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bOODISON
CUP GLORY

By Paul McParlan

Everton have played 206 FA Cup ties at Goodison Park, creating
so many fantastic memories along the way.

The first-ever tie here was against West Bromwich Albion

on 14 January 1893. A crowd of 23,867 watched Everton win
4-1, with goals from Alan Maxwell, Alex Latta, Fred Geary and
Edgar Chadwick. The Toffees were drawn at home for the next
three rounds and reached their first-ever FA Cup final which
ended in a 1-0 defeat to Wolverhampton Wanderers. They had
progressed beyond the first round only once before.

The Blues' biggest Goodison FA Cup win was against our
Merseyside neighbours Southport, then of the Third Division
North, on 28 February 1931.

The two teams had never met in League or FA Cup football
before and interest in the game was huge, with Southport
supporters snapping up their allocation of 3,000 seats and
many more swelling the terraces. The Sandgrounders were
that season’s giant killers, beating First Division Blackpool
and Second Division Bradford Park Avenue to progress

to the quarter-final. Due to the wintry conditions, there

was some doubt that the fixture would go ahead, especially
when it started snowing again two hours before kick-off, but
the referee, Mr W Harper, deemed the pitch fit to play on.
Nevertheless, he had to toss the coin four times before kick-
off until it eventually landed evenly on the sludgy surface at
which point the whole crowd burst into an enthusiastic roar.
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S M Dixie Dean shows the power of his heading as hé scores one of his fou;

goals in Everton's 9-1 win against Southport on 28 February 1931
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[t was a match too far for the visitors on the snow-covered
mud bath. A crowd of 45,647 saw Everton surge to a 7-0 lead
inside 42 minutes, the most they have scored in the first half
of an FA Cup tie. In the second period, Archie Waterson replied
for Southport (he ended the season with 311eague goals,
which is still their club record) but Everton responded by
adding two more to make the final score 9-1, with four goals
from Dixie Dean, two each from Ted Critchley and Jimmy Dunn
and one from Tommy Johnson. The Liverpool Echo noted
that, ‘The Blues were in deadly shooting form’; the Lancashire
Evening Post wrote that Southport were ‘overwhelmed in the
mud’. At that time, it was also a record-winning score for a
quarter-final tie.

[t was the second time in eight weeks that the Blues had
scored nine goals. On 27 December 1930 they beat Plymouth
Argyle 9-1, with Dean grabbing four again! The Blues scored an
incredible 90 goals in 23 games at Goodison that season, in all
competitions.

Everton’s biggest-ever FA Cup win was the 11-2 mauling of
Derby County in 1890 - but our home ground at the time was
Anfield. Strangely enough, that was the only FA Cup game we
everwon there.




