
H E R I TA G E  S O C I E T Y

efcheritagesociety.com@evertonheritage

E V E R T O N F C . C O M  	 4 1

E V E R T O N

A 1-1 draw was played out in the Anfield return – a 
game that produced an attendance well over what the 
ground could safely accommodate.

However, the most consequential pairing of the two 
came at Villa Park, for the first ever all-Merseyside 
FA Cup semi-final. Everton were not going to have a 
repeat of the previous season’s last-four loss and they 
beat Liverpool 2-0, with goals from Harold Hardman 
and Walter Abbott.

The final at Crystal Palace pitted the Blues against 
the reigning League champions, Newcastle United. 
More than 75,000 witnessed a tight encounter with 
a solitary goal from Sandy Young sufficient to win the 
Cup. The scenes that welcomed Everton home were 
like nothing the city had seen before. Thousands lined 
the route to Goodison, all desperate for a glimpse of 
their heroes and the trophy.

To bring the two biggest prizes in football back to 
the environs of Liverpool was an epic feat. The eyes 
of the footballing world were now fixed on the great 
port city. This was a feat that would not be repeated 
by another city until 1956, when Manchester claimed 
the two coveted pieces of silverware.

The legacy of the 1905/06 season is felt today. It 
firmly pinned the city on the footballing map, as well 
as helping to forge the foundations of the future 
successes of both clubs.

The waft of Bovril and tobacco smoke in the air.
A sea of flat caps on the terraces, from which the 
odd shout of encouragement was heard – along with 
occasional expletives aimed towards the referee or 
an underperforming player. Football at the turn of 
the 20th century was an evolving entity.

The 1905/06 season was a tale of two acts: 
Everton’s path to the Holy Grail of the FA Cup final 
and newly-promoted Liverpool’s ascendence to the 
summit of the First Division.

Everton were seen as top challengers for honours, 
having missed out on the previous league title by a 
solitary point and seeing an FA Cup journey ended at 
the semi-final stage.

The Toffees’ 1905/06 league form stuttered and 
was a shadow of the previous season. They finished in 
11th place, but the glory of the FA Cup for the very first 
time was on the horizon.

Liverpool’s start to the season was gradual. By the 
middle of December they were top; a position they 
moved from only briefly, finishing the campaign as 
champions.

As is the case today, the Merseyside derby was 
charged with pride. Everton entertained Liverpool in 
the September fixture and won 4-2.
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