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PREFACE.

HAvING commenced this work under impres-
sions precisely similar to many of those which
are expressed in the following passages, I trust
I shall be excused recording them in the form
of a preface.

Historians roam from book to book, as bees
from flower to flower; the latter in quest of
materials for the construction of the wonder-
ful economy of their hives, the former to rifle
the stores of literature, and collect such sub-
stances and sweefs as may properly serve to
construct their volumes.

From the lips of the ancient and of the ob-
servant, the historian also collects the honey
of tradition, and prepares it for the palates of

his readers.






PREFACE. vil.

: comprehended, describe to my friend and
reader the events of .the. present day; . but
matters that have been buried. by time. for
years in the vaults of my memory, I do not
easily disentomb, nor are they, when exhumed,
any other than mere ghosts, skeletons, or sha-
dows of the realities they once were.. .

As to errors, inconsistencies, and omissions,
readers must reconcile themselves to meet with
them, as is clearly demonstrated by the fol-
lowing anecdote: When Sir Walter Raleigh
was a prisoner in the tower, he employed him-
self in the compilation of a history of the world :
it chanced one time, whilst so employed, that a
tumult arose under his window ; he could not
see the perpetrators of the breach of peace,
but, as was natural, made inquiries from
many persons of the cause and nature of the
broil; but no -two descriptions of the tumult
agreed; every version of it differed : the diffi-

culty of procuring an authentic account of a






PREFACE. IX.

racters, nor to stimulate such personages to
part with the required trifling contribution,
but a ‘probable shew of my mite being utile
to the public; a liberal few, however, came
forward, who deserve and have my thanks.

There are, doubtless, many who may deem
a history of Everton not of sufficient conse-
quence to warrant their patronage and pecu-
niary support; but if we glance at futurity,
when Everton shall have become an eminent
place, and, in a measure, individualized with
the great commercial town of Liverpool, then,
perhaps, this account of the rise, progress, po-
pulation, extent, &c. of the township, will be
deemed a serviceable record, and the pecuniary
consideration of its cost will lose much of its
present characteristic importance with those
who may then possess this humble History of
Everton.

As to criticism—when slighted buttercups

and grassy-flowers become worthy of the scien-
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HISTORY OF EVERTON.

SECTION 1.

INTRODUCTION.

Everron is a Township and Manor, in the parish
of Walton-on-the-hill, in the county of Lancaster.
The township extends, in length, from north to south,
11 mile; its greatest breadth, east and west, is 1
mile and 1 furlong ; it is distant about 1} mile from
the east bank of the Mersey, and about 3 miles from
the mouth, or entrance, of that river.

On the north, Everton is bounded by the township
of Walton, and the village of Kirkdale ; on the east,
also, by the lands of Walton; on the south, by the
lands of the township of West Derby, and village of
Low-hill ; and, on the west, by the town and lands
of the borough and parish of Liverpool.

Everton 1is situated in 53° 22’ north latitude, and
in 2° 28’ west longitude, from the meridian of London;
from which city it is distant 202 miles.

There are few places in England, or indeed in any
other country, so highly favoured, by situation, as

B



2 HISTORY OF EVERTON.

Everton; in picturesque, beautiful, and interesting
scenery, it has scarcely a rival in Britain. On its
western side, it rises with gentle acclivity, until its
crest, or the summit of its brow, acquires a com-
manding eminence, which overlooks the modern Tyre.
From the western parts of Everton-hill may be
plainly seen the fertile lands of Cheshire, the moun-
tains of Wales, the river Mersey, and the expanding
Irish Sea, where numberless vessels are continually
moving, ingressing and egressing to and from
Albion’s Western Emporium : and, in favourable
weather, the spectator on Everton-hill may behold
the Isle of Man, and the bold promontories of the
north coast of Wales. From the northern part of
Everton may be seen, in the north-west, the estuary
of the Mersey, the channels by which the haven of
Liverpool is approached and left, and, at times, the
dangerous sand-banks that extend from the estuary
of the Mersey for many leagues sea-ward, the dread
of pilots and poor mariners: more northwardly, also
is seen, from Everton’s northern parts, the extensive
and deeply-indented bay of Bootle, the marshes of
Bank Hall, the warren of Crosby, several jutting
promontories on the sea-board, and the church and
hamlet of Walton-on-the-hill ; whilst the distant hills
of Cumberland, Westmoreland, and Yorkshire fringe
the horizon, and bound the spectator’s view on the
north and north-ecast.
" About mid-way on the ecastern edge of Everton
the land gradually slopes, until it joins the extensive
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plains of neighbouring townships, over which are in-
terspersed gentle mounds and rising hillocks, which
relieve the prospect from tame flatness: and, from
those eastern parts, taking an inland view, in the
proper season, may be seen all that can be desired of
rural beauty; the eye being relieved by a view of
lofty hills in the distance; the intermediate plains
serving the husbandman for an area where he per-
forms his agricultural labours profitably to himself,
and advantageously to the population in lis neigh-
bourhood.

On the south, Everton is joined to land of equal,
if not superior elevation with itself; consequently, the
extent of prospect from its southern border is circum-
scribed and limited.

The western parts of Everton are rapidly assimi-
lating and connecting themselves with Liverpool ;
numberless dwellings are here annually erected;
nay, so magical is now the builder’s power, that, it
might be said, many dwellings are constructed in this
quarter weekly,—generally but small domiciles, and
chiefly intended for the occupation of the humble :
but the slope of the brow, and the platform-crest, are
studded over with beautiful villas and elegant man-
sions, where the wealthy children of the commerce of
Liverpool, and the retired gentry, with their families,
reside. In fine, such is Everton at this day; a
delectable spot indeed, and almost entitled to the
denomination of Modern Arcadia.
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It may, however, be as well now to enter on an
enquiry touching its ancient state, commencing with
its first known existence as a residence of man; and
proceed to notice such events as appear to be con-
nected with every period of its general, and, what
may be termed, its local history.

Everton has its name inscribed on the pages of the
Doomsday Book ; but, prior to the epoch in whieh
that book was eomposed, its history would seem to be
buried in the sea of oblivion, where it now lies, be-
yond the reach of the penetrative and studious en-
quirer. The most expert antiquarians have not been
able to dive deep enough into that unknown depth,
and, in all likelihood, never will, so as to restore to
the light of day the minutia of its history antecedent
to the eleventh century. Common place, in all like-
lihood, were the events in which Everton was con-
cerned when possessed by the ancient Britons or
aborigines; it probably never was, in their time, the
site of city, castle, or palace, nor the scene on which
warriors strove for glory or victory ; but that war and
slaughter have often erected their destroying stand-
ards in places not remote from Everton, is made
evident by authentic information; and, doubtless,
many a time and oft, the ancient inhabitants of
Everton have witnessed the array of passing war-
riors, the shouts of pursuing victors, and the lamenta-
tions of the flying vanquished.

‘When Casar landed in Britain, that which is now
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Lancashire* formed a part of the kingdom or province
of the Briganti, one of seventeen states into which
Britain was in those days divided : the inhabitants of -
that part or division of the dominions of the Briganti,
which is now named Lancashire, had then the distinc-
tive appellative of Segantii, or Sestuntii; and those
inhabitants, as well also as all the Britons of remote
times, were a rude, barbarous race of people, who, in
winter, dwelt in caves, and in summer, resided in tem-
porary, ill-constructed wooden huts. The use of clothes
was unknown to those semi-savages; some of them,
indeed, partially covered themselves with the skins of
animals, but such covering was only used occasionally,
on the reception of strangers, or in very inclement
weather, or during the performance of certain cere-
monies, but seldom, if ever, as a tribute to decency.
Of comfort, they had scarcely an idea ; their bodies
were painted entirely over with the juice of woad;
their wives they had in common; in short, taking
them as represented at the Roman conquest, they were
a race as barbarous and uncivilized as the Arabs of
the desert: and yet, lovely and gentle fair ones, wise
and wealthy lords, of these enlightened, civilized, and
happy days, from this race have ye all sprung!
These aborigines were, however, brave and hardy,

* It was after the Norman conquest, that certain territorial divisions of
England were designated, or known by the names of counties; but in
the time of the Saxons, after Egbert had reduced the Heptarchy into
one monarchy, those divisions, or the main parts of them, even as they
now exist, were formed, and were originally called ¢ shires,” a name they
still retain, in common with the French term, ¢ county.”
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and though to have the fact of consanguinity blazoned
forth, may be unpalateable to the dainty, the squeam-
ish, and the proud of the present day, yet it is but
recording a truth to state that, however mixed with
other blood, from those semi-barbarians are the present
civilized, social, and polished children of Britain
descended ; nor must it be forgotten, that the brave and
undaunted spirit of our forefathers, rade and barbarous
as they were, has, in a great degree, been permitted
to descend to their posterity; the firm, wnrivalled
courage of the Waterloo heroes was an inheritance
which had descended through a long line of ancestry,
from the aboriginal Britains to the Waterloo heroes,
that phalanx which fought for and achieved the -
freedom of Europe, on the 18th June, 1815, unde1
the great captain of the age. '
It is probable that Everton, at the time of the
Roman invasion, and indeed long before that epoch,
was a rude hamlet, or cluster of caverns. The
probability is grounded on its being situated in the
vicinity of a noble river; but more particularly on
Everton’s proximity to West Derby, which, even in
the ninth and tenth centuries, was in a great measure;
if not altogether, a forest, or mearly covered with
wood ; out of which forest, as will be hereafter shewn,
Everton had in early days, and for alength of time after,
the right of estovers: it is therefore, indeed, very
probable, that the wants of the earliest inhabitants of
Everton had caused them, in the first instance, to cut
down the timber of their own ground; but, in
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progress of time, they were necessitated to extend
those limits for a continued supply of that constantly-
needed article, for architectural and other purposes
and uses: on such occasions, they naturally resorted
to the forests and woods nearest to their domiciles.

The Briganti, however, after the Romans had
conquered the states of Britain, were impatient of
their rule, and shortly appeared again in arms against
their subduers; but their insurrection was speedily
quelled, by the Roman general, Ostorius. Still there
isno trace in tradition to fix the scene of any of those
warlike operations on the site of Everton. It is
probable, however, that its inhabitants witnessed the
flight of Caractacus, who, on being defeated, in a
great battle fought by him against the Romans, at
a place named Caer-Caradoc, in Shropshire, fled to
Cartismunda, Queen of the Brigantes, who, alas for
the honour of one of Everton’s sovereigns! basely de-
livered the unfortunate chieftain into the hands of the
Romans; but the treacherous Cartismunda was en-
treated according to her deserts, being deposed by
her subjects: and thus were the people, of whom the
Evertonians formed a part, driven again into war
with the Romans, who strove in vain to re-instate
Cartismunda.

The Briganti fought bravely, under Queen Boadicea;
nor ought it be deemed an overstretch of fancy, that
some Everton heroes ranged themselves under her
banners. Boadicea, after various twrns of fortune,
was ultimately, in one great battle, overthrown, with
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great slaughter, she herself escaping with great diffi-

culty from the field. That calamity caused her to put an
~end to her existence by poison. Soon after Boadicea’s
death, the Brigantes, and indeed all Britain, sub-
mitted to the Roman yoke.

About the year 140, the Brigantes again revolted,
but were soon reduced by the Roman general, Lollius
Urbicus. From this period, Britain is little noticed
in history, till Severus divided the country into two
provinces. The number was afterwards increased
to three, by Constantine the Great, or rather to four;
viz. Britannia prima, Britannia secundi, and Maxima
Cwxsariensis; a portion of the last was afterwards
erected into a separate province, under the title of
Flavia Cewsariensis. It is stated that Fverton formed
part of Flavia Ceesariensis;* but that statement is open -
to doubt, there being good grounds, in various excel-
lent authorities, to support the belief, that Lancashire
remained a part and portion of Maxima Casariensis.
From the reign of Constantine to that of Honorius,
the Roman rule in Britdin gradually declined ; Rome
being distant, and herself in danger, neglected to send
forces to keep Britain in safety. In the reign of the
latter Emperor, the British found themselves greatly
annoyed, not only by the Picts and Scots, but by the
Saxons also. The Romans at length (about the year
430) finally abandoned the shores of Britain. -

After the departure of the Romans, the Scots and
Picts again invaded Britain, and although they were

* Kennion’s MSS., as noticed in Gregson’s Fragments of Lancashire.
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met with desperate courage on the part of the Britons,
who even once succeeded in driving them back into
their own territories, north of the great wall, yet,
so restless and daring were their enemies, that the
Britons, at length, found themselves necessitated to
ask aid of the Saxons. Here commences a new zra
in British history, to which Everton is indebted for
its name, or rather, for a name from which its present
title is derived.

The warlike Saxons came in numbers, at the call of
the Britons, to aid them in the expulsion of the Scots
and Picts; but, ultilimtely, the Saxons formed a
truce, and concluded a peace, with the tribes they
were summoned to expel. Turning their arms
against the Britons, the Saxons overran their land,
and, in the year 458, became conquerors and rulers of
the whole of Britain, with the exception of a part of
‘Wales. ;

Of the Heptarchy, it is not necessary to treat
minutely ; it may suffice to state, that Iiverton, in the
Heptarchial dominional divisions, became a part of
the kingdom of Northumberland, and so remained
during the reigns of the Anglo-Saxon monarchs of
the Heptarchy; a period of time, during the whole of
which the inhabitants of Britain seem to have been
buried in profound ignorance. That period is too far
distant from our own times to allow tradition to wear
the garb of truth. The Northumbrians, however,
were brave ; and, at the termination of the Heptarchy,
they were the last of the Heptarchial subjects that
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submitted to the government of Egbert, who, about
the year 827, became sole monarch of Britain; the
name of which he then changed to Angle-land, or
England.*  About five years after Egbert had
established his new monarchy, the Anglo-Saxons
began to be annoyed by the incursions of the Danes ;
who, at length, subjected Northumberland. Under
the Danish chiefs, the Northumbrians made many
irruptions into Mercia, of which kingdom or dominion
Shropshire and Cheshire were parts.  During those
wars, the people of Kverton must have frequently
witnessed, if they were not co-operating parties in, the
conflicts which frequently took place, and were long
continued, in their near neighbourhood.

In such wars, the restless Northumbrians were
continually engaged, until, soon after the year 1016,
Canute became King of all England. Harold and
Hardicanute succeeded Canute; and Edward the
Confessor next reigned. Of a castle erected by
Edward the Confessor, at a short distance from the
south-east extremity of Everton, it is intended here-
after to treat.

In the time of Edward the Confessor, the govern-
ment of Northumbria fell into the hands of one Tosti,
ayounger son of the celebrated Earl Godwin.  This
Tosti was a cruel tyrant, and, at length, drove the
Northumbrians into rebellion. They, however, even-
tually submitted, and were pardoned by the King, at
the intercession of Harold the elder, brother to Tosti.

* Leycester’s History of Cheshire, as deduced from various authorjties.
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‘osti fled to Flanders, but subsequently made an
irruption into Northumberland, to serve the cause of
Duke William, afterwards William I., the Conqueror
and King of England.

There is little doubt of the castle, erected near to
Everton by Edward the Confessor, having been
placed there to keep the restless Northumbrians in
check ; and many a deed of arms has unquestionably
been performed in the vicinage of the place, both
during and after Edward’s reign.

At the instigation of the Duke of Normandy, Tosti
effected a landing with his troops in Northumberland,
and was at first successful ; but his brother Harold,
who, on the death of Edward the Confessor, became
King of England, met and defeated him, at the head
of the troops he had raised in Norway. The baitle
was fought at a place called Sandford.

Tosti was totally defeated, and slain ; but Harold:
had scarcely time to rejoice at his victory, ere the
news was brought to him of the landing of Duke
William in England.

Harold soon after met William, who was at the
head of his Norman forces, at Hastings. Harold
was defeated there and slain, and England submitted
to the Norman conqueror.

Of Tosti, there are many traditionary accounts,
but they are certainly too vague and too vile to be
credited, to their full extent; yet his character must
have been mainly and deeply founded on deeds of
wickedness ; and, doubtless, in his days, very
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frequently, has the blood of the inhabitants of Ever-
ton been curdled in their veins, and their cheeks
blanched, as tales were recounted to them of that
tyrant’s transactions ; or when, perchance, as is not
unlikely, they were eye-witnesses to atrocities en-
acted by him, or at his command.

Thus, from time antecedent to that of Julius Casar,
unto that of William the Conqueror, has a brief out-
line been given of the history of that part of England
in which Everton is seated. 'What has been treated
of has, however, no pretension to be styled local
history; it is, indeed, acknowledged that there are no
data extant, sufficiently credible, wherewith to frame
such a history, during those ages of ignorance and
tumult.

But, leaving the broad ground over which the
foregoing remarks have travelled, it may be proper
now to strike into narrower limits, and only branch
off into general matter, when the context absolutely
requires it.

By a grant which William the Conqueror made,

about the year 1066, to his cousin, Roger de
" Poictiers, the third son to Roger de Mont-
gomery, of lands in Lancashire, lying between the
rivers Ribble and Mersey, Everton became a part of
Roger’s barony, or honowr ; but Roger, having
taken part in the rebellion against his monarch,
was banished, and his estates were forfeited. To treat
of Roger's forfeiture, and the successive proprietors
immediately after him, would afford no interest to

1066

1101.
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the reader, nor would it aid the object in view.
Passing by those and such like circumstances, the
earliest notice extant of KEverton, separately and
individually, receiving regal consideration, is in a

_ mandate, issued in the 9th of Henry III,
_ 2" anno 1225. The monarch, in that mandate,*
commands the sheriff of Lancashire to permit his
tenants of Everton to have reasonable estovers out
of the king’s wood at West Derby, as they were
used to have in the time of his father, King John;
and that he do not compel them to do other suit and
service than they were accustomed to in the time
aforesaid.”

From this, and other ancient documents, it ap-
pears, that Everton, in the thirteenth century (and,
in all likelihood, long antecedent to that time), was a
distinct township or manor of itself, and no part or
parcel of the township or manor of West Derby ; the
tenants of Everton holding their lands by yearly rent
and service to the king.

In the year 1229, by the King’s letters
" patent, Everton became the property of Ra-
nulph, or Randle, Earl of Chester. This Ranulph
was a brave and intrepid warrior; he espoused
the cause of the young Prince Henry (after-
wards Henry III.), when Louis, the Dauphin of
France, was called by the discontented barons to

1229

* ¢ This mandate is directed to the Sheriff of the County of Lancaster
(and not to the Steward or other officer of West Derby ), which sheweth
Everton is a distinct manor.”—Sgacome’s MS.
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wear the crown, and to rule over England. Louis
continued for some time to march triumphantly over
our then unhappy land, but the prudence and valour
of Ranulph, and other loyal nobles, forced the foreign
prince to forego his ambitious projects; and those
loyal noblemen eventually fixed their legitimate na-
tive prince on the throne of his ancestors: nor was
King Henry unmindful of the obligation, for Ranulph
continued ever after to stand high in the esteem and
favour of his sovercign, whose cause he had so bene-
ficially succoured, and whose rights he had so suc-
cessfully upheld and secured. Ranulph was low of
stature, and in personal appearance altogether plain,
little, if at all, superior in that respect to the humblest
plebeians of his day ; but, in the hour of enterprize,
his features became animated ; in the moments of
excitement, his very nature seemed to change. In
times of peace he was idolized in his domestic circle, -
and revered and beloved by his numerous tenants
and vassals; whilst in the hour of battle, he was ever
the terror of his foes. Mis hatred of Louis, and of
all Frenchmen, was as excessive, as his love and
loyalty to his young sovereign were boundless.

On the demise of King John, Earl Ranulph suc-
coured and secreted the young Prince Henry, until,
by the wisdom, talent, and energy of the Earl, and
other nobles, the claims and attempts of the Dauphin
of France on the crown of England were nullified and
destroyed ; and, ultimately, the victory achieved at
Lincoln over the Frenchman and his adherents,
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secured to the legitimate Prince Henry, England’s
proud throne. This was principally effected through
the bravery and ability of Everton’s lord and master.

Ranulph dying without issue, Everton became the
property of Agnes, one of his four sisters, who mar-
ried William de Ferrers, Earl of Derby. Agnes
became possessed also of the castle and town of West
Derby; and, in fine, of all the lands which belonged
to the said Earl Ranulph, lying between the rivers
Ribble and Mersey.

In the 33d Henry III., anno 1249, William

" de Ferrers, son and heir to the aforesaid Wil-
liam de Ferrers, Earl of Derby, had the King’s man-
date, to the Sheriff of Lianeashire, for the enjoyment of -
such lands, lying between the rivers Ribble and Mer-
sey, as Ranulph, Earl of Chester, formerly possessed.

In 36th Henry IIL., anno 1252, the said last
named William de Ferrers obtained a charter
for free warren, to himself, and his heirs, in all
his demesnes and lands throughout his lordships of
Liverpool, Everton, Crosbie, Wavertree, Salford, &c.;
which also sheweth that Everton was a distinet manor,
or lordship, from West Derby: but the said Earl had
previously, in 33d Henry IIL., anno 1249, first
erected the two manors of West Derby and Waver-
tree by his charter or grant of custom, and instituted
the copyhold estates there ;* yet he made no alteration
as to the tenure of Everton.

1249

1252.

* In these, or the like words, ‘¢ that lands shall be let on him that
bought them, if he can agree reasonably with the Steward; in case
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In 38th Henry IIL, anno 1254, the said
"last named Earl of Derby died, and was
succeeded by Robert his son, who was the last Earl of
Derby of this family, and who forfeited all his great
estates in Lancashire to Edmund, younger son of
King Henry III., who became Earl of Derby.

Edmund died in 24th Edward I., anno 1296,
“and was succeeded in honours and estate by his
eldest son Thomas, Earl of Leicester, Derby, &ec.
The said Thomas gave Everton, together with other
manors, to one Robert de Holland, a favourite of his.
It would appear, however, that on the death of the
said Thomas, Robert de Holland had no virtual title
to produce; Everton, consequently, reverted to the
last named Earl’s family, and became a possession of
Henry, Earl of Lancaster, Leicester, Derby, &ec.,
brother to the said Thomas, and his successor in
honours and estate. The demise of the said Thomas
must have occurred prior to the 1st Eidward ITI., anno

1327 ; for in that year, at an inquisition taken
" at Lancaster, before one Simon de Grimsty, it
is stated, ¢ that Thomas, late Earl of Lancaster, &ec.,
held in fee various manors” (of which Everton was
onc), “by the service of rendering an ambling nag,
or 40s. per annum—and that there is at West Derby
the site of an ancient castle—and that at Everton there
are 19 nativi, who held 24 oxgangs” (about 13 acres
each) “of land, at £4 16s. rent—and say that the Lord

1254

1296

1327

he cannot agree reasonably with the Steward, the said lands and tenements
shall remain to the seller, ”
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Henry, Earl of Lancaster and Leicester, is brother to
the said Thomas, and next heir, &c.”* At that
period, Liverpool was worth only £30 10s. per annum,
and Wavertree £7 9s. 4d. per annum. Allowing
five for the family of each nativi, or housekeeper, the
inhabitants of Everton, at the time here named, must
have been in number about one hundred: Liverpool,
Everton, Wavertree, Crosby, Salford, Toxteth, and
Simonswood were the manors held of Edward I.,
by the service of an ambling nag.

At an inquisition held at Wigan, 1st Edward
III., anno 1327, it appears that Robert de
Holland entered into possession of Everton seven
years before that period.

