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SAMUEL BOLTON ASHWORTH

By Jamie Yates

Goodison Park can claim several
historic ‘firsts’. A lesser-known example
occurred in 1905 when Everton’s
Directors formally commissioned a
member of the Men’s Senior Team
squad to submit blueprints for an
extension to the Goodison Road stand
atthe Gwladys Street corner.

Samuel Bolton Ashworth was born

11 March 1877 in Fenton, Stoke-on-
Trent. He signed for Stoke in 1901 and
made 39 appearances before joining
Manchester City in the summer of 1903.
City finished First Division runners-up
and won the 1904 FA Cup, Ashworth
making his farewell appearance for the
club in the final at the Crystal Palace
against his middle-namesake, Bolton. A
brief spell at Reading followed before he
joined Everton later that year.

Ashworth made only 11 appearances
for the Blues, but was involved in some
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B Manchester City’s FA Cup-winning team 1904: (back row, from left) J. Pa
E. Hulton (Chairman), J. E. Chapman, G. Madders; (second row, from left) Tom Maley (Secretary and

manager), Jack Hillman, George Livingstone, Johnny McMahon, Tommy Hynd, Billy Gillespie, L. W. Furness,
J. Broad, (Trainer); (third row, from left) Frank Booth, Sammy Frost, Billy Meredith (Captain), Sam
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memorable matches, including 5-1
Goodison victories over Nottingham
Forest and Notts County and a 5-5
draw at Sheffield Wednesday, where
half-back Walter Abbott took over
in goal after an injury to Billy Scott.

rlby, C. H. Waterhouse,

Ashworth; (front row, from left), Sandy Turnbull and Herbert Burgess

Famous Welsh goalkeeper Leigh Roose,
ateammate of Ashworth’s at Stoke,
was recruited as cover for the injured
Scott, and the former Potters played
together four times. (For the Boxing Day
meeting with Manchester City, Roose
was selected to play, but failed to turn
up and the match kicked off in thick

fog with full-back Jack Crelley in goal
for10-man Everton. A frantic search
was launched to locate Billy Scott, who
eventually took over between the posts
after 12 minutes).

Remaining an amateur throughout

his football career, Ashworth
simultaneously ran a successful
architectural firm in Stoke. At a Board
meeting on 7 April 1905, the Everton
Directors discussed engaging Ashworth
to design an office block and wall to
enclose the Goodison Park perimeter
atthe St Luke’s Church corner. Notes
from subsequent meetings reveal that
he was paid £20 (equivalent to about
£3,000 today) for the drawings he
submitted. Itis unclear whether any of
them were actually used.

Ashworth the footballer departed
Everton in October 1905 to sign for
Burslem Port Vale. Ashworth the
architect contributed to the design of
several high-profile municipal buildings
in his hometown and remained active
in football in later years as a director
at Stoke. Like many footballers of his
generation, he saw active service in the
Great War. Joining the Royal Garrison
Artillery in 1915 alongside former
Everton striker Bert Banks, Ashworth
rose to the rank of 2nd Lieutenant.

Samuel Bolton Ashworth passed away
on 30 December 1925, aged 48, and was
buried at Fenton Cemetery. With the
new Everton Stadium on the horizon,
literally and figuratively, it is fascinating
to imagine what he would make of Dan
Meis” work.
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