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THE FIRST MERSEYSIDE DERBY

AT GOODISON

By Jamie Yates

The most recent WSL Merseyside derby saw not only
a well-earned 1-0 win for Everton Women, but the
gathering of 10 members of a very special Everton-
related family at Goodison Park.

lan and Bill Murray are great grandsons of one of the
first real icons of Everton Football Club, George Farmer,
who starred for Everton at Anfield in the 1880s. For the
WSL derby in November, lan and Bill were joined by their
children and grandchildren who enjoyed the match

and an opportunity to have their picture taken on the
edge of the pitch where their famous ancestor graced
just once, in opposition colours, three weeks after the
stadium opened on 20 September 1892.

The eighth game of football at Everton’s new ground
saw, arguably, the first Merseyside derby played

there. The Everton Combination team (the Reserves)
welcomed the first team of Liverpool Caledonians,
ateam based at Woodcroft Park in Wavertree. The
Callies’ half-back line was made up of three very
familiar faces, much-loved former Evertonians Dan
Kirkwood, Charlie Parry and Farmer. In goal was another
ex-Toffee, John Whitehead, who would later play for the
newly-formed Liverpool club. Before a crowd of 2,000,
the Everton side dominated, winning 4-0 with goals
from Paddy Gordon, Bernard Coyle, Duncan McLaren
and George Smith.

Up until this point, Everton’s main local rivals had been
Bootle, and, to a lesser extent, Stanley, who played
just a stone’s throw away at Walton Stiles. The Stanley club
was all but defunct by the time Everton moved to Goodison,
and Bootle would make only one
appearance there, a 1-1draw
on Boxing Day 1892, before
going out of business
the following summer.
Professional football
was still inits infancy
and clubs were prone
to over-ambition
and financial turmoil.
Liverpool Caledonians
themselves went the
way of numerous clubs
in the era when they
folded in December 1892.
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The inaugural Everton versus Liverpool derby match at
Goodison Park, the first Football League encounter

between the sides, did not take place until 13 October 1893,
Everton running out 3-0 winners. Everton’s Combination
team had met Liverpool once before, in the 1893 Liverpool
Senior Cup Final, held at Bootle’s Hawthorne Road ground - a
fractious encounter which Liverpool won 1-0 with an angrily-
contested penalty kick. Everton protested the result and
Liverpool were not awarded the trophy until the Liverpool
Football Association met and adjudged the result would
stand. The infamous ‘split’ from Anfield was still fresh in the
minds of opposing parties, and relations between the two
clubs would take some time to simmer down... if they ever
really did!

After 133 years, Merseyside derby history at Goodison Park
is set to end tonight. If only the walls and girders of the old
ground could talk, the stories she could tell.
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