In 25th Edward III., anno 1352, Hemy,
Earl of Lancaster, Derby, &c., “did give and
grant his town of Everton, with all its wastes, &ec., to
John Barret, yielding for the said town four pounds;”’
—Dbut, in the event of the said John Barret dying
without issue, then Everton was to revert to the Farl
of Laneaster, &c., and to his heirs again, for ever.
This deed, which is dated 23d February, 1352, clearly

1327.

1352.

* In Seacome’s MS. it is recited as follows.— By this inquisition it
appears that Everton was a manor of itself, and no part or parcel of West
Derby ; that the tenants were 19 in number, and held 24 oxgangs of land,
by suit and service of the king, and a yearly rent. According to the
best authors I have met with, an oxgang of land contains 13 acres;
so that 24 oxgangs make 312 acres, and agreeable to the quantity now
claimed by Everton in the whole—viz. old enclosures, 130 acres; new
enclosures, 60 acres; and common, 120 acres: also the ancient tenants
were 19 in number, and the rent the same we now pay.”

C
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established Everton to have been a manor of itself]
with wastes and commons appertaining to it.
The aforesaid Henry afterwards became Duke of
Lancaster, and died in the 35th Edward III.,
" anno 1362, leaving two daughters, Maud and
Blanch. Blanch married John of Gaunt, Earl of
Richmond, who afterwards became Duke of Lancaster;
and he had for Blanch’s portion, amongst other lands,
all her father’s lands in Lancashire. John of Gaunt
died, and was succeeded by Henry de Bolingbroke,
Earl of Derby, his eldest son, who afterwards was
King of England, by the name of Henry IV.; where-
by all the aforesaid lands (except Everton) came to
the crown again, where they remained till the reign
of King Charles I., when they were sold to certain
citizens of London, as will hereafter appear at large.
It would appear that the aforesaid John Barret
1401. died without issue ; for in the 2d Henry IV.,
anno 1401, the king, by grant or charter, re-
newed or confirmed to his tenants of West Derby,
(which had also been gifted by the aforesaid Henry,
Earl of Lancaster, to John Barret,) their ancient
tenure, as granted by the first named William Ferrers,
Earl of Derby. Subsequent circumstances make it
evident that Everton, on the demise of John Barret
without issue, also reverted to the crown.
It may not be amiss here to reiterate, that King
Henry IV. was grandson to the before-named Henry,
Eail of Lancaster, Derby, &c.; consequently, Ever-

1362
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ton became the property of that monarch in due course
of inheritance, on the demise of John Barret without
issue.*
1488, In the 3d Henry VII., anno 1488, an inqui-
sition was taken at Walton, which shows that
the boundary of the south part of Walton, “beginning
at Carton Cross, and following to Darling Dale, and to
the east end thereof, and so over the Breck, by one
ancient ditch on the lands of Everton, called Hang-
Jield,} on the south part of the common of pasture of
‘Walton, &c.”” The ditch here alluded to ran west-
wardly, dividing Walton Breck from Everton Breck,
and other north parts of Everton from the southern
limits of Walton township,—Everton itself being in
the parish of Walton. All the lands of Everton were
known by the names of Hangfield, Whitefield, and
Netherfield ; and at the time of the inquisition held
at Walton, anno 1488, that part called Hangficld was
quite open, but has been since enclosed, and runs
along by lands which were once the commons of

* In Seacome’s MS. it is written as follows: ‘ Now also upon failure
of issue of John Barret (to whom the town of Everton was given by
Henry, Earl of Lancaster, 25th Edward I11.), the said town returned to
the crown, pursuant to the said grant; the exact time thereof I cannot
discover; but this is the first time (the MS. bears the marginal mark of
¢17th James 1.°) T have met with or observed the officers of the crown
taking notice of the said town since the aforesaid grant.”

+ This word is frequently written Hongfield, and by some writers
Houghfield. T prefer Hangfield, that name heing derived from hanging,
or sloping field. To strengthen the propriety of my orthography, in this
particular instance, it may be as well to state, that, in Gore’s paper of
26th July, 1810, certain fields of Walton are advertised as follows ;—
‘Fields in Walton-on-the-hill, ealled Hanging-fields.”
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Walton, as above described ; the meres and bounds
whereof are well known to the neighbouring inhabi-
tants. .

It is evident that, in the 15th century, and no
doubt long antecedent to that period, the greater
part of the soil of Everton was nothing more than
common or waste land. There are, however, at the
present time, only one or two wery insignificant
patches unreclaimed from their natural state; and
those are all that remain to the public of the once
extensive commons of Everton.

Progressively, but not rapidly, have the enclosures
of the commons of Everton been effected ; and, doubt-
less, what has been done is mainly attributable to
Everton’s proximity to the rapidly encreasing town
of Liverpool, the lands of Everton serving to depas-
ture, temporarily and conveniently, the cattle intended
for the use of that populous town. Not for their
fertility were the wastes of Everton enclosed, for the
soil is not richly fertile, nor highly productive ; Kirk-
dale, its neighbour, has drained from the north lands
of Everton some or most of the little freshness or fat-
ness they ever possessed ; the former indeed may be
called the garden of Liverpool. For the privilege of
sending their cattle to depasture on the waste lands
and commons of Everton, the people of Kirkdale paid
annually 6s. 8d. to the township of Everton; and it
appears that the township of Everton had itself to pay
13s. 4d. annually to the crown, as a quit or chief rent
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for the commons and wastes. This chief rent of
13s. 4d., which is called “ Breck-silver,” is still
annually paid to the lord of the manor.

These wastes and commons are here thus briefly
noticed, preparatory to what immediately follows.

In 17th James I., anno 1620, a deputation,
consisting of Robert Fazakerly, Ralph Mercer,
Richard Bower, Robert Worral, and John Wallworth,
was sent by the copyholders of West Derby and
‘Wavertree, to treat with the crown touching a com-
position to be paid to his majesty, James I., for con-
firmation of said copyholders’ estates, and for grant-
ing the wastes and commons of said manors, by copy
of court-roll. At which treaty, it was proposed by
his majesty’s commissioners, ‘that such copyhold
tenants of said towns as shall, upon notice thereof,
consent and agree to pay his majesty thirty years’
rent of their ancient rent, at the days and times
therein mentioned, his majesty would confirm to said
tenants, so agreeing, and their heirs for ever, by
decree of court, and by act of parliament, all their
copyhold lands, paying, upon the death of any tenant,
or upon surrender to be made, to his majesty, his
heirs, or successors, one-third part of the said yearly
rent, for a fine; and that such of his said tenants as
should accept said composition, shall have and enjoy,
to them and their heirs, all the commons and waste
lands within the said towns, the same to be indif-
ferently divided by commissioners, and to be granted
to said tenants by copy of court-roll; and the yearly

1620.
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rent of 4d. per acre, of seven and a half yards to the
perch, to be paid his majesty, his heirs, &c., for ever;
the first payment to be made within one whole year
after such enclosure, and quiet possession thereof be
obtained.”

To the terms of this composition, it would appear,
the tenants of West Derby and Wavertree acquiesced,
“but the people of Everton were neither art nor part
concerned in the measure ; neither did any of them
appear at the said treaty; being, in relation to their
wastes and commons, upon a different footing with
either West Derby or Wavertree, as paying anciently
both rent and taxes for the same, as many receipts
certify.”* It however happened that, under some
misconception, or mal-interpretation of the decree of
court, or with a view to reap benefit to themselves, at
the expense of others, the copyholders of West Derby
“surveyed and proposed to make allotments of the
wastes of Everton, as well amongst the copyholders
and others of Everton, as the copyholders and others
of West Derby.” To this intended allotment of the
Everton wastes, by the people of West Derby, the
people of Everton stoutly demurred, and against
which the copyholders of Everton made vigorous
efforts of resistance; applying themselves to the
honourable court of the duchy, and there making it
appear that Everton was a manor of itself, known by
the meres and bounds, distinct from West Derby ;
and that the wastes of Everton had, time out of mind,

* MS. of Seacome.



INTRODUCTION. 23

been taken and had by the tenants of Everton. The
result of the application made by the copyholders of
Everton to the duchy court, will be best understood
from a copy of the order issued by that court,
18th James 1., anno 1621. The order ran
thus :—“It is ordered that the allotments and en-
closures of the wastes of FEverton shall stay and be
forborne till further hearing of said difference, at
which time this court will order to whom the said
wastes of Everton shall be granted.” After the
issuing of this order, it would appear that the pro-
ceedings altogether dropt, and the tenants of Everton
remained in quiet and peaceable possession, as for-
merly.*

1621.

In the 4th Charles I., anno 1629, the king,
by letters patent, dated 14th June, 1629,
granted to EEdward Ditchfield, John Highlord, Hum-
phrey Clarke, and Francis Mosse, citizens of London,
and to their heirs, (amongst other things) the manor
of West Derby. Under colour of which patent, the
said patentees claimed, not only West Derby, but
likewise the manors of Wavertree, and of Everton,—
“which then were, and time out of mind had been;
several and distinct manors of themselves, paying
distinct and several rents (still answered and paid) to
his majesty, and his progenitors, for the same ; and,

1629.

* There is a false surrender in the town’s chest, which, it is sup-
posed, was fabricated to give a colour to the claims of West Derby on
and to a participation of property and right in the wastes and commons
of Everton.
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therefore, not passed from his majesty by the said
letters patent and grant of the said manor of West
Derby.” Thus were the tenants of Everton instructed
by their counsel learned in the law.

The tenants of Kverton refusing to pay unto the
afore-named patentees any suit or service, at their
court held at West Derby, the said patentees caused
their goods to be distrained, and the said tenants of
Everton replevied the said distresses ; upon which, a
suit at law commenced by the said patentees against
the tenants of Wavertree, and of Everton, who, being
but poor men, and unable to contest the same with
the city of London, did, in the month of May,
1632, petition his majesty to refer the exami-
nation and decision of the said difference to the then
chancellor of the duchy of Lancaster: to which peti-
tion his majesty was pleased to accede, ordering the
chancellor of the duchy, assisted by his majesty’s
attorney-general, to take the case into consideration,

1632.

and ““as they shall find most equal and agreeable to
truth and justice, by the best and fittest means they
can, satisfy the doubts and differences of the dis-
putants.”

On the 20th June, 1632, Lord Newburgh, the
then chancellor of the duchy of Lancaster, called on
the parties disputant to assemble at the duchy-house,
in the Strand, London, on the 6th November then
next ensuing ; which assembly or meeting took place.
When counsel for the disputants were heard, the
judges (being the chancellor, the lord chief baron of
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the exchequer, and the attorney-general), on
the 23d December, 1633, ordered as follows :
“That the tenants of Wavertree, and of Everton,
may keep their rents in their hands, and shall not be
troubled by distress, or other process, out of this

1633.

court, for the same, until such time as they have
direction from this court to whom they shall pay the
same.”
The aforenamed patentees were not satisfied with
1631 this order, and therefore, on the 23d June, 1634,
" (intending to weary out the poor tenants)
brought their bill in chancery,* and also amerced and
distrained said tenants for non-payment of their rents,
and for not. appearing and doing their service, &c.;
whereupon, on the 20th November, 1634, the said
tenants again applied to the court of the duchy, and
that court thereupon made the following order :—
“That the bailiff of the manor of West Derby, upon
notice of this order, shall forbear to impose, collect, or
gather any fines or amercements of any of said tenants
and inhabitants of Wavertree, and of Everton, for
not appearing or doing service at the said halmote-

* The parties to the bill were,—

Edward Ditchfield, Rowland Johnson, W
John Highlord, Zed Anthony Johnson,
Humphrey Clarke, Plaintiffs. R. Mosse,

Francis Mosse, John Mosse,

Ralph Higginson,
John Henshaw,
James Ackers,
Thomas Greaves,
Thomas Gover,
James Woolfall, J

> Defendants.
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courts, kept for the said manor of West Derby, or for
any other matter against them or any of them in
anywise.”

On the 11th February, 1635,* the court of
" chancery dismissed the cause depending out of
that court, “and the rights of Everton were esta-
blished, and possessions quieted as before:” but this,
as will shortly appear, did not put an end to the
disputes and legal proceedings between the said
patentees, and the tenants of Wavertree, and of
Everton.

On the 17th February, 1635, the court of chancery
issued the following order :— It is ordered that the
receiver-general shall forthwith receive from the te-
nants of Everton the amounts of their rents, being in
anrrear two and a half years, ended at the feast of
St. Michael the archangel last past, amounting in
toto to £12 11s. 11d.; the said receiver, on payment
thereof, shall give them an acquittance for the same:
and it is further ordered, that from henceforth they
shall continue the payment of the said rents to the
said receiver-general, as they shall grow due, till this
court take further order therein to the contrary: and
it 1s last ordered, that none of the tenants of Everton
shall be distrained, or molested in their lands or
goods, for the same rent so paid; and to that end this
order shall be enrolled with the auditor of the north
parts.”

1635

* In Seacome’s MS., and in Gregson’s Fragments, this is 1634 ; but I
think the context sanctions the date I have given.
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Sometime in the year 1635, the tenants of Waver-
tree, and of Everton, petitioned the king to be admit-
ted purchasers; and that in the mean time a court
may be kept for them, as formerly. The considera-
tion of which petition his majesty was pleased to refer
to Lord Cottington, and the attorney-general, with
whom the said tenants or their agents were admitted
to treat; and upon the terms propounded, had liberty
to go down and advise with the rest of the land
tenants thereabout. In the mean time, and whilst
this treaty was in agitation, to prevent the conclusion
thereof, the plaintiffs (the patentees), by their coun-
sel, moved the court to have the case retained;
whereupon, on the 20th May, 1636, the court
made the following order :—< That the plain-
tiffs shall reply to the defendants’ answers before the
end of Michaelmass term next, and the cause to pro-
ceed to a legal hearing in this court, according to
the ordinary course; and the injunction formerly
granted, to stand in force.”

And again, on the 8th May, 1638, it was
“ordered, that the cause be set down to be
heard on the 7th of June next, on ten days’ warning
being given to the plaintiffs, or one of them. But
the plaintiffs, instead of eoming to a hearing, pur-

1636.

1638

suant to the above order, made purchase of the said
manors of Wavertree, and of Everton; and King
Charles I., by his letters patent, dated in the
14th year of his reign, did give and grant to
Ditchfield, Highlord, Clarke, and Mosse, the town

1639.
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or towns of Wavertree, and of Everton; whereupon
the tenants of Wavertree, and of Everton, paid their

rents to the said purchasers, &c. It must be kept in -

remembrance, however, that Everton was not pur-
chased as part, parcel, or member of the manor of
West Derby, but as a distinct township and manor
of itself, with all its rights, &ec. &c. And thus, after
much trouble and expense, the point became esta-
blished, that Everton is a manor of itself, independent
of West Derby, and other neighbouring manors.

On the 20th June, 1639, Ditchfield, Highlord,
Clarke, and Mosse, for certain considerations set
forth,—¢ did grant, bargain, sell, and confirm to
James, Lord Stanley and Strange, his heirs, &c., the
manor of West Derby, and the town or towns of
‘Wavertree, and Everton, to have and to hold for
ever.” :

The said Lord Stamnley, in the 17th Charles L.,
anno 1642, did, some time in the month of
"November of that year, appoint a court baron
to be kept in and for the said manors and towns, (Sir
Richard Molyneux, Bart., being then the steward.)
At which court it was found, that Everton paid for
their enclosed lands £5 11s. 31d. per annum; and
for their commons, by the names of Hangfield, White-
field, and Netherfield, 13s. 4d. per annum; and at
every king’s fifteen, 2s.* for the said commons. The
said 13s. 4d. is called Breck Silver, and is entirely
paid for their commons and open land (being part of

1642

* The nature of this tax is explained in the Appendix.
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the Breck) whereon the people of Kirkdale were per-
mitted (whilst the land lay open and unenclosed) to
put their cattle, paying to the township of Everton
6s. 8d. per annum, for such privilege and advan-
tages.

In the 18th Charles II., anno 1667, Charles,
Eail of Derby, heir to the said Lord Stanley,
in consequence of divers debates and differences,
touching the fines due to the said earl from his copy-
hold tenants of Everton, entered into an agreement
with Robert Carter and William Halsall, who were
deputed by the copyholders of Everton to treat for
themselves and others, about a composition to be paid
to the said earl in consideration of settling their fines
for all times to come. In this agreement, which is
dated 1st January, 1667, amongst other things, it
was stipulated, ““That the said copyholders should
pay to the said earl twelve years’ rent of their ancient
yearly rents, as mentioned in a schedule thereto
annexed, and should permit the said earl to enclose
one-third part of their common to him and his heirs
for ever ; and the said earl agreed, for himself and his
heirs, to settle and confirm by decree of chancery, &c.,
their copyhold rents certain for all time to come ; and
that they, the said copyholders, should enjoy the
herbage of the other two-thirds of their said commons
left open and uninclosed, to them and their heirs for
ever. To which articles many of the copyholders
agreed ; and afterwards, other articles were entered
into, including the residue of the said tenants: but

1667.



30 ILIISTORY OF EVERTON.

lest it should be thought or intended by any of said
copyholders, that the said articles did include all the
three towns as one manor,* and thereby render their
ancient rents and privileges general and promiscuous,
it is thereby expressly declared, that the said copy-
holders do for themselves, severally and respectively,
(and not jointly the one for the other,) and for their
several and respective heirs, &c., covenant, promise,
grant, and agree to and with the said earl, &c.; and
the said earl doth hereby agree and covenant, that
his trustee or trustees shall agree with and grant to
the said copyholders, parties to these presents, and

* Notwithstanding the ancient inhabitants of Everton were thus care-
ful to record their manorial independence, and freedom from the incor-
porate rule or dominion of the manor of West Derby; and notwithstand-
ing this agreement of and with the said Earl of Derby clearly allows,
declares, and establishes the separate, distinct, and individual manorial
rights and privileges of Everton; yet, according to modern usage, in
the halmote-court, the township of Everton is implicitly denominated
“within the manor of West Derby ; ”—as may be seen in any copy of
surrender of Everton copyhold lands, all which, of such modern sur-
renders, are headed thus:—¢ The manor of West Derby (to wit) the
halmote-court of Bamber Gascoyne, Esq., (now of the Marquis Salis-
bury) lord of the manor of West Derby aforesaid, in the county of Lan-
caster, held at West Derby aforesaid, for the said manor, according to
the custom thereof, &c.” And in the bodies of such surrenders inva-
riably will be found the following passage; “a piece or parcel of land,
being in Everton, within ‘the manor of West Derby aforesaid,” In the
ancient deed of 1549, as given in the Appendix, it is stated, that the sur-
rendcr there alluded to had been  granted and acknowledged according
to the custom of the manor of West Derby; but it does not state, as
modern surrenders do, that Everton is within the manor of West Derby :
but the point may be reconciled, and perhaps settled, by taking the fact
thus ;—that Everton is a manor within a manor; that Everton is onc of
the six berewicks, or manors, named in Doomsday-book, in a passage,
of which the following is a copy or abstract, from that book,—‘In the
hundred of West Derbie, the king, Edward the Confessor, had one
manor, called Derbie, with 6 berewicks, (manors within manors,) &e.”
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their heirs respectively, that for or notwithstanding
any name or thing herein before mentioned and
agreed upon, the said copyholders respectively, their
heirs and assigns, shall have the same liberty, free-
dom, and privilege in the said two parts of the said
waste and common, remaining to their respective
copyholds, as they held, used, and enjoyed before the
making of these presents on the whole as by the said
articles, and the said Robert Carter, and William
Halsall, bound for the said earl, and the said earl’s
receipt for the money paid, may more at large appear.”
“In pursuance of which said articles, and agreeable
to the true sense and meaning thereof, the said earl,
or his successor, William, Earl of Derby, did enclose
and lease to his tenants at West Derby, one-third
part of their commons,* and to Wavertree, and to
Everton, each one-third part of their commons, which
said enclosures of Everton amounted to sixty acres;
and there remained open, or unenclosed, one hundred
and twenty acres, being the other two-thirds of said
commons, as by the survey at the time of the said
enclosing may appear.”
All of a seignor or lord’s rights and privileges, in
and over the township and manor of Everton, re-
mained vested in the successive Farls of Derby, from
this period down to the decease of William George
Richard, Earl of Derby, which event took place
"in the year 1702: the said ear] then dying with-
out leaving male issue, the major part of the titles,

1702

* MS. of Seacome.
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dignities, and estates of which he was possessed, at
the time of his decease, became vested in another
branch of the Stanley family ; but to his only surviving
child and heiress, Henrietta Maria, Baroness of Ash-
burnham, descended all his estates and honours which
were not under those unjust and arbitrary restrictions
of the law, which may be truly denominated salique.
It has been already shewn that the township of
Everton contains, as near as may be, 310 acres of
land. Of these, 130 acres were anciently enclosed, and
60 acres were enclosed about the year 1668, leaving
120 acres in common, or waste. In the year
1716, the trustees of Lady Ashburnham granted
a lease for 1000 years of 115 acres (which were part
of the last-named 120 acres) of common land, unto
certain individuals, the copyholders of Everton, for
the consideration of £115 money in hand paid down
by the said copyholders ; and on condition of the said
copyholders continuing annually to pay the sum of
£5 15s., being one shilling per acre on the lands so
leased, for and during the entire term and continu-
ance of the said lease, paying as well also 13s. 4d.
annually, being the ancient rent or Breck-silver paid

1716.

by the copyholders for said commons; and it may
have been understood that this 13s. 4d. should con-
tinue to be paid for the five acres of common land
not included in the lease of 115 acres, inasmuch as
there were originally 120 acres. Thus it is shewn,
there are in Everton about 190 acres of frechold
and copyhold lands; 115 acres of leasehold lands;
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and some 5 acres of land not particularly included
under any head; which 5 acres, it is probable, are the
mere and its banks, and some very small patches
that have been disposed of by the township to various
individuals, as the books of the township show, and
some very trivial spots or patches yet remaining, and
which are called “land belonging to the township.”
This total of 310 acres very nearly agrees with the
measurement of the township, as taken in the year
1790 ; as may be seen in the map of that time.

The completion of the lease, in 1716, of the said
115 acres of land, forms a conspicuous feature in the
history of Everton. In consequence of that lease,
nearly all the remaining waste lands of the township
were apportioned, allotted off, enclosed, and much
improved, for agricultural and other purposes. Be-
fore, however, the division or allotment of the lands
of the said lease was carried fully into effect, it was
discovered that some of the lands included in that
lease belonged to, or were in the township of, West
Derby ; and on such discovery, various debates and
disputes arose, and sundry meetings took place to
adjust such differences.

Eventually, a final settlement of the disputed points
was effected, on the 23d June, 1723; the particulars
of which settlement, and many other interesting docu-
ments touching the 1000 years’ lease, the apportion-
ment and allotment of the several parts of the lands
so leased, and other matter thereto belonging, will be
found in the Appendix.

D
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The settlement effected in 1723, seems to have
set at rest all differences and disputes between Everton
and West Derby; and ever since that period, the
manorial affairs of those respective townships or
manors appear to have been amicably transacted at
one and the same place, when needful, that is, in the
lord of the manor’s court, at West Derby, agreeable
to certain forms, customs, &c., as will be shewn in a
forthcoming section.

It would appear that the manorial rights, pnvﬂeaes
&c., in and over the township or manor of Everton,
remained vested in the heirs of the Derby family
until, in the year 1717, Isaac Greene, Esquire,
a respectable solicitor of Liverpool, purchased these
rights, privileges, and emoluments, together with
those of the manors of West Derby, and Wavertree.

