
side from Lancashire by the name of Preston North End. Whiist the Freston
team ran out 2:1 winners that day, George had seen something that he liked —
mavybe it was the way Everton kept plugging away after going 2:0 down in the
first half, especially when FPreston cleared several shots off the goal line or
when other attempts by the Everton forwards just grazed the woodwork. In
fact, Everton were uniucky not to come away with a draw or even an historic
victory - things never appear t©o change. Anyway, it seems that George
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Mahon had apparently felt the sarme thing that the Goldarn Vision had felt

when he signed for Everton in 1960, and maybe he would echo Alex Young's

se .
...2-.“;5'_'"“ that "Once Everton has touched you, things will never be the

Whatever it was that touched Geo .
rge, he became one of Everton's me
— 8 Mmove that would see him become one of the main players in the —

boardroom struggles of Everton and aventually to gain, what must be the

It all started with one of George Mahon's earfier '
political adversari e
guttéldlnn. As Evertonians we've all read, or Know, about the nt::y";f th..i':.hn
thau ® between Houlding and Mahon — indeed it was top-billing not just within
Sports sections of the Iocal prese at the time, but also Iin the news and

politics sections — in fact, looking at the split into Mmore detail shows up that the

two factions in the 1892 dispute were aligned ve closealy with the liti
lggdnmnu at the time. On one side we have ..lala:l Hnuldﬁl’ng. Slmur?gut:l?knd
win Berry — all of whom had links to the Conservative party as well as the
vlarlous commiittees and associations related to the drinks trade. The other
side, led by George Mahon, were all members of various Liberal associations

= .
c-r‘\:c::#ing Dr. James Clement Baxter, Williarm Clayton and a mrl:ain Willlum

So with the club being split from what a '

Ppears to be a political standpoint,
there appears to be some suggestion that Houlding and G © Mahon were
resuming the petty squabbles that had sarlier dogged both of them in the
political arena, and had now arrived at the doorstep of Everton.

To explain in full the feud between John Houlding and the other Everton

members at the time would probably take a whole night in itself, but the basics

are that, from 1882 onwards Everton were being asked by John Houlding and

John Orrell, a fellow brewer, to Pay & combined total of £370 pear vear in rent —

which was something the rebels. as th |
prepared to accept. o9 . ey became known at the time, were not

In 1891, on 12 October, at a meeating in the lecture h eg

. all of the Coll e bas
iNn Shaw Street, John Houlding relayed the terms that John Orrell and hlm:glf
were prepared to asaccept, which remained at £370 per yvyear — and let it be
Known that no deviation from this figure would be entertained.

At this point, things became more interestin as John Houldi
Ma:wun both announced that the club nhoulduba set up anun Lrl‘rgnl?:dd g:;r&.ny
;—;1 : mc::at ur;l':anrd of in thn:u days. Football clubs were seen to be run under
S g:.a se of "Sports Clubs” with members paying & fee each vear, however,
- Plans of both George Mahon and John Houlding would see a change in

e way football clubs were run Iin the future. However despite having similar

When he became manager in March Z002 Dawvid M
a oyes ultered a singl
tEhrm word phrase that has Nnow become something o¥ a second m::ttngf;r
vaerton — that phrase was, of course., “The People’'s Club”. However, if we
delve into the history of Everton, and the move from Anfield to Goodison Park,

we see that t was George Mahon who could i
the whole “People’'s Club” ethos. aim to be the man who started

John Houlding's proposal was that each member of the compan
woul
:‘ham each, with the remainder being bought ocut by those whpu n);:uld a?fcg;t l:.-
aturally, as with most things — money could buy vyou power, especially as
that the proposal also stated that no more than 500 members would be
allowed tc: have any of the 12,000 shares. In other words, 11,500 shares
would be “up for grabs” to those who could afford to pay for thhem.

When this was first proposed to thhe membearshi

P George Mahon was,
seemingly. outraged and jet the current president knawof his displeasure,
stating that each member should get “7 or 8 shares each at least” with

;gs::;r mMmember wryly noting that “those with longest purses woulid holild the

The counter proposal from George. clear! = =
i v showi his “"People’'s ub”
:tl::::id that there would be only SO0 shares in tha?::?ub. with npo macrz:b:r weh
o ng more thanmn 10 npareu each. To quote George Mahon himself, this was
done on the basis that “we would rather have a large number of individual
applications so that there will be more supporters of the club.”

