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By Sarah Deboe

For decades, Evertonians have expressed their identity
through creativity and quick wit, making their voices heard
with bold banners and flags. These aren’t just pieces of fabric
- they’re snapshots of a moment, symbols of defiance,
humour, and pride.

They have consistently captured the spirit of the fanbase
and the city. Some have been so memorable they’ve become
part of Everton folklore, their messages echoing across
decades and carried into the 21st century.

What sets these creations apart is their authenticity.
They’re made by fans, for fans, born of a shared connection
to the Club. The cheeky “Hand it Over, Liverpool” banner of
the 1980s, the iconic 1970s mantra “EVERTON ARE MAGIC”,
messages of support for the Hillsborough justice campaign,
personal messages to individual players; these displays have
transcended their time. They remind us of who we are, what
we stand for, and why the Club means so much to so many.

But banners and flags aren’t just about nostalgia - they have
ajob to do. A strong display can rally the players and wake up
the terraces. They can carry the energy of the fans straight
onto the pitch, and what makes these displays so special

is their authenticity. They are not driven by commercial
interests but by the grassroots passion of fans who see
themselves as custodians of Everton’s identity.
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In recent years, Evertonians have revived this visual culture,
ensuring it remains alive and relevant. Fan-led efforts have
made banners and displays a key part of matchday again,
reminding us of how formidable Goodison can be, and the
heritage it holds. It’s proof that no matter how football
evolves, Everton’s fanbase remains rooted in its traditions
while finding new ways to express itself.

As we approach the end of the Goodison Park era, these
traditions take on even greater meaning. For generations

of Evertonians, Goodison isn't just a football ground - it’s a
lifelong companion, a place where memories were made and
identities shaped. Moving to a new stadium is an exciting
opportunity, but it’s also an emotional shift.

That's why it’s crucial to carry forward these traditions.

The banners, the flags, and the creativity that make up our
terrace culture need to make the journey with us. They’re not
just decorations - they’re symbols of who we are. As we step
into the next chapter, we can ensure Everton’s identity stays
visible, vibrant, and impossible to ignore.

Official Matchday Programme