Mr. Greene was also proprietor, or lord, of other
manors, some of which were acquired by purchase,
and others were the heritage of his wife, Mary Aspin-
wall, the heiress of Sir Gilbert Ireland.

On the death of Mr. Greene (which took
“place the 5th July, 1749,) his possessions be-
came the property of his daughters and co-heiresses,
Mrs. Blackburn, of Hale, and Mrs. Gaseoyne, of
Childwall; by whom and their heirs the manorial
rights of all the late Mr Greene’s manors were and
still are exercised, and the copyhold courts continue,
under them, to be duly held, with all the formalities
of that system.

Everton became the property of Mary, the daughter

1717.

1749
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. of the late Isaac Greene, Esquire, who married Bamn-
ber Gascoyne, of Barking, in Essex, Esquire, and
M.P., by whom she had two sons; to the eldest of
whom, the late Bamber Gascoyne, of Childwall,
Esquire, (who for many years was M.P. for Liverpool, )
the manors of West Derby, Everton, and Wavertree
descended ; the younger of those sons is the very
worthy General Isaac Gascoyne, the present M. P.
for Liverpool.

The elder Bamber Gascoyne, Esquire, died
8th May, 1799; and the younger, or late, Bam-
ber Gascoyne, Esquire, died 16th January, 1824;
the wife of the latter died 11th July, 1820.

On the death of the late Bamber Gascoyne,
" Esquire, the manors of West Derby, Everton,
&c., devolved to his daughter, and only surviving
child, who married the Marquis of Salisbury; and the
manorial rights, &c., of Eiverton have, in consequence
of the marriage, become vested in that noble family.

1799.

1824

Having brought the history of the seignorage and
soil of the township or manor of Everton through
times of peril as well as of peace ; from rude, remote,
and tyrannical times, to these days of happy tran-
quillity, and of real, permanent, and substantial secu-
rity ; it is hoped it will not be deemed an unpardon-
able step, to introduce a slight digression; prefacing
such digression with a fervent congratulation to the
present inhabitants of Everton, that civilization and
widely-diffused knowledge have created for them this
era of happiness, security, and content !
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1t is more than probable that, in days of yore, many
a warlike phalanx has been seen from Everton, to
wend its hostile way to conflicts which have carried
slanghter, devastation, and even desolation into neigh-
bouring lands and habitations ; and from the humble
dwellings of the people of Ewverton, of ancient days,
in all likelihood, have the youthful male inmates been
marched to death or mutilation ; for vassalage was the
lot of all who, in remote ages, called this township
their home. At their lord’s bidding, all able-bodied
vassals were necessitated to march wherever war’s
horrid operations or ambition’s purposes called them ;
change of masters came with change of years; but
it amounts almost to a certainty, that submission and
misery were, for centuries on centuries, under all
changes of times, of rulers, and of lords, the continued
doom of the ancient inhabitants of Everton, whether
as Brigantes, Anglo-Romans, Anglo-Saxons, Anglo-
Danes, or Anglo-Normans. Hard and bitter was
their lot; but fervent thanks are due to an all-wise
and kind Providence, for the civilization and wide-
spreading knowledge of the present day, which con-
stitute our moral, social, and political shields, by
which we are defended from aggression and oppres-
sion. How long it may please the Ruler of events
to suffer us to remain in this happy, secure, and
enviable state, is wisely sealed up in the book of futu-
rity.  In recent, as well as remote times, how many
untoward circumstances have we not, as a nation,
valiantly overcome, and how fortunate have been the
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results of endeavours, the probability of the success of
which was fearfully against us. The career of that
child of ambition has but lately closed, who was the
dread and the scourge of Europe, and who extended
his eagle eye to the subjugation of the world, but
fixed it most intently and eagerly on the conquest of
our matchless island. At the commencement of the
present century, vehicles were seen parading the
township of Everton, prepared to convey the females,
the helpless, the aged, and the young, of these parts,
to shelter and safety in the interior of the kingdom, if
necessary, on the threatened invasion of Bonaparte.
Let us for a moment suppose that those designs of the
ruler of France had been carried into execution, and
to successful completion, might not tken the injustice,
cruelties, and oppressions of the Norman William
have been again enacted, and have constituted our
misery at the present day ?

It boots not now to argue on present safety, or on the
machinations of that individual, who at one time was
mighty both in fame and power; but to whom do we
owe thanks for the possession of the one, and deliver-
ance from the other? to whom is the praise due?
Truly to those who, under the Almighty’s permission,
stood firmly at their posts; who, although harassed by
a murmuring multitude at home, and deserted by
foreign powers, resolutely employed the nation’s ener-
gies, and effected, not only a full and complete de-
fence, but the utter discomfiture and downfall of that
being, who, though now inanimate and harmless, often
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rinthian chambers of antiquity, eagerly catching at
the data we chance to stumble upon, yet seldom
giving the right appellation or construction to the
matter occasionally obtained ; we are, therefore, both
by the rules of blind-man-buff, and those of etymo-
logy, again obliged to resume our efforts, and recom-
mence our search. Nor would it be a less appropriate
name, were we to style etymology, guessology; for it is
a system, science, or pursuit bound and kept together
by a chain of conjectures, and a series of guesses.
But to pass by etymological enquiry altogether
would be to sin against the rules of history ; slender,
therefore, as the data are, touching the etymology of
the name of Everton, and however imperfect the
mode of its presentation, it must be advanced and
submitted to the reader’s notice. It has often been
declared, and with much shew of truth, that the broad
pronunciation of country people is nearest to the
ancient Saxon phraseology used in England ; the
true sound, and the original meaning, of the names of
places, are therefore more likely to be gathered from
the lips of the unlearned, than from any writings of
old date; as may be briefly proved by stating = case
thus :—Let an educated person visit a tribe in Africa,
and take down their words in writing, as the sound in
utterance dictates ; those who read aloud such written
words seldom, if ever, give to them their true pronun-
ciation. Thus has it been with our rude, unlettered
ancestors ; their names of places have been written
down by learned clerks, and people of following ages
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have given to such names, in many cases, a false pro-
nunciation, which has led to altered orthography.
From the frequent use made of the word “ Yerton,”
by the inhabitants of Everton and its vicinage, in
times not remote, and even still by very aged per-
sons, when speaking of and meaning Everton, it
would almost appear that the true and original name -
of the township had been Yerton; but it is acknow-
ledged that the word Yerton may be a corruption of, or
derivation from, the word Hiretun (higher-town), or
Oureton (over-town), and indeed have the same
meaning, for to both or either of these words the pro-
nunciation of Yerton is nearly allied. But to wade
deeply into an etymological enquiry on the word Yerton
would be as profitless as tedious; it will be better,
then, at once to take that word as synonymous with,
or a derivation from, the word Hiretun. In the Dooms-
day Book, the township is styled Hiretun; a name
given to it, there is reason to presume, from the cir-
cumstance of its having been formerly (as now) the
higher of one or more towns, in its own immediate
vicinage : and to this conclusion every mind would,
at once, be satisfactorily brought, if any evidence
were adduced that, at the time Everton was named
Hiretun, there were in reality one or more towns in
its immediate neighbourhood, built or standing on a
lower site than the town, or township,* of Ewverton
itself. It would not be very difficult to establish the

* Of tonnships, Everton is, and ever has been, the highest on the east,
west, and north of those which are in its immediate vicinage.
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assmmption of the former existence of such lower
town or towns; one, for instance, may have possibly
existed in Kirkdale, and another, probably, on or
very near the site of the present town of Liverpool ;
for we find that all ancient localities, the names of
which terminate in “tun’ or * tune,” have been
towns. Why not, then, let fancy proceed a step,
and say, that “dune” also signifies a town,—that
‘“ ismedune ”’ may have been Esme-tonn,—and that
modern Liverpool stands on the site of old Esmedune.*
If either or both of these assumed towns existed, they
were situated below Everton. From such a circum-
stance the name of Hiretun (higher-town) must have
had its origin, and the still familiar word Yerton, is
doubtless a corruption of it.

To account for the more polished, yet neither more
significant nor more appropriate name, which the
township now bears, we may, with a further trifling
flight of fancy, suppose the alteration of Hiretun, or
Yerton, to Ever-ton, to have been made by some
ancient learned clerk, who, instigated by fancied
wisdom, or by whim, thought to amend the language
of his times. Such an one may have deemed Yerton
a vulgar name, and, with more of yhyme than reason,
he may have created for the township its present
appellation. There is, however, no information ex-

* It belongs to the history of Liverpool to treat more at large on this
point; but it would appear there are good grounds to establish the
opinion that the sites of Liverpool and the once-existing Esmedune are
one and the same.
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tant to prove how or when originated the name which
Everton now bears.

The township bore the name of Hiretun at the close
of the rule of the Anglo-Saxons, as that ancient and
celebrated territorial register, the Doomsday Book,
clearly shews; but let us, for a moment, suppose that
ever is a corrupt pronunciation of hire, there has been
bad taste displayed, and sin committed on sense, in
giving such an incongruous title to the township; a
" title indelibly stamped on its records. In fine, cus-
tom has now irrevocably established “ Lwverton,” to
be the township’s name.

Let us, however, for another moment, suppose hire
to mean ever,—such cannot have been what is termed
an etymon ; for though, as in the present case, it may
imply the township’s existence in and from remote
antiquity, yet reason instructs us that custom only
has established its present name of Ever; and that,
even if the word Aire means ever, it is dis-use that has
buried the original name of the township in oblivion.
- But it is most reasonable to conclude, that all etymo-
logical enquiries touching the word FEwverton, must
result in the decision of its being a corruption of the
word Hiretun ; and so far as reason and analogy can
guide, it may be permitted us to believe, and even
to be convinced, that the ancient (and oldest known)
name of the township, Hireton, was given to the place
in consequence of the circumstance of its being the
higher of one or more towns near unto itself.

There are some who maintain that the word ever has
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been derived from heifer, in consequence of Kverton
having possessed commons, in which many heifers
depastured. Others, again, would derive the word
ever from heather, or according to broader, or Scotch
pronunciation, kether. These latter build their hypo-
thesis on the once existing superabundance of heath
~ which spread itself over the commons or wastes of the
township. These two last-named points are merely
introduced to shew on what slender data an etymo-
logist can build. There are those now living who
perfectly recollect Everton-hill being dubbed, by the
common people, with the sobriquet, Dunnock-brow;
a name given to it, without doubt, in consequence of
the brown or dun appearance of the place, when, in
days of yore, nothing but scanty crops of herbage
covered its commons. Luckily, however, the township
has escaped from the confirmation, by custom and -
long usage, of such a vulgar name; and yet, num-
berless towns owe their established cognomens to
circumstances as slight as did Everton its nick-name
of dunnock, or dun-looking brow.

After all, this section on etymology strongly re--
sembles Matthews’ story of the old Scotch woman ;
in which much is said about nothing. Here then let
the matter rest; let us be content to know that the
township Las a name, a good name, and an old one;
but, “what is there in a name?” Everton would be
(as is said of the rose) as lovely to look on, as sweet,
and as salubrious as it now is, even though it had
any other name.






PRINCE RUPERT’S COTTAGE.




SECTION III.

ANTIQUITIES. -

THERE are no architectural erections of high anti-
quity now remaining in Everton. The cottage,
styled ¢ Prince Rupert’s head-quarters,” stands the
first on the list of Eiverton’s remaining ancient edifices,
and, having been the residence of that prince, is
stamped with some celebrity.

This cottage possessed many advantages, as the
residence of a leader of forces attacking Liverpool.
At the period of its siege by Prince Rupert, in the
year 1644, it was not altogether a despicable place
for even a general officer to reside in; an assertion,
that will have less chance of being disputed, when it
is brought to mind that, in the early parts of the
seventeenth century, the dwellings of the greatest in
the land were lamentably deficient in those elegancies,
accommodations, and luxuries which are now so
general, and even common. As a soldier, there is
little doubt, the prince found this cottage a far more
comfortable, and in every respect preferable, place of
temporary residence, than would have been a frail,
thin tent; there is, therefore, reason to suppose that
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he did not repine at the scanty accommodation it
afforded. Leaders of legions, in these days, would
not, perhaps, be contented with even a much better
temporary domicile ; but matters are not now as they
were heretofore.

Rupert’s Cottage stands on the crest of Everton-
hill, at the south east angle, or upper extremity of the
south side, of a road or street called Everton Brow ;
the cottage however fronts to a road or street called
the Village. It is in the S. W. district, and may be
found on the map annexed to this volume, in that
division of property, or locality, which is marked and
distinguished there by the figure 1, and letter m.

There is nothing remarkable in the structwre of
this cottage, its workmanship and materials being of
the rudest classes; it is a long, low, single-stoned,
rectangular-shaped edifice, about five yards in width
at the east end, and some half-a-yard wider at the
west end ; its extreme length is about 20 yards ; the
whole of its exterior is composed of rude unchiselled
stone, and shilly,* cemented together with lime-mor-
tar generally, but in some parts with clay; the whole
is washed over with white-lime ; the roof is of thatch;
the rafters which support the roof are of oak, bare
and black with age; clay has been daubed over the
inner walls instead of plaster, and, although the pre-
sent occupiers are cleanly people, the materials of

* Shilly is small rubble and flaky parts of stone, such as is generally
cast aside, when large compact masses of stone are sought for, from
quarries.
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which the cottage is constructed scarcely admit of
any approaches being made within it towards neat-
ness ; the floors are of clay, partially tiled ; cellaring
there is none; nor is there an excavation of any kind
into its site, or foundation, as it is solid rock.

At no remote period, the exterior rock, which once
" lay at the north side of the cottage, has been cut
down and removed, to depress the space it occupied
to the level of the road, which causes the building to
be elevated, or perched on a rock, some few feet
“higher than the street; but out of the rock rude
steps have been roughly hewed, by which its two
northern doors are approached.

There was formerly a small closet projecting towards
the road, about mid-way on the north front of this
cottage ; it was taken down some twenty years ago ;
the long chimney has also been much reduced in
length. On the east, the cottage abuts on a barn of
reddish-coloured free-stone, which is of tolerable anti-
quity, though not, perhaps, of a date quite so ancient
as the cottage itself.

The interior of the cottage consists of four apart-
ments, which serve for the domicile of two families.
From the window of the west gable a beautiful pros-
pect is obtained, quite exhilarating to the tenant, a
tailor, who has fixed his work-board under it, from
whence he can feast his eye whenever he is dis-
posed.

The next, in rank, of Everton’s remaining antiqui-

E
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ties, is a cottage in the village, on a site which is
distinguished in the map by the figures 55, and the
letter a. This cottage belongs to, and was, until a
few years ago, long the residence of, a family named
Anderton. In respectability of appearance it is supe-
rior to, and most likely, in point of antiquity, nearly,
if not quite, on a par with, its more favoured neigh-
bour, the temporary palace of a scion of our royal race.

The exterior of Anderton’s cottage is a compound
of stone, clay, and solid timber; the timber is dove-
tailed together, in many places, forming a frame-work,
the cavities or interstices of which are filled up with
clay, or lime-mortar. This mode of building was
very generally practised in Lancashire a century or-
. two ago. The timber used in the construction of this
building is good English oak, ponderous, and still
sound and strong, and calculated to vie in endurance
with the stone, of which many other parts of the cot-
tage are constructed; the roof is tiled now, but was
formerly thatched. Of the interior of this cottage
nothing is required to be stated ; its inmates are hum-
ble, and their domestic economy the reverse of elegant.
There are many who would not consider time altoge-
ther mispent, whilst employed in reading descriptions
of splendid apartments and gaudy canopies; but few
indeed are they who would cast a moment away in
perusing a dissertation on a tailor’s or shoemaker’s
internal domestic economy. :

Adjoining Anderton’s cottage, stands a pile of
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buildings, formerly the property and residence of a
family of Everton nobles, named Rice ; of whom more
Lereafter. It is now about twenty years since the
external and internal parts of this residence were
much improved and modernized; the good taste of
the lady who was for some years its tenant was judi-
ciously displayed in the direction of the improvements
and alterations, by which a farmer’s homely domestic
establishment was converted into an elegant domicile ;
and although, at this time, a little of the exterior
polish is worn away, the owner of the place, Mrs.
Tatlock, finds it a charming abode.

With the road intervening, but nearly opposite to
the last noticed dwelling, in the S. E., stands another
cottage, on a lot marked 22, £, on the map ; this still
humble villa has latterly been trimmed up into a
spruce place of residence, and, compared with its
ancient cottage neighbours, makes quite a superior
and modern appearance. The metamorphosis in the
appearance of this place has been recently effected ;
for, a few years ago, it had a rude and ragged resem-
blance to those old, ruinous, and ill-kept residences,
or homesteads, where indolent agriculturalists reside.
This building was erected the same year (1644) in
which Prince Rupert besieged the town of Liver-
pool.

Another cottage,'two stories in height, constructed
of red stone, in the year 1688, is also standing in
Everton village, on the south-east part of the lot
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marked 19, a; it was built by some branch of the
Heyes' family, and was probably once their place of
residence ; of whom also more will be hereafter stated.
Fifty years ago, there dwelt at this cottage a worthy
matron, to whose care, kindness, and skill, many
individuals, now happy, healthy, and - prosperous
denizens of Liverpool, and other places, are in-
debted, under the Almighty’s favour, for the lease
of life which they now enjoy. Many a puny, puling,
sickly child was entrusted to her well-known capa-
bility as a foster-mother, who, with kindness, attention,
and fidelity, constantly performed every duty of her
trust. Worthy creature! worth such as thine must
be a passport to celestial joys, and thy soul i now
enjoying peace and bliss in heaven; whilst on earth,
so long as these humble annals endure, thy name,
deserving Mary Mercer, shall stand recorded.
Extending in a line of some 50 yards, east and
west, there is a pile of buildings on the north side of
the path over the precipitous road, at the upper part
of Everton Brow. These buildings are about fifty
paces distant north of the Bridewell, or Round-jug of
Everton; most of them were erected in and about the
vear 1692, and are in a tolerable state of preservation,
but present no feature worthy of remark, beyond the
brief notice of their being a set of larger kind of cot-
tages, two stories high, and tolerably roomy  within ;
the spot where these buildings stand is marked 62, a,
on the map. The westernmost of these domiciles has
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long been Mrs. Cooper’'s manufactory for that luscious
compound of sweets, whose excellence is celebrated
far and near, under the name of Everion foffee. At
the east part of this pile of buildings is a butcher’s
shop, where considerable business is done; and was
" for many years past, until lately, the only shambles
in the township.

There is another dwelling now standing in the
township, near the village, on the lot marked 1, o, on
the map ; the exact time of its erection is not known.
Such is also the case with the remains of another
ancient dwelling, forming a sort of abutment to, or
dub-down from, the house erected by the late Doctor
Gleave, on the lot marked 42, d, in Everton-lane.
Both these places, as well as another ancient dwelling
which stood, not long ago, on the St. Domingo land,
on the lot marked 2, i, were built prior to the year
1700; as was also the old part of the Odd-house,
which stands on locality 21, d. To the last-named
house, some additions and improvements have been
lately made. Of ancient architectural erections, those
already noticed are all which now remain in Everton
of the dwellings constructed in the township during
and prior to the seventeenth century.

These are certainly humble edifices, and this brief
account of them, to some persons, may appear
superfluous ; but however insignificant such places
may be in this age of splendour, yet they were, in
their day, the residences of the chief and most sub-
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stantial families of the township, and at the time in
which they were constructed, there were few, if any,
extensive buildings in their vicinage. To know that
these lowly dwellings were once the abodes of worthy,
substantial, and respectable persons, is sufficient to
entitle them to a notice here ; if the persons who occu-
pied them were not deeply versed in the Belle Lettres,
or members of the Beau-monde, yet as honest, pains-
taking, pious, and moral people, who, in their days,
carned respect, they are now, as they will be in after-
time, worthy of recollection and notice.

‘Whatever may have been the style in which do-
mestic residences were built at Everton in early days,
it is pretty evident, from the specimens already given,
that the dwellings, even of the nobles of the township,
were insignificant in size, and incommodiously con-
structed.  Soon after the commencement of the
eightecnth century, however, the houses of Everton as-
sumed a respectable appearance ; they were of larger
dimensions, and more commodiously planned, being
generally two, and occasionally three, stories high;
yet even at that time, the apartments of these dwel-
lings were low, unseemly to the sight, and detri-
mental to health; but great improvement was made
in the exterior appearances. In fine, although they
were not what a more refined taste would have made
them, yet they were spacious, and sufficiently conve-
nient to content the wealthiest individuals of the town-
ship, and many of the opulent of Liverpool, who
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frequently flocked there to reside. But it was re-
served for our times to polish and embellish this
beautiful township, by giving to its architectural erec-
tions their highest finish, and by tastefully forming
delightful gardens and pleasure grounds. Everton is
now studded over with elegant mansions, chiefly the
residence of persons, who, although opulent, still take
pleasure in trade’s transactions, or deem it a duty
they owe their families, to continue their daily toil in
the commercial operations of Liverpool, that they may
increase their store; profiting, at the same time, by
wholesome walks to and from that busy town, inhaling
during their meal-hours the pure and salubrious air
of Everton; where they also pass their peaceful and
happy evenings and nigh'ts,f removed from the town’s
murky, noxious exhalations, and from trade’s arduous
exertions and incessant hum,

It remains now to take notice of such architectural
erections as were standing in Everton within the
recollection of the oldest persons now living. The
first and chief in consideration was, unquestionably,
the one always known, and still remembered, by the
name of
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THE BEACON.

This miniature architectural specimen was the only
memento of the days of auld lang syne, and, indeed,
almost the only ancient public edifice that tradition
can vouch to have ever existed at Everton: it is to be
hoped, therefore, that a somewhat elaborate account
of the building itself, and of matter connected with it,
will not only be deemed pardonable, but acceptable.

The ancient beacon of Everton stood near, if not
on the very spot, where the wall of the east end of the
church of St. George now stands. Gregson, in his
Fragments of Lancashire, says, “The ancient Fire
Beacon of Everton was standicg a few years ago, but
it presented evident marks of decay; if not built at
an earlier date, by some other person, it was probably
built about anno 1220, by Ranulph Blundeville, Earl
of Chester, who erected Beeston Castle, which 1is
visible from the site of the late Fiverton Beacon. * * *
Possessed of considerable property in the vicinage, it
1s most likely Ranulph would not neglect to build a
range of beacons,” &c.
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‘With submission it is hinted here, that Mr. Gregson
has grounded his argument, as to the founder or builder
of this beacon, on erroneous surmises. Gregson pro-
ceeds to say, ‘“ Beacons were objects of much attention
during the threatened invasion of Spain, tempo Queen
Elizabetl ; and that at Everton was considered useful
during the late war.” The last sentence is evidently
erroneous, the old beacon at Everton was not used
during the late war, being altogether destroyed in the
year 1803 : but during the late war, in the year 1804,
a signal station was established by government, at a
few paces distant,. on the south, from the site of the
late old beacon. This station occupied a space of
about 500 square yards, on which stood a low wood-
built cottage, a garden, and a telegraph.*

Mr. Gregson perhaps was not aware that some per-
sons were of opinion that the late Everton beacon was
erected during the time the Spanish Armada was
expected to arrive on the coast of Britain. It is not
intended to offer any absolute opinion on such sur-
mise ; but the description of the beacon, hereafter to
be given, may lead readers to their own conclusions:
it is however pretty certain’ that the late beacon of
Everton was not built prior to the year 1327; for
Rees, in his Cyclopedia, under the head “beacon,”
states, ¢ that before the time of Edward III., beacons
were but stacks of nood, to be fired on the appearance

* About the same period (1804), a beacon of faggots was constructed
on the south side of Walton Cop; but some mischievous person or per-

sons set fire to the beacon, which consumed it, some months after it
was constructed.
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of an enemy; but in Edward’s reign, pitched boxes
were set up, instead of beacons of sticks.”

