Words // Paul Owens

Itis a question that has sparked debate for decades:
‘Who would you choose to play for an all-time United
Kingdom XI?’ With so much incredible talent to
choose from, excruciatingly difficult decisions
would need to be made all over the pitch.

When it comes to wha would play in goal, three
men would tend to dominate conversations - Gordon
Banks, England’s 1966 World Cup winner; Neville
Southall, widely recognised as the world’s greatest
goalkeeper in the 1980s; and the colossal Pat
Jennings, who gained 119 caps for Northern Ireland
and spent 13 years with today’s visitors before
crossing north London in1977.

Tellingly, they are the only British keepers to winthe
prestigious Football Writers’ Player of the Year Award
- with Southall the last custodian
to receive the honour, in 1985, some
12 years after Jennings had been
rewarded for a fabulous personal
campaign, in which he lifted the 1973
League Cup. A year earlier, Banks
had also been the football writers’
choice, thanks mainly to his heroics
in helping Stoke City win the same
competition.

In many people’s eyes, Southall’s
save from Marc Falco in April
1985 went a long way to securing
Everton’s first league title in 15 years. With the Blues
leading 2-1late on at White Hart Lane, Falco powered
in a header from six yards that Southall somehow
managed to turn over the bar. The goalkeeper’s
typically modest reaction to all the fuss was that the
forward had headed it straight at him. He hadn’t.

In 1986, both Jennings and Banks briefly joined
Southall on Merseyside - a goalkeeping triumvirate
of the very highest order!

In March, with the injured Southall ruled out for
the rest of the season, Howard Kendall persuaded
Jennings, by then aged 40, to sign on an emergency
deal as cover for Bobby Mimms. That summer, after
he’d travelled to Wembley with Everton for the FA Cup
final and made three appearances at the World Cup
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In 1986, Pat Jennings (left) and Gordon Banks
joined Neville Southall at Everton

in Mexico, Jennings hung up his gloves and
brought the curtain down on-a remarkable
career.

Banks’ short-term role at Everton was
that of goalkeeping coach following the departure of
Alan Kelly Senior. Having worked hard with Banks at
Bellefield and got himself back to full fitness, Southall
returned to the side against Watford in late October
1986.

Against the Hornets, he made a stupendous save
from a dumbfounded Falco to match the famous one
he’d made from the former Spurs striker 18 months
earlier.

The following spring, Everton were crowned
champions for a second time in three seasons, with
Southall conceding just six goals in the final 12 league
outings, including eight clean sheets.

So, about that team. Who's your pick for between
the posts?
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