Figures show how wildily different the values of Mahon and Houldin
a';:pamntly were. George Mahon's proposal, which leaned more to&rarda the
:1 arec pawer ethos, spread the power amongst thhe members as following the

hava to ocodison Park in 1892, the 10 original directors owned just 69 if the
shares in the club, which rose to 7% in 1902. Contrast this with John

Houlding’s Liverpool and his apparent power
original 8 directors owned 52% Zfama o?ub i LTS SRS g

But moving back to 1892, a special genearal meeting was conve

Street, and the articulate George Mahon let it be kngown thhat Hoz?ddlr::us s

gnmar-hungry Proposal would not be entertained and, having worked tirelessiy
enind the scenes, stated that if Houlding wasn't pPrepared to negotiate thhen

Eve‘rton wnul«g have to move to a new ground. One wag shouted out “yver

can’'t find one”. George Mahon then retorted with the phrase, “I've got one in

MYy pocket”. What was in his pocket was an option to lease some land by the

name of Mere Green Field. Less than 2 months later. in Mar

" > ch 1892,
Houlding was expeliled as President of Everton at another special gan;’:?n.?n
meeating, and George Mahon was installed as Chairrman.

INn actual fact, the repels had caused reverberations in the local news. with

Liverpool Review producing the famous “kickin 4
O of King John'” drawing. a
the Liverpool Echo praising George Mahon and his foltgwom for gattlr?g ﬂgdaf
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Houlding who was described as “essentially a one man govearnment at
Everton Football Club™

However, things didn't get sasier for George, as he and the rest of Everton’'s
members then started on the unenviable task of converting the waste ground
of Mere Green into a football stadium.

Mere Graen was actually owned by Christopher Laeyland, and Everton rented
the land from him until they were in a pasition to buy it. However, the most
prassing task was to turn Mere Green Field into a football stadium within 6
monthsa! A local man by the name of Mr. Barton agreed to clear the debris,
install a basic dmainage system and re-sod the field. Another local, Mr,
FPrescott was then approached to provide his services as an architect and
surveyor, whilst the Walton buillders, Kelly Brothers were employead to buliid
two enclosures at the end of the pitch and other building works on the site.

Thanks to an interest free loan from his friend Dr. Baxter, George Mahon and
his cohorts had managed to turn a desolate desert, as it was originally
described, into one of the country’s top football stadium within the 6 months
they had originally set themselves, and so, on 24 August 1892, George
presided over a celsbratory dinner at the Adelphi Hotel which preceeded the
official opening of the stadium at which 12,000 pecple were present — and
was conducted by the President of the Football Association, Lord Kinnaird.

"Behold Goodison Park! No single picture coulid take in the entire scene the
ground presents. [t is so magnificently large, that it rivals the greater
American baseball pitches”. These were the opening words of a piece
describing this great ground in the ‘Out of Doors’ publication in October 1892,
However, 2 months earlier the Liverpool Echo provided a rough sketch of how
the ground looked, with the following words — “The place has been
transformed from a morass into one of the best enclosures it is possible o
clap eyes on” — high praise indeed for George and his followers,

One of the questions us Evertonians are often asked is why the ground is
called Goodison Park. Unfortunately, the club’s minute books — which thanks

to Dr. David France have been saved for the future generations of
Evertonians — only give us the following:

Rescoilved the Football Ground be called Goodison Park — that’'s it just a single
line detailing the naming of one of the most famous grounds in football. No
mention is made as to why this name was chosen — but we can gleam the
reason why by delving into local history.

As Goadison Road was already in place, theare is appears 1o be no mystery as
to why we ended up with the name Goodison Park. However, there is some
mystery as to how Goodison Road ended up with it's title. Ken Rogers’
Centenary History on Goodison Park telis us that the most probable reason
was that It was named after a Leeds born civil engineer, George Goodison
who provided a sawage report to the Walton Local Board in the mid 1800's,

thhe same board wiho would later see George Mahon elaected as one of it's
members.

Geaorge Mahon's legacy. Goodison Park, was so far ahead of it's time in those
days, that t was chosen to host the 1894 F.A. Cup Final. This was the first
tirmea theat the F.A, Cup firal had been heid at a League ground, and also it was
the firast time that a Second Division ciub had won the trophy — with Notts
County beating Boliton Wanderers 4:1 thanks to & hat-trick from Jimmy Logan
— only the second ever haj-trick in a Cup final after Bill Townley's three goals
in the 1890 Final — and, since then, only matched by Stan Mortensen's hat-
trick in thhe “Matthews Final™ of 198583.

In fact, it remained as one of the country's top football grounds for over 70
vears, and was awarded one of the greatest accolades in football when it was
chosen to host a World Cup Semi final — an honour which had been bestowed
on Vina del Mar, the home of our Chilean counterparts, CD Everton, 4 years
previously.

Omn 22 March 1895, at a genaral meeting. George Mahon told the assembled
shareholders, that the ciub could finally buy Goodison Park. Relying on his
accountancy skills and his articulate debating skills, George Mahon argued

he case to buy the ground with the utmost professionalism, even referring to
he fact that, at Goodison Park, the club would be purchasing a site which was
25% bigger, but at a lesser cost than Anfield was in 1892. In fact, Everton
were buving Goodison Park at £650 less thhan Anfield was offered to them
three years previouslily. The result was that the motion to purchase Goodison

FPark was passed — unanimously.