The following memoranda wére drawn up from a
close, ocular inspection made of the late Everton
beacon, in the year 1802. ¢ On a fine afternoon, in
December, 1802, two persons, fond of exploring an-
cient structures, visited the beacon, which then stood
about a quarter of a mile distant, due west, from the
mere or watering place of Everton.

“Of the exterior appearance of the beacon, at that
time, the wood-cut, presented at the head of these
remarks, will give a tolerably just idea; it was sketched
on the spot, at the time the visit here treated of was
made. As to the plate annexed, it is very nearly a
copy of a drawing taken by an amateur—a friend of
the late John Tarlton, Esq.,—who took the sketch
purposely for Mr. Tarlton, some fifty years ago.

“The beacon was a plain, square, stone edifice, or
tower, two stories in height,* no way remarkable as
to the style or solidity of its structure; it was of plain,
homely masonry, and the stone of which it was built
was of a dull reddish brown colour, such as is pro-
cured on the spot, the site of the late beacon being
a solid mass of the same kind of stone, as is, indeed,
the greater part of the hill of Everton. A flight of
narrow and inconvenient stone steps led to the upper
apartment; and a similar flight to the flat roof, or
terrace platform. There was only-one apartment on

* Some accounts have stated ‘‘threc;” but such statement is erro-
neous.
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the basement story, the floor of which was of earth or
clay, level with the surface of the field outside. In
one corner was a dilapidated fire-place, connected
with an ill-constructed chimney, so strait, that a
poor boy, in his ascent, stuck fast, and was nearly
suffocated with rubbish and dust; he was extricated
by 'a part of the chimney being taken down. The
cattle put to graze in the beacon-field, had free
ingress and egress to and from the beacon.

¢ Of the upper apartment, nothing eulogious can be
stated ; its appearance was bare, cheerless, and dun-
geon-like.  On the walls of that apartment many
initials, and indeed full length names, were chiselled;
but none of celebrity. In the south-west corner of the
roof, or terraced platform, was a large receptacle, or
cistern, composed of stone and cement, intended
originally for the reception of combustible matter,
wherewith a sufficient light might be raised to give
concerted signals of approaching danger to other
stations. At the time of this visit (1802), a goose-
berry-tree and a thorn-bush had found soil sufficient
on the roof and ledging of the east wall to take root,
and during many past summers were known to have
flourished in the full vigour of vegetation.

“The orifices, for the admission of light and air
into the beacon, were little other than such casements
as are found in cottages of old standing; and to all
appearance, for a considerable length of time previous
to this visit, those openings had not had frame-work
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of any kind in them—_through those apertures the
elements freely entered, and as freely retired.”

It is to be regretted that no actual measurement of
the beacon took place at the visit of 1802, but one
of the visiting party furnishes, from memory, the fol-
lowing additional descriptive observations. “The
exterior of the base, or foundation, of the late Everton
beacon, was about 6 yards square, and its height some
25 feet ; the greater part of the marks of decay which
it presented, was evidently the work of neglect. On
the south side, there was a large, long crack or chasm
in the wall of the building, many stones were much
broken at most of the angles, and, in some places, it
would almost appear that wantonness or design had
actually picked out entire stones. To such depreda-
tions the building was freely exposed, it being in
every respect open, unwatched, and unguarded.”

The persons who furnished the above memoranda,
were probably the last who visited the late Everton
beacon, with views of observation, for, during a stormy
night, in the early part of the year 1803, that ancient
edifice was felled, or razed to the ground, and diéap-,
peared almost as suddenly as Aladdin’s magnificent
palace. Rumour blazoned it forth, that the wind
blew it down; and if credit can be given to the man
who said, ¢certain rats had eaten a ton of iron,” it
may be believed that the wind levelled the stone
tower, or beacon of Everton.

The marks of decay which the beacon presented,
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in the year 1803, may not be altogether conclusive of
its claim to very high antiquity, particularly when it
is considered that it had long remained open, unte-
nanted, and neglected, and exposed too, without shelter
of any kind, to elemental storms, as well as to the
depredations of mischievous idlers, and casual visitors.
Considering these things, and bearing in mind that
the beacon was of pigmy dimensions, and of compa-
ratively slight structure, its erection can barely be
supposed to have a claim to very remote antiquity.
Marriages are said to have been solemnized in the
beacon at the time the clergy were expatriated from
Liverpool for their loyalty, during the civil wars be-
“tween Charleés I. and his parliament. A watch-move-
ment maker resided at the beacon, a short time after
the year 1770 ; but the last person said to have been
the beacon’s tenant was an old cobbler, who dwelt
there, under a host of inconveniences, in or about the
year 1783 ; but what rent he paid, tradition sayeth
not. The eye commanded a most picturesque and
pleasing inland view from the roof of the late beacon ;
nor was the sea-ward prospect from thence one jot
inferior—from few stations indeed, far or wide, could
a better be obtained.

Having thus described and disposed of the beacon,
a brief account will be next entered upon, touching
all ancient dwellings which have been demolished at
Everton in late years.

Two buildings, consisting of a house and outhouses,
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stood, for a great length of time, at the distance of a
few yards on the N. E. of the late beacon, which were
destroyed by fire, on Shrove-Tuesday, in the year
1782: during the conflagration, the flames, at times,
communicated to the beacon. It i3 supposed they
were set on fire by gipsies, who had bivouacked in a
shed on the premises, and near to a stack of hay;
though rumour, at one time, accused a man who, soon
after or during the conflagration, for private reasons,
absconded ; but it was ultimately satisfactorily esta-
blished that the suspected runaway was not the incen-
diary. A family, of the name of Oldham, who made
the place a summer residence, had, for some time
previous to the calamity, removed.for the winter to
their town-house, in Liverpool. Much of their furni-
ture, hay, and other valuables, was destroyed, but
part of the property was saved, by the inhabitants of
Everton and neighbouring places, who flocked to the
spot on the alarm being given by a carter, who was
passing the place soon after three o’clock in the morn-
ing; the buildings were totally destroyed.

The following is extracted from Gore’s paper of
14th February, 1782:— T\Venty pounds reward.
‘Whereas a fire broke out early on Tuesday morning,
12th instant, at the dwelling-house of Mr. Isaac
Oldham, of Everton (at that time uninhabited); and
there being strong reasons to suspect it was mali-
ciously and wilfully set on fire by some person or per-
sons unknown, the proprietors of the Liverpool Fire
Office do offer a reward of twenty pounds to any
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persons who will give information, by which the per-
petrators of so outrageous a crime may be convicted
and brought to justice.
“ Wu. Kenmp, Secretary.
‘“Fire Office, Castle-street, 13th February, 1782.”

Some time previous to their occupation by the Old-
ham family, one of the buildings now alluded to had
been, for a considerable time, a public-house, which the
nobles of Everton, and others, long and staunchly pa-
tronised, by holding frequent sittings in its white-limed
chambers, and drinking deep “ of its nut-brown ale.”

On the site of ground, where William Robinson, Esq.
has erected two excellent dwellings, marked 58, a, on
the map, formerly stood a cottage and outhouses.
These were ancient erections, seated below the level of
the present road, and, from their appearance, would
have barely suited a small farmer, as a place of resi-
dence. If report be true, an old woman long dwelt
there, whose name and fame were eminent as an
excellent compounder of cakes, and other tempting
articles of confectionary.

On the locality marked 50, b, there stood a very
ancient cottage, which long went by the name of the
Throstle’s Nest; to this cottage many outbuildings
were attached. The stables, erccted by the late
George Roach, Esq., now stand on the spot formerly
occupied by this cottage, which, to judge from external
appearances, must have been the oldest dwelling of
any that stood in the township, within the knowledge
or recollection of the present existing race. It must
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have been long an admirable place of residence, as to
pure air and prospect, for it stood on the very summit
of the hill, without let or hindrance of view before it ;
the building itself was but humble-looking, though in
better style, and affording more accommodation, than
the cottage of Prince Rupert.

On the lot marked 36, ¢, there was a cottage,
which was taken down in the year 1784, and the
house on its site (lately occupied by the Misses
Paisley,) was then erected, by the late William
Harper, Esq.—a praise-worthy undertaking, and de-
serving of record, as the meritorious act of a pros-
perous son, whose filial affection instigated and
determined him to erect a respectable, comfortable,
and commodious dwelling for his aged parents. The
last person who resided in the cottage was a butcher,
who kept his stall at the place.

Very near to the last-named place, in the west, on
locality 36, b, stood a long, low, cottage-like, white
house, the last occupier of which was a worthy, though
humble, disciple of Pomona and Flora; in other words,
an honest old gardener, and, as he dubbed himself,
a professor of botany, whose name was William
Harrison.

‘William’s skill in the practical parts of his profes-
sion was not above mediocrity, and, in its theoretical
branches, was still further removed from perfection ;
but he had some vanity, and in the course of time
persuaded himself that he was a second Linneus.
Urged on by self-conceit, he had the temerity to at-
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tempt a course of botanical lectures. At the appointed
time, having gathered together a number of open-
mouthed auditors, the professor made his appearance,
and with much self-complacency, after three emphatic
hems! commenced his lecture, which ran very nearly
thus :—

I must inform you, my friends, in the first place,
that what. we call botany, is nothing at all only the
work that nature does for us in the fields and gardens.
Now you will very naturally wish to know what na-
ture is—and I will tell you. Nature, do you see, my
good friends, nature is a sort of a—that is—hem !—a
—a—aye, nature, you must know is, as I was going
to say, nature is—a—a—a something like—a kind
dang it! my good fellows, na-

of'n’ a-—sort-en-a
ture is nature!”
The ill suppressed titters of his audience alarmed
poor lecturer Harison’s wits, and smothered his
ideas ;. his capabilities floundered, he essayed to stam-
mer out a few unintelligible sentences, but at length,
covered with confusion, rushed from the forum, and
was never afterward known to give lectures on botany.
Willlam Harrison’s cottage also disappeared very
shortly after its neighbour was demolished, and on, or
very nearly on its site, are now an excellent house
and garden grounds, the property of Doctor Brandreth,
of Liverpool, and the residence of Rt. Benn, Esq.,
merchant, of the same place. This elegant though
moderate sized villa was formed by Doctor Brandreth,
out of an extensive range of stabling, which had been,
F
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in the first instance, constructed by the late William
Harper, Esq., whose third surviving and youngest
daughter the Doctor married. '

In the S. E., very near to the two last-named cot-
tages, but on the opposite side of the road, stood an
old dwelling, and a barn, on locality 17, d.* These
places were taken down twenty-four years ago, by John
Pyke, Esq., to whom they belonged, and who, at that
time, erected the present handsome dwelling-house
which occupies the whole of this lot: its space was so
small, that the house and out-offices almost cover it.

On the west front of the locality marked 50, a,
about half a century ago, stood a very ancient small
dwelling. One of the last, if not the very last tenant
of which was an old woman, who died there. The
careful old body had hoarded up some gold, which,
rumour says, was found by a buxom young lass, with
which she bought a husband; but, alas! she found
that < wealth has wings,” or, in other words, matters
went ill with her during the remainder of her life.

Another very ancient cottage stood in the village,
on the locality 16, b, which was taken down about
twenty years since, and a very snug dwelling-house
erected on its site, by the present owner, Mr. Richard
Naylor, chief dairyman of the township, who has
since resided there. An inscription, carved on a stone

* In many of the old maps there is an error hereabout; in some of
them, 17, d, is not delineated, the whole of that corner of land being
given as the property of Mrs. Bennet, and marked 70, a; but in reality,

this 17, d, is, and time out of mind has been, distinct property belonging
still to the Pyke family.
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inserted in the wall of that cottage, over the fire-place,
gave the time of its erection 1650.

At a creachy, ruinous hovel, in the close vicinity
of tlie last-named cottage, a poor old woman long
dwelt, who, on a pittance of some one shilling or
eighteen-pence a week, contrived to keep body and
soul together. There are such people still existing,
but how they manage is an enigma. In the present
case the circumstance was the more remarkable, the
poor old woman being a slatternly dawdle ; but her
neighbours were kind to her, as the following anecdote
and colloquy will shew.

A neighbour of poor old Molly’s, one day called
from the threshold of her door to inform the harmless
creature that she had heated her oven, and if she
wished to bake a potatoe pie in it for her dinner, she
was welcome. “Bless you! aye, I should like it
weel enough,” replied Molly, “but I happen not to
ha’ a morsel o’ flesh 1’th’ house to-day.”* O never
mind that,” cried the kind neighbour, “come this
way, an’ I'll gi’ ye part 'n 4 nice bit o’ pork I bought
yesterday.” “Weel, your vast good; but, now I
think on’t, I don’t believe I've got a potatoe i'th’
house.” ¢That’s no great matter nother; so come,
Molly, and T'll g* ye as many potatoes as will sarve.”
“Well, I'm sure you're vast good, an’ so I'll set about
it farrantly—but laws bless me! I welly think I ha’
not a dust o’ flour for th’ crust.” “Well, to be sure!”
exclaimed the neighbour. ¢ But never mind, Molly,

* Literally the ]angﬁage used.
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you sha'nt be disappointed, I'll gi’ you as much flour
as will sarve your turn this time; so hurry hither,
‘woman—prithee ma’ haste whiles th’ oven’s hot.”
Molly accordingly went over and received the meat,
potatoes, and flour, to which was added a sprinkling
of salt and pepper; but just as she was on the thresh-
old of the neighbour’s cottage, she suddenly stopped
to inform her friend she had one want more, in short,
she had not a dish to bake her pie in. This also was
supplied; and thus poor Molly was furnished with-
every requisite, and with all the ingredients necessary,
to fabricate her potatoe pie—for-even as to water, that
also her neighbour’s pump supplied.  Thus, in some
degree, is solved the enigma, how such-like poor
old creatures of small, aye and of large towns, con-
trive to live. TFor the homeliness of all the circum~
stances of this anecdote, the faithfulness of the picture
of the language and manners of the last age must
apologize.

There was an ancient dwelling on the locality
marked 48, b, but it was taken down some fifty years
ago, by the Iate Mr. Tristram, who then erected the
house and offices which now occupy the site of the
ancient dwelling. ~ Murs. or Molly Bushell (a very
different Molly to our poor old Molly afore-named,)
long lived at the place here alluded to. Mrs. Bushell,
or rather Molly Bushell, for she was scarcely known
by any other name, became celebrated as the first
fabricator of that luscious confection; called ¢ Everton
toffy.””  Her factory of sweets, however, was at a
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house nearly opposite -to the dwelling above-named,
to which place she removed when the old house was
taken down.

There was an old cottage at the S. W. corner of
locality 40, ¢, a small, uncomfortable place, which was
erected, there is little doubt, when the surrounding
land was waste or common, for it stood in a strange
angular position, its front facing the S. W. It was
taken down when Messrs. Aspinall built their houses
on the terrace.

* There was also a still more miserable ancient place
of residence, on locality 27, b. A more particular
description of this hovel will be given hereafter.

Almost from time immemorial, until the year 1788,
there had been a pinfold, where cattle were im-
pounded, which -stood near to, if not exactly at, the
entrance gates to the grounds of Charles Shand, Esq.,
in what is now called Rupert-lane : the situation was
most appropriate, for, in former days, the town’s smithy
was exactly opposite to that pinfold. When it was
demolished, another pinfold was constructed in the
N.W. of Everton ; and more recently, one has been
placed near the mere.

It was in the year 1788 that the late William
Harper, Esq. so much improved Rupert-lane, which,
previous to that period, was rough, ill-formed, and
sandy ; he had the pinfold removed,* the road paved,

* 1st May, 1764. There is a minute made in the town’s book, of a re-
solution passed at a meeting of the inhabitants, authorising Mr. Halsall
to make this removal.—Mr. Harper purchased ¢ Croft on,the hill” from
Mr. Halsall’s heirs.
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and the north side fenced off or bordered with a neat,
high, and strong stone wall ; and, in what is termed a
¢ give-and-take” way, he exchanged land so as to
draw tolerably straight lines in the formation of
the road. For some part of the township’s land on
the south, which he enclosed, he gave other land,
and widened the road in the west, opposite to Mr.
Ellinthorp’s buildings, commencing the present broad
formation of the south end of the terrace, which,
many years afterwards, the township completed, by
purchasing and laying to that road some lands and
sites of houses belonging to the heirs of the late
Daniel Backhouse, Esq.

Until the year 1820, there stood an ancient cross in
the village, in the centre of the wide open space lying
between the enclosures or lots, marked on the map
55, a, and 25, b, about a hundred yards distant, in
the east, from Rupert cottage. Although destitute of
ornament, and not remarkable for elegance of appear-
ance, that ancient relique ought to have been per-
mitted to remain,—it was, indeed, Everton’s last
remnant of antiquity ; nor did its presence encumber
or obstruct the way, for where the cross stood, the
road is very wide and spacious, so that neither danger
nor inconvenience was created by its presence: but,
to accommodate some whim, or the accomplishment
of some purpose, not worth enquiring or examining
into, the “powers that then were ”” demolished and
utterly destroyed the cross of Everton. Until a few
years previous to the cross being removed, there was
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a dial affixed on the upper surface of the pillar or
shaft, charges for repairing which often occur in the
town’s accounts; but at length it was suffered to be
destroyed. '

At no very great distance from the S. E. boundary
of Eiverton, once stood a large and strong stone castle,
the site of which is little more than a musquet-shot
distant, in the east, from the chapel at West Derby.
It was erected by Eidward the Confessor; and no doubt
oftentimes, and particularly in turbulent seasons, the
occupiers of that castle not only held rule and domi-
nion over the ancient inhabitants of Everton, but
afforded them protection.

The site of an ancient castle, at West Derby, is
named at the inquisition held at Lancaster, in 1327,
and also in the Doomsday-book: timber and hewn
stone have recently been dug out of its crumbled
ruins. Mr. Mc George, of Everton, has a handsome
writing-desk, constructed of a piece of oak which was
dug out of these ruins., On a brass plate of that
writing-desk, the following sentence is inscribed ;
“This desk was made from part of an oak beam that
was dug out of the ruins of Edward the Confessor’s
castle, at West Derby, Lancashire, supposed to have
been built anno domini 1050; executed under the
direction of J. Mc George, of Everton, 1826.”
There is a remarkable well or spring near to the site
of the old castle. But these matters belong to the
history of West Derby.

A part of the north border of the lands of Everton






SECTION 1V.

CURSORY OBSERVATIONS,

ON THE GEOLOGY; THE PRODUCTIONS, EXTENT, AND VALUE
OF THE SOIL; THE POPULATION ; AND THE CLIMATE OF
EVERTON,

WHEN nature laid the foundation of Everton, she
was, undoubtedly, in one of her common-place hu-
mours, for all which has, thus far, been seen of its
substructure, or parts that lie beneath the surface of
its soil, gives no promise of interest to the geologist.
Except in a few instances, to procure free-stone*
for architectural purposes, man has made no ap-
proaches to examine into the subterranean parts, or
“bowels,” of Everton. Some of its small quarries
have .yielded the required supplies of excellent,
durable, reddish, or chocolate-coloured free-stone;
but when the immediate wants have been supplied,
the private quarries have been filled up, and no
longer worked, with only one exception, that of the

* 1t appears, on the face of the old map of 1716, that our ancestors
quarried in Everton for stone, there being on that map marked ¢ Stone
Quarry,”” and that quarry must have been near to where Mr. Lang’s
houses now stand.
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quarry in the N. W., where operations are now con-
tinued, and carried on in the way of trade.

It would appear that all the hilly parts of Everton
are composed of solid masses of this reddish-coloured
free-stone, covered, but in many places only thinly,
with friable calcareous earth. In the formation
of Shaw-street, much of the same sort of stone
has been procured near the surface, and sold, the
operations being chiefly carried on in a part of the
street opposite to where a church is building in the
south-east quarter of the street; but the quarrying
for stone has latterly been extended to the adjoining
land on the west. Copyholders of Everton will take
notice that the owner of this land can sell the stone
he quarries, for the land has been enfranchised, and
is frechold.

The stone of Everton is durable, and answers well
for architectural purposes, of which many ancient
buildings bear proof; its colour, however, is not
likely to recommend it to general use, and not
more frequently perhaps than when other stone can-
not be procured without considerable expense. If
castles, or stupendous edifices,* were ever to be
again erected, the sombre hue of the Everton stone
would be well calculated for, and congenial with, such
erections ; but for light, ‘asty, modern buildings, it
must give place to all free-stones of lighter, brighter,
and whiter hues.

* Some additional remarks on the north quarry stone will be met with
in the section of the north-west distriet.
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Not any kind of metallic ore, or beds of coal, have
been discovered in Everton ; nor is there, in tl e entire
township, the slightest indications of such treasures
being hidden in its terrene bosom.

The greater part of the superstrata, or upper coat
of the soil of Everton, is shallow, sandy, and calca-
reous. There are, indeed, some few patches of land
in the township which are tolerably fertile; for the
most part, however, the soil of Everton is but mode-
rately fertile, and certainly stands very much in need
of the artificial aid of the husbandman. Not that the
soil of Everton is to be altogether held in contempt,
although, as to high purposes of agriculture, it may
rank only as land of mediocre value; yet its meadows
afford very tolerable, and, in some parts, ample pas-
turage, for the cattle of many graziers and dairymen.
Pretty fair crops of hay, too, are occasionally carted
from its fields; and horticulture, with some artificial
aids, is carried on in the township to a moderate
extent, more especially by the gentry, in grounds
contiguous to their dwellings,

Neither corn nor edible roots, on a scale worthy of
note, are attempted to be produced on the lands of
Everton; but some amateurs, and many of the
gardeners of the gentry, raise fine fruit, both natu-
rally and by heat. There are two nurseries, but not
any extensive grounds dedicated to the exclusive
service of Pomona, in Everton; the orchards are
scarcely worthy of remark; and there is but one
public garden in the whole township, and in that
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only strawberries, and other small fruits, are culti-
vated and produced.

