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is of little consequence, the result is unimportant.” 
That apparent disinterest didn’t stop him picking a 
full-strength team!

Dave Sexton, meanwhile, had injuries to Eddie 
McCreadie, Charlie Cooke, John Dempsey and Tommy 
Baldwin, but he was able to select Keith Weller, his new 
£100,000 signing from Millwall.

In front of a crowd of 43,547 at Stamford Bridge, 
Chelsea paraded the FA Cup before the kick-off – the 
Toffees had left the Championship trophy back at 
Goodison Park. A further sideshow was provided by 
Evertonian Radio 1 disc jockey Ed Stewart, who had to 
present Peter Osgood with a magazine ‘Striker of the 
Year’ award!

When the play got under way, Everton deservedly 
edged a 2-1 win in a highly-physical encounter, 
completely belying Catterick’s pre-match casual 
approach. Match reports bemoaned the physicality on 
display, from Ron Harris and Keith Newton, in particular, 
with regard to their treatment of wingers Weller and 
Whittle.

The game was shown on Match of the Day and a 
couple of weeks later the sides drew 2-2 in a League 
game at Stamford Bridge. Everton would finish a dismal 
14th in the table in 1970/71, with Chelsea sixth. The 
Londoners did, however, lift the European Cup Winners’ 
Cup the following May in Athens – where, ironically, 
Everton’s European Cup campaign had floundered 
against Panathinaikos.

Everton and Chelsea met in the 1970 Charity Shield 
in a game that was billed as a friendly but later 
criticised for its physicality.

The annual showdown between the League 
champions and the FA Cup winners was played at 
Stamford Bridge in August 1970 – with Wembley not 
used until four years later.

Everton had majestically strolled to the 1969/70 
First Division title and Chelsea emerged victorious 
from a replayed, colossal and, at times, downright 
vicious FA Cup final against Leeds to lift the trophy for 
the first time.

The Sunday prior to the Charity Shield had seen 
Everton in Ireland, where they played Shamrock Rovers 
and beat them 4-2 thanks to goals from Alan Ball, Joe 
Royle, Alan Whittle and Keith Newton.

As for Chelsea, their pre-season tour of Holland 
was a bit of a disappointment, with two defeats and a 
draw from three games played, though a 1-1 outcome 
at Ajax was commendable given Johan Cruyff, Johan 
Neeskens and Ruud Krol all played.

The Charity Shield provided a rapid reunion for six 
of England’s 1970 World Cup squad. Peter Osgood and 
Peter Bonetti had joined Tommy Wright, Keith Newton, 
Brian Labone and Alan Ball as Sir Alf Ramsey’s Three 
Lions fell at the quarter-final stage in Mexico.

Everton’s public approach to the Charity Shield 
was made clear by Harry Catterick, who declared, 
“The match is just another pre-season friendly and 

NO CHARITY IN
BRIDGE BATTLE


