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GWLADYS THE GREAT

By Rob Sawyer

On this epochal day, as we bid a heart-
wrenching farewell to our cherished home,
it’s only right to reflect on the beating
matchday heart of this venerable stadium,
a wall of supporters who, Howard Kendall
would claim, could suck the ball into the net
- the Gwladys Street End.

Gwladys Street (a Welsh spelling, reflecting
the nationality of the builders) pre-dated
the Toffees’ move from Anfield, but its name
became synonymous with the Blues and is
enshrined in football folklore. What started
out as simple banking in 1892, was partly
covered with a fairly rudimentary roof, some
of which blew off in a 1910 gale. To its west
was the mission hall which morphed into St
Luke’s church hall, now the matchday home
of the Heritage Society.

Twenty years after being first mooted,

a stand expansion project, which
necessitated the demolition of the houses
on the south side of the street, was forged

ahead under Archibald Leitch. Advances in
fabrication methods meant the balcony
frontage did not require the crisscross
truss design seen on Leitch’s two adjacent
stands.

In full use by January 1938, the Street End
confirmed Goodison as the pioneering four-
sided ‘double-decker’ stadium. It was given
the royal seal of approval when King George
VI and Queen Elizabeth visited that same
year. Soon, the Gwladys denizens witnessed
true School of Science football played

by title-winners Lawton, Jones, Mercer,
Sagar et al. Parts of the Gwladys Street
concourses were rented out as wartime
storage space to raise funds, while a 1940
Luftwaffe bombing raid caused some
damage.

The famous Boys’ Pen was moved to the
east corner of the terrace in the late 1950s.
The distinctive curves behind the goals —
an anti-hooliganism measure — appeared in
1963/64. An improved roof was introduced in
1987, by which point the famous Littlewoods

Clockin the Church corner had been
replaced by a more modest digital version.
In the wake of the Taylor Report, the last
match of standing in the Gwladys Street was
on 4 May 1991. Appropriately, Tony Cottee
obliged with a winning goal against Luton
Town at that end. Seats were then installed;
gone forever were the trademark surges, but
Street Enders still know how to celebrate a
pivotal goal; just ask Barry Horne, Dominic
Calvert-Lewin, James Tarkowski... or even
Tony Hibbert!

Externally, the brickwork has been covered
with printed screens depicting Kendall,
after whom the stand was posthumously
named. Advertising which once obscured
the balcony frontage has been removed so
we can see itin all its glory, complemented
by 1878s” magnificent banners, unfurled as
the siren precedes the drum intro of Z-Cars
and arrival of the Boys in Blue. Let’s savour
that spine-tingling feeling, one more time.
Although we're leaving the Gwladys, it will
never leave us.
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