The surface of Everton is of small extent. About
the year 1790, it was measured with tolerable accu-
racy, and the result gave rather more than 310
acres, which varies but in a trifling degree from
the earliest accounts of the measure of the township.
Gregson, who took some pains to ascertain the point,
states, that the accounts given of Everton’s size in
days of yore, differ but little from what it is stated to
be in modern times.*

In remote ages, the names of certain measures, or
quantities of land, were such as are now no longer in
use; our forefathers employed certain terms for such
purposes, or meanings, which were, no doubt, well
understood by them ; but there are few, if any, who
now clearly know the real measure and extent of a
hide, a bovate, a virgate, a caracute, an oxgang, or
such like portions and parcels of land.t Such words

. * According to a census taken in the year 1327, there were computed
to be then 24 oxgangs of land in Everton; which, at 12} acres to the
oxgang, gives 300 acres in the whole.
+ The following table has heen constructed from the best authors;
but, on the whole, there is much uncertainty :—
1 hide of land was equal to 120 acres, or, as some say, 100 acres.
1 virgate of land was equal to 40-acres.
1 oxgang or bovate was equal to 12} or 13 acres.
1 caracute was equal to about 25 acres.
Note.—One author says, ‘‘ six caracutes make a hide of land
between the Ribble and the Mersey ;”’ and another author says,
“ one caracute is one-fourth part of a hide of land.”
1 knight’s fee was equal to 5 hides of land.
In Gregson’s Fragments of Lancashire, it is stated that 15 caracutes
make 4 hides of land.
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or terms are never met with now, nor are they to be
found in the oldest deeds or transfer-documents; but
there are still some strange terms retained, and which
are used to express the extent of certain parcels of
land. As an instance, at an halmote-court of the
lord of the manor, held on the 28th May, 1828, at
West Derby, amongst other lands, in a certain sur-
render made at that time, was a field, or piece of
land, denominated ‘ eight penny worth of land ;”’ the
extent of which was very nearly three quarters of an
acre. The swrrender here alluded to, is that of
¢ Tarbuck to Dugdale.” ,

It would appear that, at some remote period, our
ancestors were taxed, or had their lands valued, at a
shilling per acre; or, as in the case of the great
Everton lease for 1000 years, the chief rent being
one shilling per annum per acre, breadths of land of
an acre in extent were called twelve penny worth of
land, and as the size of a field or close diminished, or
became less than an acre, its fractional part of an
acre gave it the corresponding fractional part of a
shilling for denomination : thus, half an acre was six
penny worth of land, and so forth. But surely it is
time to meet the betler taste of these enlightened
times; such strange denominations of lands should
be obliterated from all conveyance deeds, and give
place to the better defined names of the measures of
the day. Bearing on this subject, a hint is thrown
out here touching the differences of extent and quan-
tity contained in our various modern acres, and which



78 HISTORY OF EVERTON.

exist, to a material degree, even in counties adjoining
each other. It would be a satisfactory measure to
equalize the extent and contents of all British acres ;
or rather, that all who now indiscriminately use the
term acre, to denote various and excessive quantities
of land, would discontinue the practice, and call their
excessive measure by some other name ; suffering all
acres of land in Britain to be considered stafute acres,
and neither more nor less in quantity than statute
acres are. A slight effort would accomplish this, and
put an end to the confusion and uncertainty which
so frequently occur, whenever the word acre is used,
without, at the same, positively defining, classing,
or naming the description of acre intended to be
expressed.

Everton stands much indebted to its owners and
occupiers of the last fifty years for the improvement
of its appearance. Little more than half a century
ago, heath, gorse, and weeds were, for the most part,
its general crop; and unsightly patches of barren,
ill-enclosed land displeased the eye at every glance;
whilst now, delightful prospects, at every turn, and
in every direction, draw the observer’s attention.
Everton now abounds with handsomely-walled plea-
sure grounds, and well-enclosed fields, and is con-
veniently intersected with admirable roads, commo-
dious to the equestrian and pedestrian, for most of
them are well paved, and many of the parapets are
ﬂagged, for two-thirds of their breadth, with admirable,
well laid strong flags, whose smooth surface affords
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pleasure to those who have occasion to walk upon
them.

The respective property of each individual of the
township is now carefully and neatly enclosed, and
all the localities are clearly and effectually separated,
with strong, and, in some places, handsome stone
walls and neatly kept hedge-rows; whilst nearly the
entire of Everton’s surface is covered with dwellings,
and cultivated lands, the latter of which produce
edibles for the use of man and beast; and the
commons and wastes, which were neglected and
unsightly, are, in these days, redundant in vegetation,
and beantiful to behold.

The same lands of Everton are now let at £21
per annum each acre, which, in periods within the
recollection of many now living, did not let for half
as many shillings per acre: the parents of some of
the proprietors of what are now the best lands in
Everton, gave only at the rate of about £200 per
acre for copyholds, which, in extensive lots, have
been sold within the last two years at 5s. per square
yard, and latterly much higher. A sale has been
very recently made, of lands in the S. W. of
Everton, amounting in value (as it is rumoured) to
£30,000, for which 5s. per square yard is said to
have been obtained ; whilst, for smaller portions of
land in the township, near to where it joins Liverpool,
16s. and upwards per square yard is given. Great
as these prices seem to be, particularly when com-
pared with those given for the same, or similar lands,
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towards the middle, and even the close, of the last
century ; yet experienced persons are of opinion,
that, for many years to come, the value of lands in
Everton will progressively advance. Nor can such
opinion be deemed vague, or ill-founded, when the
necessities of the rapidly encreasing population of
Liverpool, and of Everton itself, are taken into full
consideration.

Buildings are compactly clustered in Everton
already, and more particularly of late, in-its western
parts.  Very shortly, indeed, will all our pleasant
green fields, in the west, be converted into streets,
squares, and enclosures, for the uses and wants of
traders and manufacturers; and at no great distance
of time hence, there will not be a tree, shrub, or
flower below the western crest of Everton hill, except
such as the husbandman takes to market, or, per-
haps, some few straggling remains of now standing
trees, which will soon be sickly and drawn up, until
they typify living skeletons.

The greatest price known to have been obtained
for lands at Everton, previous to the year 1810—the
extent of the lot being considered—iwas, for the pur-
chase of about half an acre made by the late George
Roach, Esq:, from the late Daniel Backhouse, Esq.,
and the late Ellis Lorimer, Esq., at the rate of 13s.
per square yard; it is distant about one-third of a
mile from Liverpool, and has been converted into a
single villa, or residence, whereon an elegant mansion
now stands.



-

CURSORY OBSERVATIONS. 81

This sale is a striking contrast with that made by
a Mr. Halsall, some years back, who sold twelve
acres of good land, at Everton, for £125; and still
more so with a sale made in the year 1549, of three
fields, measuring two and a half acres, for which only
£15 was obtained.

The deed of conveyance, for this last-named pro-
perty, is copied and given in the Appendix. The
fields still bear the same names as specified in the
deed, and are to be found on the east of what are
termed “ Aspinall’s buildings,” being at the back of
those premises across the road, called Church-street;
and they are not, in a straight line, more than 300 or
400 yards distant from the land sold; as before stated,
to Mr. Roach, at 13s. per square yard.

Everton, in its present state, presents a beautiful
and agreeable appearance, yet it must be granted
that its beauties and advantages would be materially
enhanced, were it more extensively wooded ; nothing
like a forest, or extensive patch of woodland, is to be
found in the entire township; and, save and except
“a few tall trees,” the shrubberies of the villas and
pleasure grounds, and, in a few instances, on the
hems of fields, Everton is lamentably deficient in
the most essential and ornamental feature of rural
scenery. : : ‘

It is rcasonable to conclude that wood was not
scarce at Everton in ancient times, but the wants of
its own inhabitants, and those of its neighbours, when
coal was little known, and difficult to be procured,

G
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may have caused the woods of Everton to disappear
under the operation of the woodman’s axe. Where
also, it may be asked, are the woods and forests of
West Derby? Knowsley, it is true, is well wooded,
and many other patches of wood may be met with
in, and not very remote from Everton; but even
these reliques of a once well-wooded country are
slowly diminishing. It is not to our credit to write,
that we of these enlightened, but (in the present
case at least) heedless days, hew down freely, but
plant sparingly.

Sir Edward Moore, as may be found in the
¢ Stranger in Liverpool,” mentions a wood of eight
acres extent, which had been planted by his great
grandfather: it lay on the north part of Liverpool,
extending, perhaps, somewhat into Kirkdell (Kirk-
dale), and was in a thriving condition in the year
1667. This wood could only have been a few yards
distant from the west-edge of Everton ; but where is
that wood now ?—not a vestige of it remains, and its
site is barely conjectural.

But in what manner the wood above alluded to
has been destroyed, may be readily imagined, for Sir
Edward Moore, in his address to his son, goes on to
say, “remember you always give a charge to one of
your servants to look to it, otherwise the town of
Liverpool will absolutely destroye it.” This is a
direct reflection on the habits of the people of Liver-
pool, whilst those of Everton, and of Kirkdale, seem
not to be implicated or charged in any way, by
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Sir Edward, in aiding or abetting such improper
practices, although the said wood was on their very
confines ; therefore, as it cannot be substantiated that
the people of Everton, and of Kirkdale, were, in the
days in question, more moral or more honest than
their neighbours of Liverpool, it may be presumed
there was then wood in Everton itself, and in West
Derby, where the people of Everton had right of
estovers, sufficient to answer the wants of both Ever-
ton and West Derby. But, at the time in which
Sir Edward treats, the immediate neighbourhood of
Liverpool could not have been over wooded ; for he
goes on to say, speaking still of the wood,—* which,
if you destroye, gould will scarce buy you wood for
your sufficient use, in regard of the great skercity of
wood about you.”

It is now too late to attempt the embellishment of
the western parts of Everton with woody patches,
and park-like grounds; and as to the other parts of
Everton, the grazier and the dairyman offer more
profitable considerations to the owners of land, in the
shape of high and encreasing rents, than wood would
yield ; in pasturage, too, the lands produce an imme-
diate and valuable income, whilst the emoluments
that might be derived from wood, now planted, would
be uncertain, and could not be realised until many
a flaxen head became grey.

There are many circumstances fast approaching, nay,
actually taking place, which will prove serious draw-
backs to the future claims of Everton, as a delightful
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place of rural residence. The circumstances alluded
to are already felt, Eiverton being frequently enveloped
in dense and murky vapours which the ecrowded
dwellings and factories of Liverpool send forth. This
nuisanee, it may be feared, will be constantly on the
encrease; although the eastern parts of Everton will
for a long, a very long time, be free from it.

The fast augmenting number of its own inhabitants
has also, latterly, given a town-like character to the
society of Everton; and that hospitable, neighbourly,
and formless intercourse of families, so peculiar to
rural society, is now rarely to he met with in the
township, except, indeed, amongst relatives and near .
connexions ; intercourse, it is true, is still kept up
between those whom worldly friendships, and motives
of interest and pleasure,—pleasure not infrequently
akin to dissipation,—draw together, and often in
congregations of such overwhelming numbers, as to
cause enjoyment to be offensively jostled against, and
satisfaction to be squeezed out of their entertaining
rooms : in fine, Everton will soon become a site and
scene whereon ¢ the plodding citizens, and sons of
trade,”” will play busy and ostentatious parts.

It may be as well to run over here a brief com-
parative statement of the numbers of the inhabitants
of Everton at some selected, different epochs, con-
trasting, in their extremes, its ancient with its late
and present population.

The most ancient account extant, which can lay
any claims to authenticity, is a sort of census,



CURSORY OBSERVATIONS. 85

bearing date 1327, in the reign of Edward IIL;
there were then nineteen nativi (or heads of families)
in the township, and they, as it is there written, held
24 oxgangs of land.

Taking five for the number of individuals in each
family, the population of Everton must have been at
that time, ninety-five souls. If this be near the fact,
and there is little reason to doubt its being so, it
would appear, that some centuries after the time
before named, but little addition was made to the
population of Everton; for it is found, by documents
in the town’s chest, that, in the year 1692, there
were only 135 persons residing in the township, and
in the year 1714, there were not more than 140.
In the year 1769, the population of Everton had
encreased to the number of 253 ; in the year 1790,
to 370; in 1801, to 499; and, in 1811, amounted
to 913.

It will display the respectability of the township’s
community, and may prove otherwise interesting, to
give a statement of the stations in life, trades, &c. of
the housekeepers who resided at Everton in the
year 1815.

Patrician ..o...s..otv, 1 Painterse.ceeecessessesees 3
Brewers...ccocovurennnnt 3 Carter «.oeevrenrencrnsnes 1
Brokers ......... eCtaC 11 Housekeeper-labourers 3
Ranneriys: Syl desis il Housekeeper-servant.. 1
Tobacconist vuvevvsenes 1 Currier sooee veeesosares 1
Tax Collectors ......... 2 Physician ..c.eceeveenens 1
Plumbers ......oeennnes 2 Widow-housekeepers .. 22

Masons vevveveenceseonens 2 Spinster-housekeepers. 11
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Gentlemen not in trade 22 Hosierviiioriivenrocacenee 1
SEARIONEE ..e- 200 e vsvunsos 1} Ironmongers «coecvveeaes 2
COOPRT" oouateeecsassnesen 1 Bricklayer-o st eos o en 1
Hair dresser «..ccveeeeee 1 Blacksmith ............. 1
Shoemaker .c..cvvvee-ne oha ol MerchantS...veeeeeeeeees 44
IDIOVELS e, eotosnidoess ite, 2 Lawyers...... ovele s sTeovanl 3
Cowkeeper ....coceveeens 1 Jeweller.eeuiveeececrenses 1
1t n 7o o e fo e s s 1 1 571 0T A S 1
Clergymen ....ccovveeeee 4 Liquor merchants...... <
Architect .ooeeevecenes eehy 1 Tailoys wiisee. v sowvvaies 12
SchoolS vvevevees SN 2 Glass dealer .c.eeueeeene 1
TS S e u e roseleTons g oL D) TARers RN e ek o
Shopkeeper ....ooveeeeee 1 Cork cutter .....cceeenes 1
Flour dealer .v.vevieeees 1 GIOCEIS 4ivie vaarovodive 4
Gardener .ieeeevecesnnes 1 JOINers sveeeveisonsencee 7
Shipwright .......iveeeee 1 Publicans .i.eeeeiniinens 2

In 1821, a very correct census was taken, which
gave the number of the then inhabitants of Everton,
2109; whilst at the present time, 1829, it is pro-
bable there are 3763. The last number is calculated
from the ley-book of the year, which gives 579
inhabited houses, and allowing 64 individuals to each
house, the total is as above stated. The number
of new houses already completed, together with those
in progress of building, at Everton, in the years
1829—30, is little, if at all, short of 100. Kverton
bids fair to make more rapid strides in the encrease
of its population than even its thriving neighbour has
done ; for in the year 1700, Liverpool had only 5714
inhabitants.

There is every reason to suppose that at the next
period of taking a census of the kingdom, the popula-
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tion of Kverton will be nearly double what it was
at the taking of the last census.

Population, 1821—Liverpool, Male ...54,340
Female 64,632} B13,292
In 1811 the inhabitants were...... SIAHEN 94,376

In 1821—Everton, Male ... 760 2169
Female .1,349} 0
In 1811 the inhabitants were only.....oeos  913%

In 1821—West Derby, Male ... 2,695
Female 3,609 } 6,304
In 1811 the inhabitants were...oeveeevenees 3,718

For more information on this, and other statistical
points, some tables, and many notes and observations,
are given in the Appendix.

"The climate of Everton is but what can be said
of it, if the character of the climate of Britain, as
described by a Frenchman, on his return to France,
bé true? < What,” asked the people of Paris of
the travelled Frenchman, ¢is the climate of Britain ?”’
“ Ma foi!” replied monsieur, with an entire shrug,
and a semi-shiver, “ They have in England nine
months winter, and three months bad weather, in one
year.” The reply was hyperbolical, but the climate
of “la belle France” tempted his conscience to
suffer his tongue to take some liberties with truth:
but if the climate of Britain were every year as it was
in the year 1829, the Frenchman’s assertion would
not be at variance with veracity.

Lancashire has perhaps, on the whole, as humid an

* More than doubled.
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atmosphere as any English county whatever; some
parts of it are almost proverbially subject to rainy
weather. It must have struck another Frenchman
very forcibly that Manchester was a place where
rain was constantly falling, for, after an absence of
some two years, he encountered a Manchester ac-
quaintance in Paris, and accosted him in the following
words ; ““Pray, sir, has it left off raining in Man-
chester yet ?”

Everton, of course, participates in the atmospheric
lot which providence apportions to the county it is
scated 1n; it must, however, be taken into conside-
ration, that the local situation of Everton gives it
some advantages, but, as all things in nature are of
a mixed character, that which, in a great measure,
renders Everton so delightful at most times, causes
it to labour under disadvantages in certain seasons.

Everton is tolerably elevated above the level of the
sea, near to which it stands, and being unsheltered,
is consequently exposed to fierce storms. In severe
winters, and inclement periods, the air of Everton is
cold, keen, and piercing; but when the north and
the north-west winds blow with gentle, or only mode-
rate force, the climate of Everton is as salubrious as
that of the ocean itself; then, indeed, the sea-breezes,
in wholesome purity, waft themselves through and
over the whole township. At such times, no bane-
ful effluvia, or smoky vapours, are conveyed from
Liverpool, by the passing breeze, to any part of
Everton.
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It sometimes happens, in the winter months, when
the north and west gales travel with the hurricane’s
velocity and violence, that the winds from the sea are
unwelcome visitors; and, owing to the unsheltered
situation of Fverton, it is not unfrequently ravaged
by those tempests of the ocean, from which the town-
ship has sustained much damage. Some serious
disasters, losses, and fatal accidents have occurred
from these circumstances, at several periods, which
will be noticed in other parts of this work.

Taking, however, the aggregate of times and sea-
sons into due estimation, the climate of Everton
may be denominated bracing and salubrious; it
may perhaps be too sharp and keen for delicate con-
stitutions, or for invalids whose strength may be
prostrated, or for systems excessively shattered, but it
is admirably adapted for all who may require, or will
venture to place themselves in, a bracing atmospheric
bath ; indeed, it may be safely said, that those who
may be temporarily unwell, cannot reside in a more
desirable place. Such persons have every chance of
finding the climate of Everton an exeellent and seldom-
failing antidote to disease ; for, except when the south-
west winds blow, if pure air be near, it will, of a
certainty, be brought to Everton.

On the whole, making the required distinction of
elevated situation, the climate of Everton closely assi-
milates to that of Liverpool ; the reader is, therefore,
referred to the very scientific work of Dr. Dobson, a
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late inhabitant of Liverpool; and to a more modern
publication, entitled “ A Familiar Medical Survey of
Liverpool.”

There is an advantage which presents itself, of con-
siderable importance, in estimating the value of Ever-
ton as a place of residence, namely, its desirable
distance from, yet convenient proximity to Liverpool,
where the necessaries, conveniences, and luxuries
of life abound.

Thus, the very situation affords a temptation, nay
creates a necessity, for exercise. From their resi-
dences at Everton, men of business proceed daily to
their affairs in Liverpool, and the fair sex frequently
visit the well supplied markets and excellently stored
magazines of that great commercial town; from the
first of which the larder and store-room are amply
replenished, whilst the latter gratify the eye, furnish
adornment for the person or the mind of the lovely
fair ones who visit these tempting repositories of
useful, fashionable, elegant, and tastefully displayed
commodities, many of which are indispensable to gen-
teel life.

Many a fair daughter of Everton owes much of the
hue of health and ruddy beauty she now enjoys, to
the excursions she has taken, over and over again, to
the neighbouring town; but it must be granted, that
she is more particularly indebted to her strolls in the
pure air of Everton, and its vicinage ; where she can
enjoy the most charming prospects, or indulge in
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pleasing ruminations or reminiscences, in the rural
privacies of shaded and retired roads, or inhale
fragrant odours in well-trimmed lawns, picturesque
pleasure-grounds, or well-stored gardens: pale, per-
haps, had been her cheek, and pallid her now ruby
lip, had fate immured her in a close, pent-up cham-
ber, in one of the narrow streets or thorough fares of
Liverpool.

Sheltered by the crest of the hill, the western plain
of Everton, and the slope of its brow, afford, in the
winter season particularly, delightful sites for places
of residence, whose inmates can be little inconve-
nienced by the visitation of piercing, inclement easterly
winds; but when in winter the north and east winds
prevail, the summit of the hill, and the north and east
parts of Everton, are somewhat bleak and cold, nor
is it probable that art can materially alter them.
These circumstances are thus pointedly set forth, with
a view to guide those persons who may be desirous of
domiciling themselves at Everton, as to the spots most
likely to suit their respective constitutions; but, after
all, it must be granted, that during a great portion of
the year, the eastern parts of Kverton are delightful—
and as a whole form a most charming region; for,
during the summer and autumnal months, they may
be said to compose a spot of real rural beauty.

As to the summit of the hill, its western prospects
are so grand, extensive, and variegated, that they
tempt even the timid and the delicate to dwell on its
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exposed situation ; and there they brave the winter’s
storms and inclemencies; hope still reminding them
of summer’s coming advantages, beauties, and delights.

A short walk, of only a few minutes’ duration, takes
a pedestrian from Liverpool’s busy and bustling
scenes into a modern Arcadia, where, gradually, the
hum of human toil is lost, and is exchanged for that
of the busy bee, and the sparrow’s merry chirp ; then
it is, that, having escaped the hoarse, croaking cries of
venders of wares, the vehicles of trade, and the con-
verse-killing rattle and noise of the carts of commerce,
as he journeys into Everton, his ears are greeted
and delighted at every step, with sweet notes, gratui-
tously offered, by the ¢ cheerful songsters of the
grove ’—songsters, which can charm and delight the
natural ear much more than can the artificial capa-
bilities of a Sontag, or a Catalani. To people pro-
ceeding from Liverpool into Everton, the suddenness
of this change of scene, and the exhilarating effects
of meliorated air, seem almost the effect of magic;
therefore, with natural zest and godt, the inhabitants
of Liverpool seem to emjoy their visits to one of
Britain’s most charming villages.

On Sundays, and kept holidays, the roads and
avenues which lead to and from Everton, are much
thronged with visitors, drest in their best, inhaling
large and refreshing draughts of pure air, and feast-
ing their eyes with delightful views, both sea-ward
and land-ward. But the number of visitors has latterly






SECTION V.

TENURES OF PROPERTY.

To search into the tenures of landed property, from
their sources down to these times of secure-holding,
must be deemed a satisfactory enquiry by all those
who study, or take pleasure in marking, the progress
of the laws which govern and protect our social
interests. Such study, or enquiry, equally regards
and applies to the history of Everton’s soil, as to
those of the greatest and proudest empires. It is this
apparent necessity which has impelled or induced the
presentation of the following preliminary dissertation
on the origin of present and past tenures, under
which the lands of Everton are and have been
long held.

Of the tenures under which the lands of Britain
were held, prior to the Saxon conquest and rule,
little or nothing is known : the Saxons, however, par-

celled out among themselves into allotments the lands

of the conquered British provinces; each monarch of
the heptarchy distributing to respective chiefs, ac-
cording to their rank, or desert, or to the favour in
which they were held. It was then that the Saxon
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leaders, or chief men, seated themselves on portions
of their own soil, and in time became peaceable
agriculturalists, exercising a lord’s right over their
vassals, labourers, and shepherds—the aborigines of
Britain, and the lower grades of their own coun-
trymen.

It was then and thus that the first known appor-
tionments of lands were made to individuals, and
became the property of subjects of the realm or realms
of the heptarchy in Britain. “Then also originated
our manors, villages, and townships; not their pre-
cise names, it is true, but their customs, rights, and
tenures ; which, having commenced in the earliest
existence of Northumbria, still subsist, with little
alteration but in the orthography of their names, and
gradual extension of cultivation.”

After the Norman conquest, William the Conqueror
arbitrarily dispossessed most of the chief Anglo-Saxon
proprietors of the soil, and granted to his own chiefs,
favourites, and followers large divisions of territory,
even, in some cases, to the extent of whole hundreds,
and many townships and villages, to a single indi-
vidual. Immediately after the conquest, the township
of Everton was held under those lords, in whom,
from time to time, the possession of the honour, or
barony, of Lancaster was vested, and who had |
themselves to render satisfaction to the crown, ac-
cording to certain terms, under the performance of
which they held sub-dominion over their respective
territories. Historians are generally agreed, that at



96 HISTORY OF EVERTON.,

or about this period, lands were made ]Le;'editary to
sub-proprietors, on conditions that required, in most
cases, a knight’s service for a certain stipulated
portion of land. The nobles possessed extensive
domains, which were divided into fees, each fee to
furnish a knight for the king, or for the superior.
The knights thus furnished fought on horseback, and
were armed with sword, lance, and shield: it is said
that for five hides of land the lord was bound to fur-
nish the service of a knight.