Howeaver, the purchase of the ground and the subsequent mprovements did
cause some problems at Everton — so much so, that in June 1895, George
Mahon resigned as chairman of Everton, a post taken up by his friend Dr.
Clement James Baxter. The raason for his departure was cited as due 1o
administrative problems. Howeaever, George vwas so highly thought of by the
other officers, and the shareholders of the club that he was persuaded to
remalin on the board of directors.

Another problem that led to his departure as Chairman appeared to be that
George’'s busy social life had an adverse effect on his health. In fact in 1896,
we KkKnow that Mahon tried to recuperate by taking & holiday in Tenerifa,
Despite a reduction in his busy schedules, just 12 vears later in 1908, George

Mahon sadly pasaad away.

However, George Mahon's final days at the cilub should be remembered with
much fondness by Evertonians as one of the last things he did for Everton as
Chairman was to promote to the board of directora — one Willilam C. Cuff — a
fellow congregational member at St. Dormingo’s all those years ago.

in 1908, Everton and Liverpool got together to forrm a new senjor League

within the Liverpool area. PFPreviously, most teams played in the various
leagues that had sprung up in Lancashire, however, despite the North West

8
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being the primary source of these leagues, there were a number of clubs from
the Midlands and the North East that also took part. As a result of this, a :
number of Liverpool’s more senior clubs were finding it difficult to fund their
travels to these ‘far-flung’ destinations. The new League was called the
Liverpool County Football Combination, and the League championship trophy
was Kindly provided by Frederick Stanley, the 16th Earl of Derby, who, in
1892 presented a trophy to be presented annually to Canada’s Champion
Hogkey Club, and is still presented today to the winners of North America’s
National Hockey League — but you may know it as The Stanley Cup, the
oldest professional sports award in North America. Everton kindly provided a

trophy for a knockout competition, and it was, appropriately, named after the
man who had_ sadly passed away not long before the League was created.
That trophy sits here tonight, the George Mahon Cup. SEE TR

This trophy has been contested for since 1909, and has either been shared or
awarded to the winners on 94 occassions. 'Perhaps fittingly, the first team to
successfully defend the trophy was Everton’s A team who won the 1934
competition, emulating their success the previous season. In fact, Everton's A
team had won the trophy more times than anyone else until 1964, when
Guinness Exports matched Everton's total with their fifth cup victory. Andit
‘wasn't until 1991 when Waterioo Dock won the competition for the sixth time

that Everton’s record was finally eclipsed. .

However, whilst the recent winners of the George Mahon Cub are a mynad of
amateur teams based in the Liverpool area, the earlier winners boast more
well-known non-League names with the likes of Skelmersdale United, Marine,

Burscough and South Liverpool proudly boasting of their achievements in this |

competition in their honours lists. Sy
Itis, perhaps, fittingly that in what many call Everton’s greatest ever season S ,
1984-85, that the George Mahon Cup was won by Littlewood’s Athletic—a

~leam drawn from the company founded by another great Everton chairman —
Sir John Moores.: |

A number of Everton historians, myself included, say that Will Cuff was the
father of Everton, and if that is true then George Mahon can claimtobe the
grand-father. However, at times there are some people who say thatif
George Mahon and his cohorts had a little foresight when dealing with John
Houlding in 1891, then maybe the world would be Kopite free — usually

uttered after a derby defeat. However, | like to think that George Mahon had

a lot of foresight and saw the kind of glory hunters associated with our |
neighbours across the park, and decided to bail us out while he could =no
“Badgeman” for Everton. - | i3if |

In short, Geprge Mahon was an intellectual, an accountant of high standing,
- an accomplished organist, an active member of the local church, a political

activist, maybe even a radical but perhaps most importantly of all — like us —
he was an Evertonian. :

Steve Flanagan

. . steve.flanagan@gmail.com |
Steve has kindly allowed me to reproduce this article and I
thank him for his kindness and passion for E.F.C. George Orr



Robert Elstone the acting Chief Executive
of Everton Football Club and Dayvid
IFrance the assembler of the Greatest
| Football Memorabilia Collection in  the
World.

Both were at the George Malmn nght
held by Everton Shareholders Association.
| Paul Wharton and Ann Asquith from the
| Association made this a truly special
| night and thanks must go to them for
| putting it on and arranging the buffet and
inviting the Special Guests

The George Mahon Cup and The Origi- |
nal Hammer and Trowel that were used |
to lay the Foundation Stone of St Do—
mingo’s Church.

