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On a cold and foggy January night
in 1918, Everton’s Tommy Fleetwood
answered a knock at his door. The
visitor identified himself as George
Anderson, a star forward in the
Manchester United line-up, and was
invited inside.

Acting as an intermediary for
unidentified businessmen, and a few
susceptible players, he had come with
an offer that he hoped Fleetwood and
his Everton colleagues couldn’t refuse.

The following Tuesday, Anderson
and a nameless associate turned up
at Goodison, where they met again
with Fleetwood plus Jimmy Galt. The
players were expected to influence
the outcome of the forthcoming away
fixture at Blackpool, to allow the home
team to win-or at least draw the game.

Ironically, Anderson himself had
been in this position before but
took the opposite stance during the
Division One final run-in at Easter 1915,
turning down a hefty incentive, offered to ensure a
Manchester United defeat against Liverpool at Old
Trafford. The subsequent investigation, in which
Anderson testified against the conspirators, resulted
in the prosecution and conviction of four Liverpool
players and three from United. All were given lifetime
bans from football.

Despite the severity of the punishment, here was
Anderson, three years later, acting as a front for
unidentified monied crooks, offering bribes to Everton
players.

Later that week, Fleetwood was handed a
letter written and signed by Anderson inviting the
co-operation of other players. Fleetwood was handed
£20 (worth £1,5600 today) the following evening, with
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a further £20 due after the desired
result. Fleetwood and Gaultimmediately
reported the approach to Club secretary
Will Cuff, who, in turn, informed the
Everton Board. The facts were passed
to the President of the League and the
Chairman of the FA.

Meanwhile, the reaction of the
Everton players was emphatic. Anderson
and his unidentified confederate looked
on aghast from the terraces as Blackpool
were defeated 7-2 (Gault scoring four).
After the match Anderson demanded
the return of his £20, to which Fleetwood refused.
Undaunted and now desperate, Anderson promised
that if any of the Everton players desired to ‘arrange’
a future match, he would willingly supply the money.

The chairman of the FA ordered an enquiry on
the following Wednesday in Manchester, where the
Everton chairman, secretary Cuff, Fleetwood and
Gault were requested to give evidence. It transpired
that Anderson had already attempted to bribe United
players to fix a game against Burnley at Old Trafford on
29 December 1917.

Anderson was arrested and sentenced to eight
months injail. The £20 attempted bribe for Fleetwood
was handed over by the Everton Board to the Fund for
the Assistance of British Prisoners of War in Germany.
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