As time rolled on, wealth and effeminacy encreased,
and fines, in money and goods, were offered and ac-
cepted in lieu of furnishing and equipping a knight;
thus were established, what are now called rents, and
rent became the parent of taxation. But it would lead
too far to give more of the history of taxation, than
that it took its rise from this composition, or rent of
money, &c. in lieu of knight’s service. Still, how-
ever, much of the arbitrary leaven of the feudal
system remained, under the operation of which sub-
proprietors continued to be much annoyed; and thus
matters continued, until Magna Charta established
and secured the rights of individuals to all justly ac-
quired property.

Although much of the soil of Everton is held
under a tenure which had its origin in feudal times,
yet so admirably are those reliques of rude days
environed by the laws of the constitution, that copy-
hold possessions, save in their disability to work
mines for salt, and in some instances to fell timber



TENURES OF PROPERTY. 97

for sale,* and the inconveniences of a few set forma-
lities, which will be noticed hereafter, are as secure
and eligible, and in many respects more so, than any
. other tenures in the kingdom. Thus is the know-
ledge gathered that, in ancient times, and down to
the happy and glorious establishment of Magna Charta,
kings, at pleasure, granted and gave lands, and at
pleasure dispossessed the lord of his manor. Grants
of land were then issued, and frequently recalled or
revoked, at the sovereign’s will; but the barons of
England, in King Joln’s day, established the right
to hold their estates independent of every power but
that of the law. Lords of manors became independent
proprietors ; they regulated and adjusted matters with
their tenantry, free of regal interference, according to
established rules and customs; and they admitted the
rights of their copyholders to be as secure and valid
as their own, liable only to such forfeiture and bereave-
ment as manorial customs, and the laws of the land,
had ordained. Since then, the lands of Everton have
been granted to copyholders, or old grants sanctioned
and continued, under easy, nay almost insignificant,
terms of suit, service, fine, and rent; and the
copyhold estates of Everton have descended, and
continue to descend, according to the ordinary rules
of consanguinity, or bequest, as the statutes direct,
without the lord of the manor having power to

* A copy of the customs of the manor of West Derby (and of Everton)
is.given in the Appendix, in which it will be perceived that copyholders
of those manors may ¢ fell and sell wood and underwood.”

H
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oppose, with any hope of success, such equitable and
just appropriation of reversions.

The superior tenures, under which the lands of
Everton are held, are those which, in common par-
lance, are termed freehold, copyhold of inheritance,*
and leasehold. The last-named term is limited to
lands which are held under a lease, granted in 1716,
by the lord (and lady) of the manor, for 1000 years.
Inferior, or sub-tenures, are those of leases for lives,
of various terms of time, and very many of yearly
lettings. It should be generally known, and borne
well in mind, that in strictness, according to the cus-
tom of most manors, no copyholders of inheritance or
otherwise can lease their copyholds to any under-
tenant for a longer period than one year, without
license being first obtained of the lord of the manor.

The tenure of freehold or fee-simple is well and
sufficiently known. As to the Everton frecholds, they
were originally copyholds, or waste lands, enfranchised
by purchase or otherwise of lords of the manor.

Of the freeholds, then, and the inferior tenures of -

Everton, it is not intended now to treat; but of the
copyhold tenures, and those of the lease for 1000
years, notice at large will be taken. As there are
many persons who have no other idea of copyhold
tenures than that they are common, yet good titles,
it is deemed proper to go somewhat at length into the

* There are a few patches of land in Everton that are said to be held
under copyhold tenure for 1000 years, such as 25, a, b, ¢, and d, and
34, b, and ¢.
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nature of such tenures, and of the practice of the
manor court, or halmote court, of the Marquis of
Salisbury: at the same time it must be distinctly
understood, that what is about to be stated, has not
been drawn up by one who is of the profession of the
law, and therefore, though these observations may
give a tolerable insight into the subject, they must
not lead to any determination in nice, critical, and
disputed points which may arise on copyhold ques-
tions. ,

In ordinary cases, there are no better tenures than
those of copyhold; the titles of such pass from pos-
sessor to possessor, after being prepared and examined
by the steward of the manor, and by the decision of a
jury, whose duty it is, under the steward’s guidance,
to see that the surrenders which have to pass under
their verdict be correct. This open, public, and
clear manner of registering, or enrolling, tranfers of
copyhold (be such transfers of bargain, demise, or
mortgage) gives a great degree of security to such
transactions. It is true, fraud may occasionally occur,
and copyhold transfers be at times erroneously made ;
but to such disadvantages all transfers of freeholds
and leaseholds are liable, and in a higher degree than
those of copyholds. A copyholder cannot mortgage
his copyhold, without giving the act publicity ; and
this publicity is advantageous to the community, for
no second, or subsequent mortgage can be taken
privily ; but on freeholds and leaseholds, what are
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termed second mortgages have been privily taken, and
to the injury of second mortgagees.

The law sanctions and sustains manorial customs,
as to the lord and the copyholder ; but in cases wherea
stranger may be concerned, the law is paramount, and
overrules custom : for instance, in a case, “where a
copyholder leased his copyhold contrary to the custom
of the manor; yet the lease was good, as to lessor
and lessee, although not to the lord of the manor.”—
Owen 17. Downingham’s case. But in such cases,
it is presumed, the lord could levy fine on the copy-
holder. Copyholders will, therefore, do well to avoid
the penalty, by conforming to the customs of the
court baron.* '

The copyholders of Everton, as has been already
noticed, hold their copyholds under the lord of the
manor, and to him they are bound as to suit:and
service, which, in reality, are but light obligations ;
to him, or to his representative, they have also to pay
certain fixed rents, of very insignificant amount.
Those rents, however, trifling as they are, ought to
be paid annually and regularly; for, although they
may not be demanded for a number of years by the
lord’s steward, they are never entirely lost sight of,
and the time always arives when, at some transfer of

* In the Appendix will be found a copy of the customs of the manor
of West Derby, which are also the customs of Everton; and there also

will be found copious extracts touching on manors, courts baron, copy-
holds, &e.
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the property, those rents, together with all small items
of fines and forfeitures in arrear, are demanded and
paid. The main part of those. fines and forfeitures
arises from neglect and irregularity in the payment of
rent, and from failure in attendance to perform suit
and service; the amount, however, of the whole sum,
for rent, suit, service, fines, and forfeitures, it is again
repeated, 1s insignificant.

The appearance of the Everton copyholder is due
at the lord’s halmote court, once at least annually,
and if not obeyed or performed, a fine is incurred,
trivial, it is true, and seldom demanded, until, accu-
mulating for a number of years, the whole amount
of the fines becomes worthy of notice, and is, as
before stated in the case of rent, demanded and paid.
The custom 1s, for the lord of the manors of West
Derby, Everton, &c., to hold a court annually by his
steward, on some given day in Whitsun-week, in a
small building at West Derby : this building is called .
the ¢ Court-house;” it is an old, but still strong,
stone erection, and, in appearance, little better than a
larger kind of cottage; its interior is kept clean, and
fitted up in the plainest manner; not a vestige of
decoration or ornament, either within or without, does
it possess; mnor has any attention been bestowed on
its internal conveniences, beyond what the business to
be transacted within its walls absolutely required ; in
fine, it is more in keeping with what such places were
centuries ago, than with public buildings of this age
of improvement and taste. Were the lord of the
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manor’s arms placed in some conspicuous part of the
interior of the court-house, they would form an appro-
priate embellishment ; and particularly so, when it is
considered that coats of arms, and also copyhold
courts, owe their origin to the feudal system.

-Separated from the main apartment of the court-
house, is a small closet, in which, it is said, the records
and other documents of these manors are deposited.

It may be necessary to explain why the manorial
affairs of Everton are transacted in the same court,
and at the same time, with the business of other adja-
cent manors; the explanation will be best given in a
concise quotation from an able treatise on copyhold
tenures. “The court baron, as well as the customary
and copyhold court, must be held within its own
manor; but, if a lord be seized of two or more manors,
then, by custom, courts may be held upon one for all:”
—and again, it is worthy of notice, that “in ancient
times the tenants were all bound to attend these
courts, or suffer mulct; nor were they allowed to sit,
but were constrained to remain standing and bare-
headed.”

The affairs, therefore, of all the manors in this vici-
nage, of which the Marquis of Salisbury is the lord,
are transacted together in the court-house at West
Derby annually, on one set day, at Whitsuntide ;
but adjournments are announced, from period to
period ; and on special occasions, courts are frequently
held, or, as it is termed, ¢ courts are called,” at other
place and places than the court-house of West Derby.
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The calling of an extra or special court is resorted to,
when business occurs that cannot be delayed until the
regular, annual, or Whitsuntide courts are held: but
it is laid down in some law books that a court baron
cannot be held, until three weeks may have elapsed
from the holding of a previous court baron of and for
the same manor.

So indifferent, or so ignorant, are many of the copy-
holders of Everton, and of other places, of their liabi-
lity to attend the lord of the manor’s regular annual
courts, that it seldom happens a sufficient number of
copyholders would be likely to appear as would form
a competent jury to transact the routine business,
were not the bailiff to issue summonses, or invita-
tions, to a certain number of copyholders, whose
inclination or leisure may suffer them, without much
inconvenience, to attend; and even after such pre-
cautionary step has been taken, it sometimes occurs
(as it did in the year 1828,*) that a jury is with
difficulty formed. After the jurymen are sworn, the
business of the court commences ; all the lord’s copy-
holders are called over by name, a service which the
steward himself performs, who presides in the court
as the lord’s representative. The names of the copy-
holders are twice called over, lest some who were
absentees during the first summons, might have made
their appearance before it was brought to a close.

* The business of the court had not been entered upon through lack of
jurymen, when casually, out of curiosity, the writcr of this visited the
court,—he was impressed into service,—and business progressed.
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Those copyholders who appear are not fined," and
many absentees make a saving in their mulct, by
employing persons to pay the small demand of four-
pence for each of their copyholds, as their names are
called. Some other minute forms are used and ob-
served, touching the lord’s rights and privileges, of
which it is not intended to go into details; it may,
however, be proper to notice that many, if not all, of
the minor forms of this court would, in all likelihood,
be neglected, and by disuse become entirely extinct,
did not weightier considerations, with which they are
connected, lie behind ; of which more hereafter.

At the annual meeting, or holding of the lord’s
court, the completion of surrender and transfer is
effected by the verdict of juries, touching inheritance,
sale, exchange, or mortgage of copyhold property.
The process consists in making a formal surrender
(but which in reality is only a matter of form) by the
grantor to the lord of the manor, who instanter (with-
out veto) passes all premises, so surrendered, to the
grantee ; whereby the grantee is invested with all
benefit of property so passed, under restraint only of
the custom of the manor, as to suit, service, and rent,

and with permission to use and employ for ever such

passed property as to him, the grantee, and his suc-
cessors, may seem most advantageous—working of
mines for sale, only excepted. As regards working
of mines, the following extract from a judge’s charge
to a jury, in a cause lately tried, will serve to give an
insight into the law of exemption, or the lack of right
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in copyholders to work without license, or to their
own benefit, mines which may exist even in their own
copyholds.  “ Mines lying under most, if not all, the
copyhold tenements in the north of England, belong
to the lord of the manor, but the lord is obliged to
make an agreement with the tenant to allow him to -
enter his land ; for if they come to no agreement, the
minerals must remain unraised.”—Stowe versus Bren-
ton; Court of King’s Bench, 26th November, 1828.

It is only a just and deserved tribute of praise
paid to the conduct of the present steward to the lord
of the manors of West Derby, Everton, &c.—the veryA
worthy John S. Leigh, Esq.—to say that his bland and
gentlemanly manners win him the respect and esteem
of every copyholder who has to attend at the manorial
courts, and indeed of all with whom he has inter-
course, whether in matters of business, or in the more
grateful performances of the duties of the social com-
pact. ‘

The copyholders of the west parts of Everton will
be likely, very shortly, at each transfer of their copy-
holds, to find a serious disadvantage in their Lability
to go through the manor-courts’ customary forms ;
and also, in the increased expense incurred at the
calling of extra, or special courts; to which may be
added other charges, in the shape of fees, &c. to the
officers, jurors, &c. of such courts : nor is it a slight
disadvantage that the parties bargaining cannot select
their own lawyers to draw up the needful deeds, that -
business being invariably performed by the steward,
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who is always (now-a-days at least) a gentleman of
the law; consequently, if any other lawyer be em-
ployed, together with the steward, the fees and
charges are materially enhanced.

This is not of so much consideration when the
transfer of property is of magnitude; but the prox-
imity of Everton to Liverpool has already caused,
and will hereafter much more frequently cause, many
of the copyholds of Everton to be sub-divided and
portioned into numberless building lots, and minute
patches, all and every separately owned lot of which
hias to go through the same forms of transfer as the
most extensive copyhold property in the township:
it is therefore the interest of every copyholder to have
his copyhold enfranchised ; for, at the ratio in which
Liverpool is encreasing, the surface of its soil will soon
be covered with edifices, or appropriated to the uses of
trade and manufacture; and, as a natural consequence,
Everton (and particularly its western parts) will also
be covered with buildings, or parcelled out into minute
subdivisions and allotments, for commercial and general
purposes.

A most excellent alteration of the law touching
copyhold estates, was made by the legislature some few
years ago: it was formerly necessary for each copy- .
holder to go through the form of surrendering his
copyhold to the lord of the manor, o the use of his will ;
without such surrender, as the law stood, a testamentary
bequest of any such copyholds, as those of Everton,
was inutile and invalid ; therefore copyholds, so cir-
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cumstanced, passed into possession of the heir at law
of the last seized copyholder, notwithstanding such
last seized copyholder had bequeathed the copyhold
to any other person.

The obligation to make surrender to the use of a
will, led to no other advantage than that of throwing
some fees and emoluments into the hands of the officers
of manor courts ; the law was, therefore, very wisely
abrogated by a special act of parliament. As the
law now stands, copyholders may bequeath their copy-
holds as effectively as they can other lands, free from
the ancient obligation of surrendering such copyholds
to the use of a will.

The particulars of many cases of hardship which
arose, under and in consequence of the old law, might
be adduced. Tt is only a few years since, that a gen-
tleman died, leaving a valuable Everton copyhold to
his niece ; but a surrender to the use of his will had
not been passed, therefore the copyhold fell to his
brother,* who, being an honest, honourable man, went
instantly, when applied to, through the needful forms
to make the copyhold the property of the individual
to whom his brother had bequeathed it. The world
is not virtuous enough to permit it to be said,—thus
all others would have done.

Having treated diffusely on the copyhold, atten-
tion may be now turned to the leasehold, tenures of
Everton.

There are 115 acres of land, of the customary mea-

* The late much respected Samuel Johnson, Esq.
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sure, in Everton, held under lease for 1000 years;
which lease bears date 3d August, 1716, and was
granted by the trustees of Lady Henrietta Maria
(daughter and heiress of William George Richard, a
late Earl of Derby) and her husband, Lord Ashburn-
ham.

As it may afford some useful information, and
exhibit some curious facts, a concise history of the
St. Domingo estate 1s presented to the reader’s
notice. Such procedure will also shew the progres-
sive advance in the value of some of the lands of
Everton during the last century, and up to the present
time; and, at the same time, some knowledge will
be obtained of the nature and conditions of the lease
itself.

The trustees of Henrietta Maria, the wife of Lord
Ashburnham, and only surviving daughter and heiress
of William George Richard, a late Earl of Derby,
jointly with the said Lord and Lady Ashburnham,
“in consideration of the sum of £115 paid to them,
did lease to J. Seacome, of Liverpool, H. Halsall, of
Everton, R. Johnson, of Everton, T. Hayes, of Ever-
ton, and J. Rose, of Thornton, for and on the general
behalf of the copyholders of Everton, one hundred and
fifteen acres of land in Everton, of the measure there
used, being heretofore in three divisions, called Hang-
field, Whitefield, and Netherfield, and being then
parts of wastes or commons, called Breck, as far as
the commons did extend themselves, to hold the said
commons, &c., for the term of 1000 years, under the
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yearly rent of £5 15s., payable to the said trustees,
their heirs, &c., during the said term.”

In an indenture, dated 28th July, 1724, it is set
forth, that the several owners and proprietors (lessees
and copyholders) of the before-named lands had
separated and divided their several parts, and upon
such partition, H. Halsall had apportioned to his
share 25A. 2r. 26p.* of land ; the land is described at
large in this indenture, which identifies some of the
share appropriated to H. Halsall, as the land which
afterwards became the St. Domingo estate.

Mzr. Halsall's family remained in possession of this
land until 23d August, 1757, at which time his
family sold some of it to a merchant of Liverpool,
named George Campbell ; on the 2d February, 1758,
Mr. Campbell purchased other land from the afore-
named J. Seacome. The lands thus purchased lay
contiguous to each other, and Mr. Campbell, after
erecting sundry buildings, and otherwise much im-
proving the property, gave the name of St. Domingo
to the consolidated estate.

In the year 1770 (Mr. Campbell being dead), a
Mzr. John Crosbie, also a merchant of Liverpool, con-
iracted to purchase the St. Domingo estate for £3800,
and paid down about £680 in part, or as earnest, of
the purchase; but Mr. Crosbie became a bankrupt,
and his assignees ‘offered his interest in the St.
Domingo estate for sale, at the Pontack’s Inn, in
Liverpool, but no bidder appeared. There being no

* In some documents it is stated that I, Halsall's share was 264, 0r. 19r.

-~
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chance of profit likely to accrue to Mr. Crosbie’s
creditors from the bargain touching the St. Domingo
estate, the premises were conveyed over, on the terms
at which Mr. Crosbie had purchased them, unto
Messrs. Gregson, Bridge, and Parke, of Liverpool,
who, in addition to the £680 paid as earnest money
by Mr. Crosbie, paid £3449 17s., making £4129 17s.
—that is to say, £3800 for the purchase, and
£329 17s. for interest remaining unpaid, as was
stipulated in the contract.

In the conveyance to Messrs. Gregson and Co.,
the lands of the St. Domingo estate are stated to be
134. 3r. 1p. of the large measure, eight yards to the
perch or pole. On the 2d February, 1773, Messrs,
Gregson and Co. sold the St. Domingo estate to the
late John Sparling, Esq., a merchant of Liverpool,
for £3470, and the estate remained in Mr. Sparling’s
possession to the time of his decease, which took place
in the year 1800.

There are some. remarkable passages relative to
this St. Domingo estate in the late Mr. Sparling’s
will; one of which is a clause, that forbade his heirs
to let or dispose of the St. Domingo property for any
period beyond the term of seven years. This restric-
tion did not meet the views of his heirs, and, in con-
sequence of general and unanimous agreement among
themselves, application was made to parliament 50th
George III., 18th April, 1810, and a bill was obtained,
to empower certain trustees to dispose of the St.
Domingo estate: the trustees were, however, bound
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by clauses of the said act, to lay out the proceeds of
the sale of the said estate in some secure way, so as
to answer all the trusts of the late Mr. Sparling’s
will.

When application was made to parliament for
permission to sell the St. Domingo estate, it was
stated to the legislature, that although certain pur-
chasers had offered to give £20,000 for the estate,
yet the entire rental was only £395 10s. $ annum.

In the year 1811, the trustees, under the power
granted to them by the said act of parliament, sold
the St. Domingo estate, in parts, to William Peat
Litt, Esq. and to William Ewart, Esq., for £20,295 ;
in the same year, however, Mr. Ewart became the
sole proprietor; and on the 13th September, 1812,
he sold the whole estate to the commissioners for the
affairs of barracks for £26,383 6s. 8d. subject to 14s.
9d. ¥ annum, the proportion of lord’s rent.

The estate remained in the possession of government
for some time, but the 57th Geo. III., chap. 9, em-
powered the commissioners for the affairs of barracks,
if they deemed it needful, to dispose of lands previ-
ously purchased for the barrack department. In
consequence of that authority, the St. Domingo estate
was put up to sale, but as no purchasers appeared,
the property was divided into several lots, many of
which have been sold.*

There is reason to suppose the barrack department
will not be gainers in the transaction, touching the

* The whole has been sold—1829.
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purchase and sale of the St. Domingo estate; but
there have been many untoward circumstances, too
numerous to bring forward, which have tended to
deprecizite the property, the causes of which, however,
have been latterly, and are still, gradually diminish-
ing, nay, it may be stated, have now pretty nearly, if
not altogether ceased. To adduce full proof of such
amendment in the value of the St. Domingo land,
it may be only needful to state that some land,
which once belonged to the St. Domingo estate (a
part, too, of the 115 acres before-named), was sold,
the day previous to the penning of this paragraph, in
building lots, at 14s. ¥ square yard, or, in other
words, at £3388 the statute acre—a wonderful con-
trast to the value of the same land in the year 1716,
which was then only 20s. money down, and 1s. %9
annum chief rent, ¥ acre.

There are some circumstances connected with the
above-named lease for 1000 years, which are worthy
to be known, and therefore the following brief outline
of its history is given.

Inthe year 1714, the copyholders of Everton, being
desirous of enclosing and improving the commons, or
lands which lay waste in their township, applied to
the lord (or lady) of the manor, to have the said
lands leased to them for a certain long period of
years; and their request being favourably received,
a contract was entered into by and between the said
lord of the manor, together with the trustees of his
lady, and a deputation of the said copyholders of
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Everton; the conditions of which contract were
effected and completed to the satisfaction of both the.
contracting parties, on the 3d August, 1716,—on
which day a lease of 115 acres of the said lands, for
1000 years, was formally executed; the particulars
of which have been already given in the preceding
pages of this work.

Soon after procuring the said lease, the copyholders
of Everton proceeded to divide and apportion the
lands so leased among themselves ; all the copyholders
having allotted unto them a proportion of the leased
lands according to the extent of their respective copy-
holds ; and it is worthy of remark, that the full mea-
surement of their aggregate copyholds differed but little
in the whole extent from that of the measure of the
commons or waste lands which were leased for 1000
years, in the year 1716 ; so that all the copyholders
doubled their possessions at Everton, at a cost to each
of them on their respective proportions of £1 ¥ acre,
money down, and a hability to pay 1s. per acre per
annum, during the whole term—the whole being also,
Hable to 13s. 4d. per annum, the ancient rent paid on
the commons.

It may be as well to state that, by an excellent
recent arrangement, the aforesaid lord’s rent, and also
the 13s. 4d. per annum, is raised by and paid out of
the rent of a cottage, which was erected a few years
ago, together with a pinfold adjoining, on a waste spot
of land near the border or bank at the north-east
corner of the mere, or public watering-place.