The George Mahon Cup is still played
for today and it has been awarded 94
times to teams like Skelmersdale, Ma-
'rine, Everton A and other nuteworthy |
clubs on Merseyside.

Peter Lupson author i}'f Thank Gq_d For
= | Football gave a talk on how St Domingo’s
" || Church Cricket Team Lead to the forma-

- tion of Everton football Club. He also
explained how he tracked down the lost
grave of the man who was responsible for
it all happening. Benjamin Swift Cham-
bers. It was a fascinating talk and very
informative. If you want to know more
| about Peters work and about the Start of

Everton F.C. then buy the book .
Isbn 973—1-902694-30-6 £9, 99

Steve Flanagan gave a talk on the life of [ o = T 0
George Mahon which is reproduced on | S ngrevE ol Tamepbetlt
pages 6-7-8-9 in this issue. T .
Steve is an Everton Historian and statisti- . s G -
cian, he contributes to the hnlliant tnffee— ek T, el |

S T % W 1} _
On the night members of George Mahon’s s aiak i;. E;:;_
| family were in the audience and they were - St o -
| impressed by just how much Evertonians . .- 7.
revere the name of Mahon, the man whe e oy WL ESEGR

stood up to John Houlding and caused

Everton to leave Anfield

s

All photographs copyright of lan McDonald who kindly allowed Blue Blood to use them
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The History Of Everton Reserves

Steve Flanagan who is an Evertonian who compiles everything of interest from the early
days of Everton Football Club he has kindly allowed me to reproduce the charts that show
the progress of Everton reserves from 1891 until 2008 it has been a labour of love for Steve
to do this but it is very hard work and I appreciate his help with Blue Blood I will put some
charts in every issue and if you need any more info on anything Everton contact Steve on
steve.flanagan@gmail.com. You can see more of Steve's work on the excellent toffeeweb

site . |

1919 - 1820 1920 - 192 _
Contral Loag Central Laag

P..% ¢ | o & B , R: % 6 | o e

Biackpool Reserves 2 6 e 1 ™ 5 =B Manchester United Reserves S 20 5§ 11 w02 s =
Aston Villa Reserves @ 2 4 12 104 6 88 Crews Alsxandra 2 B 7T 1 9 51 5
Crewe Alexandra Q2 22 g M1 88 8 5 Boiton Wanderers Reserves SR 3 B N 8 B
Tranmere Rovers @2 2 § 14 103 81 51 Aston Viiia Raserves 2 22 7 1 102 5 5
Preston North End Reserves 2 P 12 W & & Preston North End Reserves 2 N -8 B -9
Stalybridge Cettic 2 B 12 7 5 B Oldham Athistic Reserves L e 5 B B 4 B
Manchester United Reserves 2 AN § M8 8 N & Tranmers Rovers 2 N - A, T W A— o
Everton Reserves Q 1% 8 1§ 8 0 & Everton Reserves 2 N ¢ 1§ o6 1 @
Biackbum Rovers Reserves 2 18 8§ 18 "™ ® & Bumibey Reservas 42 . 18 7 1 84 73 43
Liverpoo! Reserves 2 1B 11 18 6 64 ¢ Rochdale 2 18 5 ¥ ® N 9
Bradford City Reserves 237 7 B8 B " » Manchester City Reserves 2 12 1 1N ® 9 e
Huddersfield Town Resarves 2 18 8 W B8 N W Blackbum Rovers Reasrves 42 s M- N
Neison ® N % YW Statybridge Ceftic 2 16 - WL R
Port Vale Reserves 2 B8 7T W & » B Muddersfisid Town Reserves 2 1 f B .59 .4
Manchester City Reserves 2 17 § 20 8 17T BN Livarpoo! Reserves 2. 1% 8 B 7 6
Southport 2 15 § 21 71 % % Blackpoo! Raserves 2 15 P 18 5 6
Oldham Athietic Reserves 2 15 6 21 8 " » Netson 2 8 W 1 0 97
Bumiey Reserves 2 15 s & W _n B Southport 2 13 6 23 68 990 32
Rochdale Q2 12 1 20 3% 8 u Port Vale Resarves & 0= 11 N 4 =T
Botton Wanderers Reserves 2 13 8 21 B 108 Bradford City Reserves ' 125 7 B =%
Bury Reserves 2 11 10 21 83 8 2 Stockport County Reserves 2 10 W 2 4 s W
Stockport County Reserves 42 8 5 28 4 1 Bury Reserves 42 # ¢ -2 48 9 9

