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0On 5 March 1985, Alan Robinson, the
referee of our FA Cup fifth-round tie,
blew for a handball outside the Park
End penalty area by Ipswich Town’s Paul
Cooper.

The ball was placed inside the D and
Kevin Sheedy stroked the ball past
Cooper’s right hand while the referee
was still organising the defensive wall.
Much to Peter Reid’s disgust, Sheedy’s
haste resulted in a retake. No matter,
the Republic of Ireland international
nonchalantly curled the ball with his
famous left foot into the opposite
corner.

The goal epitomised the Toffees’
number 11's set-piece talent and was
referenced in the title of his memoir:

So Good | Did It Twice. In the mid-1980s,
whenever a free-kick was awarded near
the opponent’s penalty box, a primal
chant of ‘Sheedy, Sheedy’ would swell
up, accompanied by feet stamping

on the Bullens and Gwladys Street
floorboards. In fact, Sheedy scored
relatively few direct free-kicks at
Goodison, but one fine example was a
strike at the Park End against West Ham
United in May 1989.

We asked supporters to put forward
their best free-kick goals seen at
Goodison. Here’s a selection.
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Trevor Ross rescued a point for the
Toffees with four minutes to go when
smashing the ball home from 20 yards,
past David Harvey of Leeds United in
December 1978. That same season,
Billy Wright produced a 35-yarder at
the Park End against a Bristol City
team that had a certain Joe Royle at
centre-forward. Sadly, Wright's effort,
which was described by match reporter
Charles Lambert as ‘stupendous’, had
to play second fiddle to a hat-trick from
Andy King.

Blues of a more recent vintage may
cherish the memory of Mikel Arteta’s
long-range strike against Hull City in
March 2010, which flew into the roof

of the Gwladys Street net. Four years
later, Belgian forward Kevin Mirallas
curled in a beauty against Norwich City
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at the same end and then bettered
it with a pearler against Aston Villa a
month later.

Last season, Andre Gomes' delightful
curler against Crystal Palace ensured
progression to the fourth round of the
FA Cup and this season, Ashley Young
became the Club’s oldest goalscorer
when netting at the Park End in a 4-0
defeat of Wolves. Back in 1966, the
world witnessed two Brazilian free-kick
goals at Goodison against Bulgaria.
Pele scored at the Street End from just
outside the D, but Garrincha went one
better with a superb outside-of-the-
foot strike at the Park End. So, with two
matches to go at Goodison Park, there
remains time for another set-piece net
buster. Now, can we still name Leighton
Baines on the subs’ bench?!