1
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As the copyholders of Everton were proceeding in
the division of the lands, leased as aforesaid for 1000
years, it was discovered by the people of West Derby,
that a portion thereof, in extent about 16 acres,
was part of a common or waste of West Derby, to
which the copyholders of West Derby laid claim.
After divers disputes and debates, certain articles were
agreed on (which may be found in the Appendix),

- by which Everton gave to West Derby 5% acres in

land, and paid £20 per acre for 11 acres, which
the tenants of Everton had enclosed, agreeable to the
division of the lands of the said lease. But although
the tenants (or rather the copyholders) of Everton
at large, bought from the people of West Derby the
advantages of the said 11 acrés of land, for and
during the term of 1000 years, the said 11 acres

were left under the jurisdiction of West Derby ; and

to that township they are still amenable, in regard to
tithes, taxes, &c.

‘West Derby has continued to pay unto Everton
5s.% annually, which sum is the lord’s rent, on the
5% acres of land which were ceded, in land, to West
Derby, and which 5% acres are part of and included
in the said lease of 1000 years—Everton being bound
by the stipulations of that lease, for the entire duration
of its term, to pay the whole chief rent.

The original lease, together with the articles of
agreement between the copyholders themselves, and
other documents relative to this material matter touch-

* Should be 5s. 13d. annually.
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the heptarchy, or even for many centuries after that
hydra-headed government ceased to rule over the
people of England ; nor can much be related (at least
with certainty or explicitness,) of their manners and
recreations, from the dissolution of the heptarchy down
to and during the seventeenth century ; for nothing has
been discovered in the archives of the township which
bears on these points. The recollections of the oldest
now living only serve to shew the usages of their own
times, with a smattering of what had reached their
ears in their younger days, of the particular practices
of their immediate progenitors.

Some seventy or eighty years ago, all the inhabi-
tants of Everton were plain people, owners and tillers
of land, mixed occasionally with affluent and other
settlers, who, with their families, had retired from
trade, to rusticate, and enjoy themselves at ease, in
the salubrious air, the rural scenery, and the then
unsophisticated society of Everton. In those days,
the upper classes were little removed, either in man-
ners or mode of life, from the middling, or even the
humblest class of beings which then resided in the
township : the main difference between the aristocrats
and plebeians lay in the former being exonerated from
labour, whilst the latter were necessitated to undergo
its fatigues. 'The table of the wealthy aristocrat was
daily furnished with a cup of nut-brown, home-brewed
ale; whilst that of the labourer and small sub-tenant
was seldom graced with other beverage than what the
dairy, the pump, or the well afforded. In those days,
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the public houses were open to, and visited by, all
ranks; yet the working-man’s visits were then, in
general, «few and far between ;” but the landowners,
and other opulent persons, seldom suffered a night to
pass without congregating at one or both of the public-
houses of the township. It is true that in those days,
as now, there were some inveterate sots among the
lower orders, who would entrench themselves in the
midst of the pewter-pots of an alehouse, and remain
drinking whilst a maravedi was left in their pouches,
and until the little reason they once possessed was
for a time destroyed. To preach against such prac-
tices would be about as wise as the attempt to raise
the voice to an audible pitch during a thunder-storm.
The result of a night’s debauch with the old lords of
the soil of Everton, was seldom more than a next-
morning-qualm, or muddled head; and, like old
Toby Philpot, they fared well daily, gradually grew
fat, and could afford to be prodigal, both of money
and time ; but a poor man was constantly taught that
he could not afford to waste either.

It may serve as a specimen of the manners, and of
the mental attainments, of the highest class of society
at Everton, some eighty years ago, to give a descrip-
tive outline of some occurrences which took place at
an evening meeting of the nobles of the township,
mixed with some of their boon companions of Liver-
pool, held at a public-house, which in those days
stood near the late beacon. The fumes of tobacco, ale,
and taciturnity were, at most times, the principal com-
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modities to be met with at these meetings: it chanced
however, one day, that a certain Thomas o’th H ’s
became inspired with a flow of eloquence; the sub-
ject is immaterial, the speech itself being lost to
posterity, for, at the epoch of these events, reporting
had not been invented ; the force, pith, marrow, and
classical beauties of Thomas o’th H-: ’s speech are,
conscquently, buried in the sea of oblivion. In the
beat and energy of his, peroration, the eloquent
Thomas o’th H ’s, unfortunately advanced an
assertion which, by some of his auditors, was deemed
a sin against veracity. Now, in the days here alluded
to, the English language was generally spoken at
Everton in a plain and unadorned manner; contra-
diction had not then been taught politeness, negation
was in a natural state, and difference in opinion was
of a sturdy, knock-"em-down character; the modern
reader, therefore, must neither be shocked nor sur-
prised at what follows.

One William Ripley, who was an eminent grocer
of Liverpool, rose to reply to the rare and erudite
eloquence of Thomas o’th H: ’s; Ripley’s oratory
was almost altogether confined to that class or style
of speechifying termed monosyllabic. Having fairly
steadied himself on his legs, Ripley, with elegance
and energy, addressed the last speaker thus; “Thou
liest!” and thereupon sat down, amidst thunders of
landatory ejaculations, uttered in the pure phraseology
of the times.

Ripley, however, was not permitted to feast long
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on the honey of popular applause; for one Wm. R,
a legitimate legislator of Everton, speedily arose from

his seat, on the anti-Ripley bench, and after sundry -

ineffectual attempts to stifle and subdue a vile and
impertinent hiccup, at length assumed a wise look,
and delivered himself of two or three portentous
puffs; in due time, too, his eloquence arose through
certain guttural passages to the root of his tongue,
and thence rushing to its tip, thus questioned the
bold and evidently self-satisfied Ripley. < Dus ta’
ca’ Tummus o’'th H ’s a liar?”  “Aye,” replied
the valiant Ripley. 'Then, foaming with fury, and
almost choked with the posse of angry words which
his exasperated brain thrust, pell-mell, into his
throat, the doughty adversary of the still undaunted
Ripley in  terrific silence stood :”” at length, a few
emphatic hems disentangled the sentences which had
most unceremoniously jostled together in his wind-
pipe, and one of them escaped, embodied in a roar of
which a bull would not have been ashamed, bellowing
in the cars of the now half-frighted Ripley, ¢ Then
thou’xt a bear!”

Plaudit on plaudit followed, to reward this elegant
home-thrust specimen of rhetoric. The late bold
Ripley quailed under the fulmination, and for some
time sat crest-fallen, whilst, to conceal his fears and
feelings of discomfiture, he buried his features under
a cloud which he had created by sharp and successive
whiffs of his pipe, and, like many other discomfited
heroes, made frequent applications to his friendly cup
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for consolation.  After these, and such like occasional
bursts of elegant eloquence, the nobles of Everton
would again bury themselves in the luxurious fumes
. .of tobacco, and in Utopian dreams, which ever and
anon arose in their abstract fits of taciturnity, would
thus remain until the hour arrived for each to depart
to his respective home. But, occasionally, the old
nobles of Everton recreated themselves with cards,
principally playing the game of brag; at which game,
some of them have been known to sit, warring against
cankered care, and cheating old father Time, for three
entire and successive days and nights; feeding by
snatches, and keeping their lower limbs warm by
suffering the cinders to spread and arise in heaps
around them, in which they embedded their legs, as
rumour says, ncarly knee-deep. Can modern card-
playing match this P—it can—it does, and far beyond
it; that is, in consequences and detrimental results;
a few minutes now spent in Everton at card-playing
causes many a guinea to change masters; whereas
our homely, honest old lords seldom, if ever, rose
from the hardest of their carding campaigns the
gainers or losers of more than a few shillings, or even
pence.

Although the nobles of Everton occasionally in-
dulged in the game of brag, yet, eighty years ago,
cards were little known, and but seldom played, save
indeed at Christmas time, and perchance by a few
dowagers and old maids at some rare and ceremonious
times of assembling together; but visits of ceremony
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were infrequent, whilst those of festivity were strictly
periodical—always at Christmas, and occasionally at
other holiday seasons. The females of those good,
old, by-gone days, constantly busied themselves
with domestic duties, and the men with out-door
affairs : mothers then reared their daughters more for
use than for shew; and the fingers of the richest
youthful females of the township were more accustomed
to pudding-making than pianoforteising ; to plain
sewing, than to the now fashionable employments of
embroidering and toy-making : lasses, then, had the
rudiments of learning engrafted on their minds; the
Bible, and perchance a ballad, were nearly the extent
of their reading; writing was seldom called for or
practised; as to arithmetic, they seldom found it
needful to know more of it than “ how many blue
beans make five.”

And yet, with what would now be called a lamen-
table lack of learning (as without dispute it certainly
may be deemed), the lasses of Everton, in olden times,
made excellent wives, and were exemplary mothers ;
to state that they were good house-wives might, in
these highly civilized days, be considered as only
equivocally meritorious,—but the man who wishes to
enjoy real domestic happiness, will select a partner
of this kind, in preference to an accomplished bas-
blew. In those days, the lasses of Everton were
diamonds, pure from the mine, capable of receiving
higher polish, it is true, but not the less intrinsically
valuable for being only set in the “mould of nature:”
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happy was the man who became possessed of those
natural diamonds, for it was generally in his power to
give to them the hue and polish his heart desired.
As to the young men of Everton, they were indeed
mnsufficiently instructed; for even the better orders
knew little of books in general, and of the belles lettres
they were profoundly ignorant.

Times are, however, much altered, “ learning now
lies in every one’s way, and every one may find it ;”—
time must shew which extreme will be most to the
advantage of society.

There is a calm, smooth, conscience-soothing
feeling constantly reposing on the minds of all
who live as did the good people of Everton during
the period now alluded to; it was then the practice
to go to bed with the sun, and to rise with or
before him : from the roosting time of the feathered
tribe, until chanticleer strained his pipe in the morn,
peace and silence held undisturbed sway in the
township: devoid of care, and scarcely knowing
guilt, even by name, the worthy inhabitants of
Everton then reposed in quiet and safety, daily
arising from refreshing slumbers, hale and hearty, to
perform their diurnal duties. Let it not be imagined,
however, that the people of Everton in those so highly
lauded days, were all immaculate—no such thing;
but to the majority of them this picture of almost
primitive character and purity belongs : there were a
few black sheep in the township; and Bacchus could
then, as well as now, command a small company of
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votaries, During the winters of the olden time, the
cheerful fire-sides of KEverton were generally sur-
rounded by the happy individuals of their respective
families, and often .augmented by the presence of
neighbours and friends ; it was then that the needle
and distaff were sedulously plied by the females, and
the old men smoked their pipes, whilst most of the
young men sat mum-chancing, as it is emphatically
called, or, in plain English, somewhat sillily-silent; not
feeling bold enough; in the presence of their elders,
to advance an opinion, but reserving their ideas for the
days when they should be called upon to play their
parts as masters of families : but they were not all of
this taciturn cast, for some smart natural sayings and
sprinklings of genuine mother wit would occasionally
escape their lips; love, too, would sometimes inspire
them with eloquence, and in practical courtship they
went far beyond the youth of the present day;
romping matches, burglarious depredations on the
attire, and felonious attacks on the lasses’ lips, were
much more frequent than now; that is, such things
were practised in the full view and observance of the
world, whilst in these days, it is to be feared, many
a deep design is gilt over with a shew of decorum.

In the olden time, virtue had scarcely ever to
lament the loss of an Everton handmaiden, and
neither stigma nor stain has rumour cast on the
fame and reputation of any native daughter of the
township; at all events, no croaking collector of
scandal has as yet whispered it into the ears of the
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compiler of this treatise, where every tale of vice,
which has been deposited, shall remain hidden and
entombed. No record or tradition avers that any
Thais was born at Everton, though the township’s
books are sullied with charges of female frailties ; but
they are those of stranger domestics, aliens, or tem-
porary sojourners. Sunday was strictly observed as
a holy-day ; to travel on business, or to take pleasure-
able excursions, on that day, was considered sinful ;
such undertakings were therefore never entered upon,
and indeed not even thought of, by the late genera-
tions of the inhabitants of Everton. To honour the
day, by decorating themselves in their best apparel;
to go regularly twice, if not oftener, to church; to
take their moderate and sober meals in quiet and
thankfulness; and to fill up the portions of time,
not devoted to piety and prayer, with pleasant, salu-
brious walks, in their gardens, meadows, and high-
roads, or, when in doors, seated in conclave, or alone,
consulting that holy book, the Bible ;—such were the
Sabbath-day employments of a great majority of the
unsophisticated beings who dwelt in Everton seventy
or eighty years-ago.

People of the present day may deem the manners
and employments of their predecessors to have been
vulgar and fame, and may stigmatize the good old
mode of passing through life, as one dull round of
sameness ; but such sameness was as beneficial, and
conducive to morality, as are sober and refreshing
draughts of pure water to the physical system. But
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where is the pastoral population of Everton now?
Where are its robust, hardy, and healthy children
of agriculture—its hale, vigorous, cheerful young
men—its neat, yet plainly attired, artless, blushing,
ruddy, merry maidens P—gone—all gone! Many
of them are removed by death, some are converted
into other things by fashion, and a few, perhaps, are
sojourners in other lands.

Together with the face of the soil, the manners,
customs, habits, employments, and amusements of the
people of Everton have become wonderfully changed,
almost to the very reverse of former usages. Their
sports and amusements during the early and middle
parts of the last century, were similar to those in
which the people of the county at large indulged.
The fair sex had then few exclusive amusements ;
and as to the sports and plays of the younger females,
tradition only speaks of such as my lady-queen-ann,
chuck-kernels, or five-stones, and a few other such
like games, in which female children used to engage
at their parents’ thresholds, or on a sunny bank, un-
mixed with the. other sex. But women grown had
scarcely any amusement in which they indulged
themselves, distinct from family society.

Boys diverted themselves with the usual varieties
of spontaneous mischief, and, at fixed times and

seasons, indulged in the games of hoops, tops, mar- .

bles, balls, kites, pop-guns, &c.; as they approached

toward manhood, they took pleasure in congregating

together in large bodies, to engage in the games
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of prison-bar, quoits, leap-frog, foot-and-a-half, and
bandy ; and when they arrived at the full plenitude
of strength, they would betake themselves to wres-
tling, cudgel-playing, and hurling, or play at football,
skittles, pitch-and-hustle, cross-and-pile, &c. How-
ever vulgar such pastimes as publicly grinning
through a horse-collar, running races in sacks, and
eating scalding-hot porridge, may now be deemed,
such things have been known to take place in
the township, and very frequently on the borders
of Everton. These and such like sports afforded
high gratification to the beholders of those days,
and to some who were not of the lower orders,
for many a young and wealthy heiress; and many
a rich, hopeful heir might, eighty years ago, have
been found in the crowd of spectators at such sports.
Mummers and morris-dancers were much in vogue ;
both sexes would sometimes mingle in the “mum-
mer’s merry mazes;’’ but, to the credit of the fair
sex of Everton be it recorded, the female characters,
required in mummer-performances, were generally
enacted by individuals of the other sex, decorated
in grotesque attire. The performers, on such occa-
sions, wore masks, under cover of which a licence
would be frequently taken to proceed beyond the
boundaries of modesty and decorum. The barbarous,
but now nearly exploded practices (ci-devant amuse-
ments) of bull and bear-beating, were greatly encou-
raged and indulged in by our ancestors: the still
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more cruel pastime (horrid misnomer!) of cock-
fighting, was a favourite and frequently-recurring
practice ; especially at Shrovetide, when poor chan-
ticleer was doomed to be the victim of double cruelty,
being not only frequently fought, but also tied to
stakes, and cast at with clubs, for a certain sum given
at each throw.

Mischievous urchins existed in those days, who, in
the fitting seasons (as is still their practice), warred
against the feathered tribe, with trap, net, and bird-
lime; eggs and young birds were sought for by
them with avidity, and wantonly and cruelly sacri-
ficed.

All kinds of game were followed by sportsmen,
who with the hound run down prey, and with the
gun committed havoc dire, amongst both the feathered
and the furry tribes. From youthhood té6 mature age,
the sports of angling were enjoyed ; but meagre were
the spoils the township afforded within itself, to the
huntsman or piscator. The hazle coppices were
visited, at proper seasons, by the youth of both sexes;
and not unfrequently would single pairs, when “ going
a nutting,” take the opportunity to seat themselves
under the hazle-bush, and there sigh, say, and listen
to fond amorous tales.

Bonfires were annually ignited, at Everton, on
each 5th of November, from the time of Guy Faux
until some twenty years ago, when the practice was
discontinued by order of the magistrates. The prin-
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cipal bonfire was that which annually blazed in the
open space of ground that was, in old times, almost
opposite to the ancient town’s smithy : the place is
not distant more than fifty yards north-north-east of
the present coffee-house, and is at the same distance
in the east from the plot of land on the slope of the
Brow, now enclosed with stone work and handsome
iron railing, in the midst of which plot stands a
diminutive stone-jug—the Everton bridewell.

Fun and frolic, mirth and mischief, were as “busy
as bees,”” on the bonfire nights, at Everton: all
classes flocked around the bright blaze: crack! erack!
in the lasses’ ears went many a ball-less discharge from
pistol and gun; serpents hissed along, and singed
the hem of many a petticoat; and oft were heard
repeated screams, partly feigned, after rapid dis-
charges of the dancing crackers. Then the Everton
lads, aye, and many of the lasses too, enjoyed them-
selves at the pic-nic feast of many choice tid-bits,
brought to be devoured at the bonfire’s cheerful
border, whilst in the embers they roasted that essen-
tial root—the potatoe ; nor were the modicums of
beer absent from "the table which mother earth libe-
rally furnished. For a long succession of years, the
night of the 5th of November was considered and
held as a period of enjoyment and jollity ; and there
is still living in the township a very worthy and
respectable personage,* who loves to tell, somewhat
boastingly, that e was for many successive years
ol B Mr: James Holmes.

K
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the captain of the Everton bonfire. It is seen in the
town’s books, that for a long succession of years a
sum of from Is. to 3s. was regularly and annually
given ““{o the lads on the 5th November.” In the
town’s accounts, a charge of the sum given has
always (when paid to the bonfire-lads) been passed
at the meeting as a regular matter : the practice of
thus giving the lads the town’s money for bonfires
seems to have been discontinued since the year
1811, that year being the last.in which such charge
is made. In the year 1806, 5s. was given to the
lads, instead of a bonfire.

To delineate the gradual change from primitive,
pastoral manners, to those of the present day, would
be a minute, trite, and superfluous task; it is better,
then, to strike into a brief descriptive account of the
customs, habits, and employments of the existing in-
habitants of Everton. Much as the surface of the
soil and general appearance of the township have
been altered, they are not more changed than the
modern usages and habits of its present society differ
from those of ancient times.

The hind and labouring husbandman have now
but little agricultural employment at Everton; this
class of labourers having become jacks-of-all-trades,
performing the tasks of gardeners, valets, road-
repairers, and jobbers,—in short, thorough-paced jour-
neymen of all work; whilst the wives and daughters
of these labourers are washers and manglers of linen,
managers of petty shops, and domestic drudges. The



A SKETCH. 131

majority of the labourers of Everton are industrious,
honest, sober, and faithful; but, as is the case in
most places, some may be found who are too fond of
paying their devoirs at the shrine of Bacchus. The
lower orders of Everton have recently had a great
accession to their number, by the settlement in the
township of many labouring persons, who reside on
the borders and parts of Everton which approximate
to and join Liverpool; they arve altogether a new
class of beings in the township, nothing at all re-
moved in their habits and employments from those of
the lower and working classes of all large towns:
There are now many trades-people establishing
themselves at Everton—deserving, useful classes of
people ; and there are also some few establishments
of small dealers and shopkeepers, whose stores afford
great accommodation, inasmuch as they satisfy many
wants which otherwise must have been supplied at
Liverpool ; but there is not, as yet, one shop of
eminence in Everton.

A number of persons engaged in the minor de-
partments of commerce, and some mercantile and
professional clerks, reside at Everton; some of whom
only make it their place of lodging, others take a
hasty stride home to their meals, and at night again
delightedly repair to their wives and families. Per-
sons thus. circumstanced can only, on Sabbath-days
or .superior holidays, spend an entire day in full
domestic upity and sociality.

Ascending on the scale of society, the merchant
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must have the next place here. Many of these reside
at Everton, some of whom carry on business in a
humble way, and within moderate limits, whilst others
are extensive traders, whose affairs are of mighty
magnitude. It is to be understood, however, that
the merchants who reside at Everton are almost,
without a single exception, merchants of Liverpool,
but who have chosen Everton as a most desirable
place of residence for themselves and families.

It is this class of persons, principally, that has
made Everton what it is; their wealth and attention
have transformed a spot which, not long ago, was
little better than an unsightly common—a neglected
waste—into a modern Arcadia, not so prodnctive,
perhaps, as was Arcadia of old, yet little inferior in
beauty and salubrity to that highly extolled region of
antiquity. ]

The merchants residing at Everton at the present
time, may be seen ““ plodding their anxious way,” from
their mansions to their offices, at all times between
the hours of eight and eleven in the morning of
every day, but that of the Sabbath. 'The greater
part of these gentlemen usually walk to town, al-
though there are but few of them who do not keep
either two or four-wheeled carriages, of some struc-
‘ture or other, from the light gig to the gorgeous
heavy-bodied coach. Many keep two or more of
such carriages ; but not any persons, at present
residing at Everton, run their carriages with four
‘horses, except indeed upon- casual and very rare
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occasions. = The practice of the gentry of Everton
walking to town is as conducive to their own health
as convenient and agreeable to their families, the
carriages being at liberty to take them on excursions
of business or pleasure, or to visit the shrines of
fashion, or to leave their cards-of-compliment at the
doors of their acquaintance and—the word will some-
times apply—friends. -

The dinner-hour of the gentry at Everton is seldom
much before five in the afternoon, and often later;
there are some few persons, however, and who rank
high in their line of transactions, that dine at the
unfashionable hour of one or two. Many respectable
individuals take their dinner about the hour of three;
these are principally such as have retired from
business, or who are otherwise independent.

It is the custom of those who are engaged in
commmercial pursuits, and who dine at the earlier
hours, to return to business after dinner; but they
.who take late dinners seldom visit Liverpool in the
evening, unless it be to join a private party of
pleasure, or to attend a concert, or the theatre. On
a par with the chief merchants may be placed several
eminent brokers, who also reside at Everton, whose
talent, industry, and wealth approach near to an
equality with those of their great mercantile neigh-
bours. - The clergy, medical men, and lawyers of
Everton- are few in number, but highly respectable
in their respective. spheres, exemplary in their con-
duct, regular and indefatigable ‘in the performance of
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their respective duties, and truly useful in their avoca-
tions; nor need any exception be made to this well-
merited eulogy on their character. There are not
any- family of nobility, at this time, residing at Ever-
ton; Prince Rupert, and Prince William (now Duke)
of Gloucester, are the only personages of royal blood
that have been known to make Everton their tempo-
rary place of abode. h

The manners of the greater part of the higher and
of the middle classes of Everton are bland, courteous,
and polished ; and even those of the lower grades are
much improved, and are making some approaches to
civilization.  As to the middle classes of society, their
manners and . conduct are characteristically stamped
with sound sense and decorum ; in their general inter-
course with their neighbours, they are hospitable and
friendly ; and in their personal appearance, neatness
and comfort are most becomingly blended together:
as to'their internal arrangements, they might be
almost termed essays in cleanness, order, and even.
elegance ; and their domestic economy is regulated
on a scale which enables them to provide most satis-
torily all that their own wants and comforts require;
to entertain their friends respectably, and even sump-
tuously ; and to perform deeds of general benevolence
and charity.