P24 386 152 386 1638 1838 % ' B24 388 188 368 1535 1535 Q24

w2é ' 924

notes tes
Leeds Oty Reserves disbanded iy October 1919, Their recard of P, WZ, D3 L3 GF-15, GA-14, Crowe Alaxancrs, mmmmm Nalaan and Southport all left at the
Fts-6 was taken over by Trannere Rovers. ond of the seasan 8 Joined Fooibe! Laagus Divisksn Three (Northy:
Port Vale lsft and joined Footbad (eague Division Two following Leedts City's axpuision form ihat '
division. Fort Vale's recont was taken over by Port Vale Reserves. Stockport County Reserves left at the and of the season rx joined e Lancashing Combination

P W d | of o pw p W5 -0 | o o o
Sheffield United Reserves @2 24 8 10 & ¥ s West Bromwich Alblon Reserves S _n_k_EB 28
Manchester City Reserves TN =9 ¥ N 3 Sheffisid United Reserves 2 28 n 8 8 54 &
Everton Reserves 2 1% 13 10 7% 5, B £ 22 1N 8 % e &8
Burniey Reserves Q2 2 6 1B Mg = 8 % -9 B 8
Bury Reserves 2 S0 7 % B v 2 N 1 12 N8 B
Stoke City Reserves 2 1" 8 U n m v 2_N_N—% % 8 -3
Bolton Wanderers Reserves 2 8 12 U & 5 «u @2 18 5 W B._ B, &
Wolverhampton Wanderers Reserves @ 7 9 1B 8 8 4 2. 15 13 55 54 &
Manchester United Reserves 2 14 15 13 o %N 4 Q. %, 0 18 N .2 L
Leeds United Reserves € 14 15 13 6180 43 Bradford City Reserves 2 15 11 18 55 4 4
Blackpool Reserves K .8 1t 8 5n 5N _ .8 Boiton Wanderers Reserves 2 15 11 B 8 5 4
Blackbum Rovers Reserves 2 17 9 16 e 72 48 Manchester Clty Resarves £ W 1 17 59 5 3
Birmingham Reserves 2 18 7 17 80 87 43 Blackbum Rovers Reserves 2 15 g W8 54 7% B
West Bromwich Albion Reserves 2 37 8 11 M--_B. - Birmingham Reserves 2 W 1 17 6 8 38
Preston North End Reserves 2 18 10 18 61 5 & Bury Resarves B -102-7 8 8 U3
Huddersfisid Town Reserves 2 18 8 17 5 5 4 ‘Oidham Athletic Reserves = 23 " N W=y
Aston Vika Reserves 2 17 6 19 5B 6 % Blackpooi Reserves 8 U= -1 8 =P~y
Port Vale Reserves ‘R 18 1 1’ & 8 2 Stoks City Reserves 8- T F9% ¥==8
Liverpool Reserves 2 14 8 20 & 6 % Aston Vitia Reserves 1T 3. N8 4 B8
Bradiord City Ressrves 2 12 1 19 448 5 138 Derby County Resarves . ®” W0 2 8 B H
Ordham Athletic Ressrves 2 8 10 28 &0 N » Préston North End Reserves «. 2.7 8B ¥ 5 N
Derby Courty Reserves 2 6 8 2 42 100 20  PortVaieReserves ; 2 8 W _2%6_ 3 ¥ 2
@24 357 210 357 1351 1351 @24 924 349 226 340 1384 1384 524
824 924
notes

Mmmnuumﬁmmwmmmmum
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The History Of Everton Reserves
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Reserves

‘Stoke City Reserves
IManchester United Faserves
Leads United Reserves
Derby County Reserves
Sheffield Wednesday Resecves
Sheffeld United Reserves
Huddersfield Town Raserves
Bury Heaarves |
Azxton Viita Resarves

West Bromwich Albion Reserves
Blackpoct Reserves
Bolton Wanderers Resarves
Everton Feseryes

Oldham Athletic Reserves
Preston North End Reserves
Manchester City Resarves
Bimingham Reserves
Liverpool Reserves
Bumiey Reserves
Biackbum Rovers Reserves
Bradford City Raserves

Srediord CHly Resarves ot at the and of the season and joined the Yorkshire League.
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1926-29 1929/33 1933 Cup Final

Everton away kits from 1906 to the present day. This amazing
collection of Everton away Kkits has been put on the internet by
David Moor at www.historicalkits.co.uk it is a brilliant website.
More kits on page David has kindly given permission for me to
re-produce the Everton away Kkits. 14
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1961-62

1962-63 1964-66 1968-70

More Away Kits in the next issue

Make sure you visit the site www.historicalkits.co.uk and if you do and enjoy it
tell them you heard about their site in Blue Blood. If any reader can fill in the gap
between 1933—1957 please either let me know or contact David Moor at the web-
site. These things only get better with your help, David has done a brilliant job
but he needs everybody to help.
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Everton In The 70°s
1978/79

