Words // Richie Gillham

Jack, Tom, Willie and Louis Page
constituted one of Merseyside’s
most remarkable sporting
dynasties. Their careers spanned
top-flight football, international
English baseball, and, in Louis’s
case, legendary status at Burnley,
where he is the joint fifth-highest
goalscorer in their history.

Everton, however, sits at the
centre of their story, providing
the platform for three of the four
brothers, and anchoring their
legacy firmly in Liverpool’s sporting
culture.

John Jack’ Page, born in Liverpool in 1886, was
the eldest brother and the first to make his mark at
Goodison Park. Joining Everton in 1913, he made nine
Football League appearances and one in the FA Cup
as a reliable defender before and after the First World
War. Military service interrupted his progress, but he
returned for the 1919/20 season before moving to
Cardiff City. Jack also represented England at baseball
in 1921 and 1922.

Tom Page followed Jack to Everton in 1913. He made
seven First Division appearances as a centre-forward,
scoring twice, including a debut goal in a 2-0 win over
Middlesbrough in October 1913. His last Everton match,
away to Spurs in November 1913, coincided with his
brother Jack’s debut. After leaving Goodison Park, Tom
enjoyed a Football League career with Stoke City and
Port Vale. In baseball, Tom debuted for England in 1923
and became national captain in 1927.

Willie Page, born in Kirkdale in 18986, played as an
inside-forward for South Liverpool, Rochdale, Port
Vale, Cardiff City and Northampton Town. Though his
football career was modest compared to his brothers,
he earned England baseball honours in 1923, debuting
alongside Tom.

The youngest of the quartet, Louis Page, began his
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The formidable Page brothers

footballingjourney at St. Alexander’s School in Bootle,
playing centre-forward for the Liverpool Schoolboys’
team of 1912713. That side reached the English
Schools’ Championship fifth round, playing a replay at
Goodison Park, narrowly losing 2-1.

Louis later represented Lancashire in an England
trial match and played for Everton’s youth and
Lancashire League sides before moving into senior
football. His career took him to Stoke City and
Northampton Town, but it was at Turf Moor where
he became a star, scoring 111 league goals in 248
Clarets appearances. He earned seven England
caps, all alongside his good friend Dixie Dean. Louis
subsequently played for Manchester United and Port
Vale before becoming player-manager of Yeovil &
Petters United in 1933, retiring after winning a treble
in the 1934/35 season. In baseball, Louis represented
England eight times, captaining the side five times.

Together, the Page brothers formed a unique
Merseyside sporting family and the most prolific
household in British Baseball history. Their story was
recorded for posterity in Liverpool’s Sporting Pages,
written in 1991 by Louis’s daughter Phil - a fervent
Evertonian who was married to Tranmere Rovers
footballer Pat Jackson.
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