If the term amusements be taken strictly, and in its
literal sense, the people of Everton may be said to
have enjoyed but a very limited share, cither in times
past, or at the present day; but therc are certain
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ways of employing time, which are recreative and
refreshing to body and mind, although mirth may not
at such times mix with our modes and moods: the
acceptation of the term amusements is therefore, in this
context, to be considered, and to have allowed unto it,
as general and diffuse a meaning as our language
will afford. /

At the present day, retirement from the bustle of
trade, to enjoy social and domestic pleasures, seems to
be the ne plus ultra of the enjoyments of the people
of Everton; and latterly, a sober, not to say sombre
shade, has been cast over the social manners and con-
duct of a great part of the inhabitants of the township,
many of whom have become as systematic, uniform,
and regular in plainly attiring their persons, and in
their regularity of attending to pious duties, as are the
fraternities or sects termed Methodists and Friends.

Of the amusements of the lower classes of Everton,
little can be said, for little or none do they enjoy. - A
spirit has lately arisen in the land, that has instigated
the magistracy, and other high and influential persons,
to curb, restrain, and almost-absolutely forbid, the
lowly and humble of society from indulging in any
pastimes’ whatever. = Everton was never known to
hold fairs or wakes, or such like merry-makings, within
its own limits ; but in the neighbouring townships, at
certain fixed periods, such meetings were frequently
held, and at most of such merry-makings, the lads
and lasses of Everton seldom failed to attend. TFor a
great number of years it was the custom and practice
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of the common people of Liverpool and its vicinage
to assemble annually, at Easter-tide, to recreaté them~
selves at a place called Folly-field—a field in Liver-
pool, and which adjoined the south border of Ever-
ton. The magistrates of Liverpool have, however,
# quashed the custom ;" for, in the year 1819, Folly-
fair Easter-meeting was forbidden to be held; and
never .since that time have the people assembled to
enjoy themselves in that quarter. ‘

"To Folly-fair the common people of Everton cer-
tainly went; but owing, as it was said, to its licentious-
ness, it was abolished, and 1s now almost forgotten,
although a dozen years have not passed away since it
was at the height of its notoriety.

The Folly was near the confines of Everton, and,
therefore, it is deemed reconcileable to the plan and
object of this treatise to introduce the following
extract from a lefter, written by an elderly gentleman,
and which was intended for insertion in a Liverpool
newspaper; but the contribution- was not sent, nor
has it been published until now.

* “The Folly was a low building, with a few rooms
for the family, and two or three small ones for the
accommodation of the public on the ground floor; at
the west end there was a large tower, and from thé
erection of this part, the place got the name of
¢ Folly *—the inhabitants of the neighbourhood sup-
posing the proprietor to be a simpleton.

: “The site of the Folly was near the south entrance
to St. ‘Anne’s-street; the building had " a -narrow
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passage, which led to it from a (then) dirty lane,
that ran towards Derby—the same road, but now
much improved and widened, is called Upper-
Islington. ;

- “The Folly was noted for delicious cakes and
choice ale, and forms were placed in the court or
frontrground, for the accommodation of guests.

“This house was much frequented on Sunday
evenings and on holidays, and more particularly
about the time of Easter, for at that season a beverage
was brewed at the Folly, composed of ale enriched
with spices,” called braggot, and the holiday-folk
flocked from Liverpool town to quaff this their
favourite beverage: many of the guests seated them-
selves on the top of the Folly, from whence they
enjoyed a most charming prospect of Liverpool,
Everton, and the river Mersey.

“'The Folly was taken down, and there was not any
assemblages of persons in that mneighbourhood for
some years afterwards, except indeed the walks and
airings taken by young persons on holidays, and
particularly at Iaster-tide, when the season frequently
tempted them in crowds to creep toward the country ;
many youngsters, too, at that season flocked to the
open grounds, near.the site of the old Folly, to play
at trap, &ec: &c., and to mdulge in many such like
harmless amusements. 4

It was not until some public-houses were Opened
on the road near to where the Folly stood, that the
people again resorted to that neighbourhood to drink
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and make merry at Easter-tide ; and then first arose
the name of Folly-fair.

“ From these last named meetings originated the
present licentious and immoral practices that now
annually take place on the roads leading from Liver-
pool to Derby and Liow-hill ; and the magistrates are
highly to be commended for endeavouring to suppress
the disorderly, riotous proceedings which now dis-
grace that neighbourhood; proceedings that bear no
resemblance to the original quiet and well regulated
practices that were wont to be followed at the ancient
house of entertainment, called the Folly.”

From time immemorial wakes have been and still
are annually held at West Derby; it would appear,
however, that neither now nor formerly have they
been much frequented by the people of Everton.
Rude and rough are the sports at Derby wakes, bull-
baiting, and other cruel practices,” having formed
the chief amusements; for many years it was the
custom to drive a bull from these wakes into the
streets of Liverpool, until a most audacious set of
revellers actually drove one of the baited Derby bulls
into a box of the theatre, in Williamson-square ; the
act, however, proved so obnoxious to the people  of
Liverpool, as to cause them to apply to the magis-
trates, who at once put a stop to the practice of bring-
ing the bulls from Derby wakes into the town’s
crowded streets.

Occasionally the common people are indulged with
a sight-seeing occurrence at Everton ; but ‘they are so
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near the tempting allurements of Liverpool, that the
lack of places of amusement is not heeded. The rural
dance is now obsolete; indeed, at this day, there is
scarcely a vestige left of rural pastime, or pastoral
recreation, in all Everton.

The sports, amusements, and employments of the
upper and middle classes of society, now residing at
Everton, are so similar, that it may be allowed to
treat of them under the same head.

As already stated; society has, of late, assumed
a sombre character at Everton; numbers of its
residents spending a great part of their leisure time
in conversational intercourse, not only with their
living neighbours and acquaintance, but with their
inanimate, yet not less sincere friends, their books.
A book society has been formed, upon principles, and
under regulations, which give it a useful effect,
with the least possible pecuniary outlay; indeed it
may be said, that the highest class of amusement,
blended with the advantages to be derived from the
expansion of knowledge, and the general cultivation
of the mental faculties, is purchased by the members
of the Everton book society in the most economical
manner, that of a public library excepted,—which
Everton does not, at present, possess; but in good
time, there is little doubt, this want will be supplied.
Unless the male gentry travel to'some distance from
their own township, they will have little chance of
enjoying what are called field sports, for there are
scarcely any foxes or hares, and little or none of any
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kind of feathered game, to be met with in Everton’s
entire township. Nor are there in Everton any
lakes, rivers, or rivulets, or other waters worthy to cast
a net or line into; there are indeed a few ponds,
some of which perhaps are stored indifferently with
small fish, but even such may only be found in private
gardens and pleasure grounds, and are consequently,
in the strictest sense of the word, preserved.

Archery has occasionally been practised as a

pastime, both by the young and by adults, at
Everton, where associations of archers have been
formed, composed of the gentry and their neighbours;
but the spirit that originated such associations has
ever proved feeble and short-lived. -
- The gentry of Everton have frequently evinced
a disposition to make a display of fire-works; but no
exhibitions worthy of record have resulted from their
efforts; and even those few public displays of the
pyrotechnic art which have taken place, within the
last few years, proved little other than mere * flashes
in the pan.”

For a long period previous to the year 1814 there
had not been a bowling-green in the township, when
James Atherton, Esq., attached one to a large com-
modious edifice near to the church. - When that
edifice was first occupied, it was a house of public
entertainment, known by the name of “St. George’s
Hotel ;” and to that hotel the bowling-green ‘was
attached, until the former was converted into a board-
ing-school, in the year 1822, and the bowling-green
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became the play-ground of the pupils. Thus deprived
of the place in which the Evertonians had been wont
to recreate themselves, a number of respectable per-
sons, in the year 1822, established by subscription the
present bowling-green, which is at the east part of a
spot or locality marked 19, i, on the map, at a little
distance due west of the mere. It is said that there
were other bowling-greens at Everton formerly ; but
if so, it would appear that they proved neither attrac-
tive nor profitable :. the present subscription bowling-
green, however, promises to answer the expectations
of its founders.

Of late years, during the seasons of frost, a number
of gentlemen have assembled, almost daily, on the
mere, to engage in the Scottish pastime of curling.

The in-door amusements of the gentry of Everton
may be comprised under the general heads of card-
parties, routs, dances, conversational-meetings, and
social and convivial assemblies, at the dinner, tea, and
supper tables. Concerts are not now given at Ever-
ton, except occasionally on a very small scale, when
they are held at private houses; but there was one
society deserving of record—a society that has few
parallels in the unison of sentiment, friendship, and
stability, and which existed for a quarter of a century;
this was a quartette party, whose meetings were regu-
larly held weekly, on the evenings of Thursday,
except when sickness or sorrow caused temporary
interruptions. Death has made lamentable breaches
in the ranks of this musical phalanx, though until the -
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present time other members were procured to supply
the places of the removed,—but the society is now
broken up. It may not be amiss to state; that the
long endurance of this musical society may be attri-
buted to the prudent determination of its members,
and which was strictly adhered to, of not luxuriously
catering to the appetite, or to any of the grosser
senses, confining their exertions to please the ear,
and harmonise the passions: they limited their re-
freshments to coffee, and bread, with its butyra-
ceous concomitants ; sparingly, very sparingly indeed,
did they indulge in the cordial cup, and no dainty
delicacies ever smoked on their boards. With these
sons of harmony, the selected evenings were strictly
dedicated to Apollo; nor did late hours, or excess of
any kind, ever sully their truly harmonious meetings.
It is reasonable to assume that the genius of music
often hovered over the domicile of Mr. Drinkwater,
and with pleasure tarried there, to listen to the “ con-
cord of sweet sounds:” and when death shall have
unstrung the harps of all who used to join this harmo-
nious band, still will the genius of music, as he lingers
over the well remembered spot, bestow a tributary
sigh, and chaunt a prayer-hymn to the throne of
grace, that the souls of his departed devotees may find
rest, peace, and happiness in heaven.

An attempt was made, in November, 1814, soon
after the erection of the church at Everton, to hold
an oratorio there: the price of a ticket was fifteen
shillings, which admitted the possessor to two days’
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performances ; but the attempt was unsuccessful, and
resulted in loss and disappointment to its projectors
and conductors.

About twenty years ago, some attempts were made
to establish public assemblies at Everton, where the
aged might recreate themselves with cards, and the
young with “tripping. on the light fantastic toe.”
The attempt, at first, promised tolerable success, but
the number of frequenters annually becoming less, and
dwindling into insignificance, the project was altoge-
ther abandoned. Those assemblies were held at the
Everton Coffee-house, on the Brow, and were as much
frequented by the people of Liverpool, as by the inha-
bitants of Everton. About the same period, one or
two grand balls were given at the coffee-house, by
bachelor-gentlemen, who had received civic honours.
The expenses incurred by the mock-magistrates
afforded them scarcely any other reward than deri-
sion’s smile.

Of the existing in-door amusements of the gentry
of Everton, routs must have precedence, and routs are
not infrequently held at Everton, at which the num-
ber of visitors materially varies. Sometimes, at such
meetings, a snug party of half-a-dozen assembles; in
general, however, the number is greater, extending
to twenty, fifty, or more ; when the visitors are very
numerous, they, of course, squeeze themselves into
pleasure’s saloons, and, in such cases, fresh air is
sometimes as precious as it was in the never-to-be-
forgotten prison-cell of Calcutta. The employment
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of time at the Everton evening parties is, in some
instances, in conversation only, but more frequently
with cards; sometimes music and singing are the
order of such nights; and often, particularly in the
cold season, ¢ dancing devours the merry hours;”
whilst at other times, all these employments are pro-
gressing simultaneously under one roof, and on the
same evening. The refreshments served at such
meetings accord with the convenience, capability, and
inclination of the host or hostess, and are generally
studiously produced to meet the taste of the guests.
At some parties, tea and tea-bread only are offered ;
this kind of party has received the ill-merited satirical
title of “tea and furn-out.” At other parties, to the
tea and coffee, rich cake and wine are added; and
not unfrequently the visitor is treated with viands
more substantial, introduced on trays, which are gene-
rally covered with sandwiches, slices of cold meat,
patties, and pies of fruit and meat, together with
custards, jellies, and glasses sparkling with wine, or
foaming with malt liquor ; and generally, when part-
ing time comes, good night is drank in a cordial spirit
cup, or a glass of generous wine.

But a practice is now very prevalent, at these even-
ing parties, of seating the guests at a supper-board,
sometimes moderately covered, but too often loaded,
with many delicacies of the season. At such supper-
parties, conviviality becomes the order of the hour;
tongues are unloosed, that previously seemed inca-
pable of motion, by the all-powerful effects of sociality
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and good cheer; it is then that many, who at other
times are accounted silent, sedate, and sober persons,
often change their outward characters. Starch and
demure personages will, at these hospitable meetings,
lay aside the cloak in which convenience, interest,
habit, or hypocrisy had wrapped them, to play the
merry-andrew, spout out witticisms, or promulgate
sarcasms, inuendoes, and jokes of every grade, from
the excellent to the despicable. But the majority of
the guests at an Everton suppering, it is willingly and
truly avowed, are good, hearty subjects; and indeed,
taking them in the main, the men are honest, and the
lasses bonny. The pleasure of the evening is fre-
quently enhanced by the songs of amateur cantators
and cantatrices, and the strains of essayists, who,
though they are not highly-gifted votaries of Apollo,
are listened to with good humour and complacency,
and generally, with or without desert, rewarded with
applause.

Sometimes, at these supper-tables, talented and ra-
tionally-disposed minds exchange, reciprocate, and dis-
seminate learned lore ; but, be the mood what it may,
conversation, singing, good eating, and as good drink-
ing, are the constant adjuncts of the Everton suppers
under consideration, where cankered care never dares
to intrude, and even old father Time seems bribed to
stand still ; the sly old rogue, however, moves onward,
as.the guests discover, when, at long-last, the reluc-
tant and lingering question is put, “ How goes the
enemy?”’ or, in other words, ¢ What’s the hour?”

L
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On the evenings of routs, and of set supperings,
at Everton, cards are almost invariably introduced;
the game of whist is then generally played by the
adults, especially by the males; whilst the ladies,
for the most part, particularly those of a certain
age, prefer that of quadrille, played, almost without
exception, in the improved way, under the name of
preference, and occasionally, but very rarely, in that
still more advanced - stage of complexity, called
mogul.

The young people of Everton, of both sexes, are
not over much addicted to card-playing; and when
they do sit down to cards, it is generally to play at
what are called round-games, such as loo, pope,
speculation, intrigue-and-matrimony, camat, com-
merce, &c.. The younger branches of the Everton
gentry are not averse to indulge occasionally in the
good old romping sports of blind-man-buff, hunt-the-
slipper, hide-and-seek, tick-and-touch-wood, &ec.;
and are delighted to enter into the more roguish
games of forfeit. Ah! who are there that cannot with
delight call to mind the joy, the pleasure, the happy
carelessness, and the primitive innocence of those days,
when they themselves participated in such sports?
Can they repress the sigh of regret that such enjoy-
ments are for them no more? But although from
the adult advanced in life, from the aged, and from
the infirm, such innocent, sportive joys are withheld,
let them still rejoice and be glad that their children,
and children’s children, can enjoy and revel in those
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recreations which they, in their youthful days, thought
so ecstatic. ,

Of the snug, family, and friendly dinner parties,
on a small scale, or of the cosy, comfortable tete-a-
tetes of feeding friends and acquaintances, who often
meet at Everton, little need be told. On such occa-
sions comfort, happiness, pleasure, and content are
generally the attendants and servers-up of excellent
nutritive dishes, or of tempting tid-bits, that prove
exquisite flavourers to the juice of the grape, the alco-
holic cordial, the nectar, brewed with acid and dulce,
dashed with Farintosh, and the wholesome and invigo-
rating beverage extracted from British fountains, with
the aid and instrumentality of Sir John Barleycorn.

Breakfast parties are rare, and scarcely ever given
at Everton, except on the mornings of wedding-days;
but set and formal large dinner parties are as frequent
as may be desired.

Dinner parties are, however, the gentlemen’s scenes
of glory ; the fair sex, at such times, are not in their
element, unless, indeed, it be the bold woman who
loves to laugh loud, and to hob-nob with all who
challenge her to quaff the “rosy cup;” it is only the
least amiable of the sex who can enjoy, with a zest,
a crowded dinner party’s operations. But thanks
to morality, decorum, and virtue! the dames of Ever-
ton are more given to tea than to foasts; to soiree
badinages than to banquetings; and, in fine, to pru-
dent and rational pleasantry than to pampering their
appetites with the best gifts of Apicius or Bacchus.
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Many ladies of Everton, to gratify their lords, do
the honours, and go through the arduous duties, of a
crowded dinner table; but such efforts are generally
tributes to conjugal affection and duty, rather than
effusions of display, or ventures in quest of satisfaction
or delight. Seeing that in every library, and in every
bookseller’s shop, we meet with ponderous tomes on
“Cookery made easy,” it need not be stated here
what viands grace the dinner tables of the Everton
gentry in general, who feast and feed according to the
custom of fashionable society, the particulars of which
Kitchener, Ude, and Co. may, and if consulted, must
and will, inform the reader. At this epoch, it is the
custom of the ladies of Everton to retire at an early
hour from the dining saloon, leaving the gentlemen
to politics and Port nine. Ah, no! honest plain Port
is now almost banished from the tables of the present
luxurious Englishmen ; fanciful French wines have
now become the bibulous favourites of John Bull, or
rather of the gentlefolk of John Bull’s family ; John
himself, and his unsophisticated branches, are wise
“enongh still to love the good, sound, bracing juice of
Portugal’s grape, despite of the shewy sparkles which,
in French wines, deceive all the senses but that of
sight. '

The secrets of the seraglio are not better kept than
are those of the ladies who assemble in the drawing-
room immediately after dinner ; in due time, however,
the female divan bring their confabulations to a close;
coffec is announced to the lords of creation, and then,
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in most cases, the sexes again assemble ; some of the
gentlemen, it is true, love to linger with their beloved
bottles, but most of the youngsters, and all sober-
minded men, quit at the earliest summons to join the
ladies ; some solely for the ladies’ sake, some to avoid
a debauch, some to escape the host’s commands of
fill! fill! and drink! drink! “drink deeper still!”
and some to propitiate Cupid and Hymen. In the
evenings of a dinner-day at Fverton, on the reassem-
bling of the sexes in the drawing-room, the employ-
ments and occupations of host, hostess, and guests,
are most diffusely diversified. On the removal of the
coffee service, music is frequently introduced, to
which, perhaps, some few lend an attentive ear; but
the generality are more inclined to loquacity—the
gentlemen, moved by the powerful potations they
have taken, the ladies by instinct; and, it is well
known, your lovers of loquacity are little solicitous to
enjoy the “concord of sweet sounds.” The charms
and delights of music, therefore, on the evenings of
such days, are but too often “wasted on the desert
air:” but not so the tactics of flirtation; its ma-
neeuvres are regularly performed; whilst inflexible
prudes look on and darken their lovely features
with cold, constrained, and solemn airs, generally
masking their real wishes and desires with fictitious
frowns.

Cupid is often very busy on such evenings; he
delights to keep up a brisk fire on the hearts of the
young, aye, and pours volleys of darts into the bosoms
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of the more aged, who have retired from the temple
of Bacchus to visit the shrine of Venus.

Affianced lovers will often, on such occasions, steal
the opportunity to whisper certain tender sentences ;
half-formed attachments wax stronger, and bashful-
ness inclines to grow bold; for wine works strange
metamorphoses in a bashful lover’s brain; it is, indeed,
generally found that the bottle can give courage to
the faint heart, and eloquence to the timid tongue;
therefore, let young ladies take good note, and bear
well in mind, that as “in vino veritas,” so may they
expect to hear the unadorned and honest truth, from
the lips of their admirers, on the evening of a dinner-
day.

It only now remains to sum up the ways of ending
a dinner-party’s amusements at Everton, by stating,
that sometimes a merry dance ends a merry day.

To the list of the in-door amusements and recreative
employments of the gentry of Everton, must be added
the game of billiards—billiard-tables being now esta-
blished in many private houses at Iiverton. To this
game may be added those of chess, trou-madam, baga-
telle, draughts, backgammon, and others. Many a
fascinating fair one of the township, by adroitly en-
gaging her husband, brother, or other relative of. the
roving sex, in games at backgammon, cribbage, pic-
quet, &c., keeps forging fresh links for that chain of
blandishments with which she binds the strongly-
inclined-to-be rover to  Home, sweet home.”

These remarks on the manners, customs, &c., of



A SKETCH. 151

the people of Everton, must now be brought to a
close, by stating that there are many families in the
township devoted to serious studies and pursuits;
the members of such families frequently meet in a
neighbourly and friendly manner. At such meetings,
time is generally employed in rational conversation,
in mutual intercourse of sentiment, and in pious,
learned, or moral discussions: the younger members
find advantage and amusement in putting together
dissected maps; playing with moral conversation cards;
providing for the charitable bazaars; constructing
fanciful toys and useful nick-nacks, wherewith the
saloons of the wealthy are embellished; and lastly,
though not least in importance, in listening to the
wisdom of their elders,—in which occupations the utile
and the dulce are nicely blended. These, and many
other employments of a similar nature, offer high
advantages -and enjoyments, as well as pastime and
pleasure, pure and satisfactory, to the moral and well
instructed children of the township.

If this copious section, -now brought to a close,
need further apology or defence, it must be briefly
made in the poet’s words, who states that—*¢ the pro-
per study of mankind is man.”
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this view, the reader is invited to accompany the
author in his travel over the township of Everton, or
rather over the map, which is affixed to this work.

The outline of the map above alluded to was con-
structed about forty years ago, that is, in or about the
year 1790, and is now presented, with many altera-
tions' and amendments, and in a far more explicit
shape. This map is not introduced or recommended
to the reader on account of its possessing any peculiar
accuracy beyond other maps; for, indeed, it is owned
that, of all the maps of Everton which have yet been
drawn up, the palm must be yielded to the one pub-
lished by Mr. Sherwood, in the year 1821. Mr.
Sherwood’s valuable map of the township is a masterly
work, and, in a great degree, free from fault; yet the
omission of the measurements of the enclosures of
gardens, &c., &c., may be deemed a defect of some
importance. But it is preferred to introduce the
ground-work of the map of 1790 into this work,
principally, because it affords the opportunity, by such
a line of reference, to shew the manifold and great
changes which a few years have brought about in the
property and appearance of the township.

Having already given, from the most authentic
records extant, a brief outline of the soil and seign-
oragé of Everton, from the earliest periods to the
present time, a closer and more comprehensive view
will now be taken, in which the several and separate
properties, or localities, of the township will be
minutely and expansively examined; a view not
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merely and solely descriptive, but which will embrace
and connect minute description with diffuse observa-
tion; a sort df analysis, as it were, of both matter and
mankind in Everton: the reader may, therefore, ex-
pect to find his walk over the township plenteously
strewed with remarks, pertinent and appropriate to
the subjects discussed.

In the histories of empires, the most celebrated
figurantes, and the most prominent national transac-
tions only, can be placed; but in a local historical
essay, there is room to exhibit a-great part of the
community separately and individually; where
events, however humble, are. seldom deemed devoid
of interest: it is therefore intended to graft on the
descriptive context, numerous and brief biographical
sketches,—connecting the bhiographical matter, as ap-
propriately as possible, with the several localities, as
they pass under consideration.

‘When youth are instructed in the art of drawing,
they are taught, in delineating the human face, to
divide the visage into sections, by which, correctness
and intimacy with the subject in hand are amply and
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