The pre-season games took place in England and Holland, we played Bristol Rovers on
the 29th July and lost Then we played Swansea away before returning to Goodison to
play hutch club Nec Breda. Mickey Walsh makes his debut in this game and scores, we
win 4-2 with Dave Thomas laying on all four goals. Geoff Nulty also played. The next
friendly was over in Rotterdam and we all decided to go, the cheapest way was to drive
down to Sheerness in Kent then get the ferry over to the bottom of Holland .We then
drove up to Rotterdam and stayed in B&B .Everton beat Bruge 4-1 on the Friday
night, they were a late replacement for River Plate who dropped out of the competi-
tion. The final was on Sunday night with Feyenoord , there had been some trouble in
the Big Ben Pub in the centre of Rotierdam but for once we were not involved.In fact
we had a great time over there, we lost the final 3-1 with Andy King getting Young
Player of the Tournament award. On the Monday morning we headed off for home,
after a scare over a split hose on the car we managed to make the ferry at the last
minute and arrived home knackered late on Monday.
It was Evertons Centenary year, although you wouldn't have known, hardly anything
had been planned for the fans. Yes you could go to official banquets and the like for a
price but nothing for the masses.
The first League game was in London at Chelsea and it was to be a nightmare trip for
those who went, after the game Evertonians were ambushed on the tube at Kensington.
Chelsea loonies had all Kinds of weapons and gave out some terrible hidings, there was
nothing you could do although a few Blue Boys did get a couple of smacks in, all in all
it was a massacre. This had been planned for months and the train home looked like a
Troop Train returning from the front line according to the Liverpool Echo. Oh yes al-
most forgot, we won 1-0. Everyone agreed they will pay for this.
The shirts had been changed slightly, they now had a cloth badge with a Green Trim
and they were available to buy, I think this was the start of the replica strip sales to -
fans. Talk was all about Latchford's thirty goals and the £10,000 prize money. In fact
half the money went to the League and the other hall was shared between the squad.
S0 in the end Bobby actually picked up the grand sum of £192,yes amazing isn't it.
The first home game was against Derby County and Goodison Park had a strange new
look, fences all around the pitch, it was a sign of the times. At least those bloody semi
circles behind the goals had gone and you could get nearer to the pitch.
The programme was now 20p and Philip Carter was the new Chairman, Mick Lyons
had a Captains column and praised the Everton Support over in Holland for the pre —
season matches. We beat Derby 2-1 with Nulty and King getting the goals. Arsenal at
home and a Dave Thomas goal gives us the points, Jim Pearson leaves for Newcastle,
he never quite made it here but I think he was a Blue Boy and tried his best.
The League Cup at home to lowly Wimbledon and 23,137 watch as we thump them 8-
0. Latchford gets five and Dobson three. Man United away and once again trouble, be-
fore the maich we all went into a pub just round the corner from the ground. The
bouncers made us take our scarves off and we mingled with evervbody. Steve went to
the toilet and after a while we knew something was wrong. He had been jumped by
three scumbags while he was having a wee. Tough guys or what , he had a terrible cut
over his eye and Big John went mad. He was threatening everybody in the pub and the
bouncers tried to calm him down Steve's sister Lynn was upset and we all decided to
leave in twos so as not to attract to much attention. I went with Lynn and we had only
just got down the road when a gang of Man United scum spotted us. One of them
grabbed. my scarf and said What's this Crap? I pushed him away and said “Crap that
you wont be able to take off me”- He then came at me, so I gave him a smack, the next
thing, there is a Police Inspector there and some of the crowd were {rying to blame
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1978/ 79
me for the attack, I told him we were only trving to get to the match when we were attacked.

Lynn saved my skin by getting me out of the way, He said I should have known better than
to wear my scarf to a match in Manchester. This annoyed me and I said ‘1t’s your job to
make sure people like me can wear a scarf anywhere they like® he just; told me to shut up
and get to the ground A mounted Policeman escorted us to the ground. I was fed up with all
this trouble and after this I didn’t bother with every away match. The game ended 1—1 but I
was cheesed off, to make matters worse some Evertonians had a banner saying Munich 58
that really made them friendly on the way home..

Mick Buckley leaves for Sunderland, another who never quite made the grade but he was a
good player who always tried his best for Everton . Middlesboro at home and a 2—0 win ex-

tends our unbeaten run to six matches. We are in third position in the League.

- The UEFA Cup away in Ireland against Finn Harps, we win 5-0. Back in England it’s down

to Aston Villa, trying to get something to eat on the Motorway Service stations was a
Joke .The prices for a start were bloody robbery and you would see Blue Boys filling their
gobs with sausage rolls and eating them, by the time they reached the till all they had was a
cup of tea. There wasn’t any video cameras in those days so unless they gave you an X Ray
there was nothing they could do. Except ban all football coaches which is what they did in
the end. Wolves at home and Colin Todd is signed from Derby but Duncan McKenzie is sold!
Another nail in Lee’s coffin, King and Latchford score in a 2-0 win. Finn Harps at home and
another 3-0 score line takes the aggregate to 10-0 .

