
HENRY HARTLEY’S  
PARK END STAND
By Rob Sawyer

Goodison Park is indelibly linked to 
Scottish engineer and architect 
Archibald Leitch, so the contribution of 
a Merseysider called Henry Hartley is 
easily overlooked.

Hartley designed the first of Goodison 
Park’s double-decker stands; the 
original Park End building which gave 85 
years of service. 

In 1905, the Club’s Directors were 
seeking to make enhancements to 
the ground they had constructed in 
1892. Hartley made a presentation for 
a new stand, the Stanley Park End (or 
South Stand, as it was dubbed), with an 
expected cost of £3,000. The design 
had a terrace for 11,000 fans at ground 
level, with the upper deck seating 3,500. 
Admission was sixpence for the terrace 
and one shilling for the seats.

The Board minutes noted that the 
ironwork in the stand was to be painted 
blue, white and cream and construction 
got under way in May 1907, once the 
football season had concluded.

The scheme was compromised by the 
proximity of Goodison Avenue’s houses. 
The pitch was moved slightly to the 
north to create space but, nonetheless, 

a small indentation had to be made in 
the rear of the new building. There was 
some difficulty in getting the plans 
signed off by the City Surveyor, with 
construction issues including flooding 
in the basements of those Goodison 
Avenue properties. At the peak of the 
construction effort, more than 500 
workmen were simultaneously engaged.

The terrace was debuted in a 
pre-season practice match, and the 
stand was put into full use for the visit 
of Manchester City on 7 September 
1907. It would be dwarfed just two 
years later by Leitch’s Goodison Road 

stand, followed by the new Bullens 
Road stand in 1926 and the extended 
Gwladys Street 12 years after that. 

In its later years, the Park End 
became the default location for away 
supporters and was host to Goodison’s 
first electronic scoreboard, installed in 
the early 1970s.

In 1978, the covered area of the 
terrace was sealed off due to 
concerns about the wooden flooring. It 
became the last part of the ground to 
retain a standing area, until demolition 
commenced early in 1994.

Famously, the last-day dogfight with 
Wimbledon saw an open end to the 
ground with supporters perched in 
trees in Stanley Park to gain a vantage 
point! The new £3million single-tier 
stand was erected quickly and in use 
early in the 1994/95 season.

The old Park End may have lacked the 
striking appearance of Goodison’s 
other stands, but it has its place in the 
venerable ground’s history – it was at 
this end that Dixie Dean headed home 
his 60th League goal of the 1927/28 
season.
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■ Park End stand, circa 1989

■ Park End stand, circa 1990


