
GREAT GOODISON HEADERS
By Simon Hart

“Gray’s there again! Oh I say… another great header!” 
It was 40 years ago this weekend that the BBC’s 
Match of the Day cameras came to Goodison Park 
and commentator John Motson delivered his excited 
response to the second of two magnificent Andy Gray 
headers.

Goodison has a cherished history of headed goals and 
Gray’s pair, just four minutes apart in a 4-1 victory for 
Howard Kendall’s champions-elect over Sunderland, are 
among the most fondly remembered of all.

Gray himself considers them two of the finest he 
scored. For the first, the forward dived full length to 
reach Peter Reid’s powerful ball from the right, and the 
second followed Trevor Steven’s inswinging cross from 
the other flank.

There is something about the Gwladys Street End 
and Scottish strikers! It was in April 2005 that Duncan 
Ferguson stooped to meet a Mikel Arteta free-kick 
and earn a crucial 1-0 win over Manchester United in 
Everton’s pursuit of Champions League qualification. 
By a sweet coincidence, another Ferguson header had 
beaten United by that same scoreline 10 years before.

Of course, Big Dunc’s first Everton goal was a header 
in the Merseyside derby at the same end earlier in that 
1994/95 season, when he rose to connect with Andy 
Hinchcliffe’s corner. And it was the Gwladys Street 
goal into which he powered the third of his three goals 
against Bolton Wanderers in 1997 – to complete the 
Premier League’s first hat-trick of headers.

Everton have long been blessed with forwards with 
prodigious aerial powers. Fittingly, the goal which took 
Dixie Dean to the top of his 60-goal mountain – against 
Arsenal on 5 May 1928 – was a header at the Park End. Dave Hickson would later fly, quiff-first, to connect with 

Tommy Eglington’s crosses in the 1950s. Into the ‘60s, and 
Alex Young was known for his ability to hang in the air – as 
proved when he climbed high to head the only goal against 
title-rivals Spurs in April 1963. A decade on, Bob Latchford 
excelled at finding space to meet crosses and it is worth 
revisiting his goal past Stoke City’s Peter Shilton in 1976/77 
for one of his signature diving efforts at the near post.

As Tim Cahill later showed, it is not just big forwards who 
have sustained this particular Goodison tradition – and 
defenders have played their part, too. Indeed, a photo of 
centre-back Mike Lyons’ goal against Leeds United in 1974 
– for which he dived almost horizontally to reach the ball 
just ahead of Norman Hunter’s swinging boot – adorned a 
wall at Bellefield for many years, giving teenage recruits a 
lesson about the level of commitment required to become 
an Everton player.
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■ ‘The Cannonball Kid’ Dave Hickson, so 
called because of his heading ability

■ Duncan Ferguson nets a trademark 
header against Manchester United