Bristol City away and a 2-2 draw. Nulty and Walsh are not as good as Lee had us to believe.
Nulty is in fact out of the team but Walsh is allowed to plod on. Darlington at home in the
League Cup and 23,682 watch as we scrape through 1-0. Southampton at home and a sloppy
match ends in a 0-0 draw.

Ipswich away and Bob Latchford gives us a great victory in a 1-0 game. The Blue Boys are in
full song We are the Street End, the Cock of the North, We all hate United and City of
course, We only drink Whisky and Bottles of Brown, The Everton Boys are in town
Na/NaNa.

Dukla Prague at home in the UEFA Cup and we win but at a price, 2-1 that away goal is go-
ing to prove deadly.

Down to London and a 1-1 draw at QPR our sixteenth game without defeat. We are second
in the League, what better time is there for a Derby match. Yes the Red Peril at Goodison
‘and Andy King scores, the place explodes, the roar must have been heard miles away. The

night was brilliant as the Reds tried to hide we hunted them down and laughed our heads off.
The New Musical Express had an article by Duncan McKenzie and he ripped into Gordon
Lee. He said that if you ran round like a Blue arsed fly, Lee thought you were great but if
you tried to do something skilful he went mad. I agreed with every word, ok we are second

in the League we are unbeaten and we have just smacked those little Red rascals but some-
thing wasn’t right. It just wasn’t Everton .The football was all effort and little skill.

Dukla Prague away and we lose 1-0, I think most Evertonians expected this result. Lee had

said that it would have been nice not to have let them score at Goodison and then we could
have defended much better. That's what was wrong with him ,we were unbeaten and he still

wanted to hang on for a draw, when if we had gone at them and scored they would have been
in trouble.

Forest away and Lee was happy with the 0—40 score line, three days later we play Forest at
home In the League Cup and lose 3-2..

Chelsea at home and the biggest roar of the day was when McKenzie scores, we win 3-2
though some Blue Boys had revenge on their minds after the match. The Kensington High
Streel was not going to be forgotten, but the Police gave very good protection to the Cock-
neys and revenge would have to wait for another day. There had been two darts thrown at
the Police during the maich and the F.A. made Everton post warning notices around the

ground,
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1978-79
Arsenal away and a fine 2.2 draw. Man United at home and we win 3—40.,this is better

more positive. A great win down at Norwich and we are looking very good.
December 9th and another away win, this time at Birmingham,3-1 Latchford, Ross and

Todd score A crunch match against Leeds at home and a 1—1 draw isn't too bad..
Trevor Ross gets the important goal. John Barton signs from non league club Worces-

ter City, he is twenty five and it’s unusual to sign somebody that age who hasn't been
tried in the League.

- Kevin Ratcliffe gets a mention in the Young Blues column, two days before Xmas and

we play Coveniry away, shock, horror we lose 3-2.
Boxing Day at home to Man City and Billy Wright gets the winner. Spurs at home and

they have Ossie Ardiles and Ricardo Villa in their team, we draw 1-1.
New Years Day and off to Bolton, it was snowing before the match and when the game

Kicked off it turned into a blizzard. The score was 1-—1 at half time but then the Ref de-
cided that it could not go on. We were left stuck in their open end freezing, for over half

an hour before they let us out.On top of that they would not refund our money, bloody
brilliant.
The next match was ten days later up at Roker Park for the F.A.Cup and we lose 2-1, I

hate going to the North East, we always get terrible results .
Aston Villa at home and only 29,079 turn up to watch Lee’s boring foothall. Nulty was

like a traffic warden, just standing in the middle of the pitch waving his arms about do-
ing sod all .He was Lee’s Blue Eyed Boy. He was injured at this time but came back in

April .Villa take a point with them from a 1—1 draw. Wolves away and we lose
again .Out of the Cup so we go over to Ireland to play Linfield in a friendly, John Bar-

ton gets his first game, we manage to win 2—1 but the match reports were not very

good.
Bristol City at home and a 4-1 win puts us on top of the League, Andy King gets a hat

trick. Lee had been complaining about the bad weather and the state of the pitches,
these were only in games we lost .He was soon dubbed Lee’s A Mona in a skit of Mona

Lisa

Southampton away and a gut wrenching 3—0 defeat, Pat Heard makes his debut .Worse
was {0 come a 1—0 home defeat by Ipswich.

In the programme there was an article about a Young Blue called Steve McMahon,
Darracott & Kenyon leave to play foothall in the States.

Imre Varadi signs from Sheffield United, Lee said he was interested in Trevor Francis
hut wouldn’t pay £1 million.

QPR at home and back to winning ways 2-1,Latchford and Telfer Score. Middlesboro
away midweek and I didn’t bother going, Ross Jack makes his debut and scores in a 2—
1 win, he never played again for Everton So much for Gordon Lee saying he only

- wanted lads who wanted to play for their Blue Shirts. McKenzie wanted to stay and play

but was sold. Forest at home and Lee has a pop at stay at home fans, he says we are sec-

ond in the League but the gates are not good enough, neither was the foothall Gordon!
A 1—1 draw against Forest didn't set the world on fire either, Over to the Red Pit and

King smacks another goal in a 1-1 draw, those Mighty Reds weren't too happy Everton
fly out to Libya to play their national team on the new Astro Tuwrf, we win 1-0 with

Telfer scoring but Latchford gets injured. Imre Varadi plays his first game in Libya.
Dovwn to Derby for a miserable 0—0 draw Then Norwich at home and another draw

this time 2—2.There were complaints in the programme about people in the Main
Stand throwing cushions onto the pitch hecause they didn’t like the way the team were

playing The gates were dropping and Lee couldn't understand it, just being in second
in the League didn’t mean a thing to an Evertonian unless the football was goed.. We
are not Kopites who are happy to see anything as long as they win.
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1978-79 |
I boycotted the next match, Bolton away, I had already paid to watch it once and I wasn't Everton 1978-79
going to pay twice, thousands of other Blue Boys did the same. We lost 3—1 but only 27,263
went, that must have been about 10,000 down on the expected gate. As I have said before
working on the buses had its perks and one of them was being able to give the Kopites a hard
time. The night after the Bolton game the Kopites played Man United at Goodison in a Semi
Final replay. They lost 1-0 and the next morning I just happened to be on an early. I arrived
at the depot at about half past four in the morning and went straight into the garage and got
onto every bus changing the destination blind to 1-0 Manchester .In those days you had to do
it by hand and by the time I had finished the last bus my hand was aching. I then slipped
back inside and waited for all those Red Boys to come in. Most never spotted it until it was
too late and plenty of buses took to the streets of Liverpool with that beautiful destination on
the front. I wondered what those Kopites that were going to work that morning thought
about the buses that were going past them taking the Mickey. When the other Kopites from
the depot spotted it they new siraight away it was me and they were calling me all the Blue
Nosed Sods for weeks. Mickey Walsh leaves, he didn't do much, its sad to say it but he was
out of his depth at Goodison. Peter Eastoe joins us from QPR, Brian Kidd joins from Man
City. West Brom away and any lingering hopes of the title die, with a 1-0 defeat, 29,393
watch the game .
Coventry at home and a 3-3 draw, Brian Kidd, Latchford and Reoss get the others only 23,
302 pay to watch , Kidd got first Everton goal. Man City away and a quick return for Kidd
but no goal, it ended up 0-0Bolton at home and we squeeze a 1-0 win. This might just get us
into Europe. We lose at Leeds 1-—0 and it’s a sethack to our European dreams.
Birmingham at home and a narrow 1—0 win but its a vital one and Andy King is the hero
with the only goal. West Brom at home and we lose 2—0, a certain Bryan Robson gets one of
their goals. Lee has at last seen the light, he says in the programme that he understands that
we want to win with style and flair, a bit too late for that now Gordon.
The season ends up with another draw this tine at White Hart Lane against Tottenham.
Everton fly out to Egypt to play a couple of friendlies in Cairo. There was work during the
close season at the Park End, it was boarded up and split in two. This would allow away fans
to have their own section. We managed to finish in fourth place, enough to qualify for
Europe. There had been many changes under Lee and some young players had come
* through as well as buying experienced ones like Kidd and Eastoe, so maybe we had been
wrong and all he needed was a bit more time. Things night be better next season, if all the
signings settle in, we could be in for atreat. But a skit about the song Deck Of Cards told the

real story

When I look at the ace I think of the One League goal Mickey Walsh has scored this season
The Deuce reminds me of the Championships won since the War compared to six by them

The Three reminds me of the three icy pitches we have lost on this season

The Four is the number of attempts we had before we went Top Of The League.

The Five reminds me of the Record Post War Derby defeat in 1965.

The Six makes me think of the hours it took to clear the pitch of cushions after the Villa game
The Seven reminds me of the years it took to win a Derby

The Eight reminds me of the last eight of a European Competition we never reach

The Nine is the number of years since we won anything

The Ten is the number of years before we will anything

The Jack is John Moores who fires people in Taxi’s

The Queen reminds me of Bobby Latchford’s perm

The King is Andy who scored a great goal in the Derby

The Four Suits remind me of the Four Centre Half's we play in every game.

52 Cards remind me of the 52 games we will play 42 League, 4 Uefa, 3 League Cup, 1 F.A.Cup, 1
Friendly, and I abandoned (Bolton)
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