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he had made his league debut. In March 1987, he joined 
Manchester City on loan and returned to Goodison to 
play for City on 2 May.

A win would have sealed the title for Everton, while 
a defeat could have relegated their opponents. A 0-0 
draw meant neither happened, although it merely 
delayed the inevitable outcome for both sides. By the 
end of the campaign, Langley had collected a league 
winner’s medal with Everton and had been relegated 
with Manchester City. It was a unique double!

He later moved to Birmingham City before returning 
to Wigan Athletic, where he made a club-record 317 
appearances for the Latics.

Kevin Langley was a talented footballer who was 
integral to our 1986/87 title win at a time when the 
side was decimated by injuries. Kendall later reflected 
Langley had “virtually everything that is required to 
make a top-class footballer”, but sadly his Everton 
career was over before it had really started.

Kevin Langley’s Everton league career totalled 
only 16 games, but he played a massive part in 
helping the Blues to lift their ninth top-flight 
league title in 1986/87. He also achieved the rare 
distinction of winning the league with one club 
and being relegated with another in the same 
season!

Howard Kendall signed Langley from Third 
Division Wigan Athletic in the summer of 1986 for 
£120,000.

The manager believed the 22-year-old 
midfielder could, with time, develop into a 
top-flight player at Everton, but with Peter Reid 
and Paul Bracewell out with long-term injuries, 
Langley was handed a first-team role perhaps 
earlier than he had anticipated – or than his 
manager had intended.

The midfielder made his debut in the Charity 
Shield against Liverpool at Wembley and produced a 
creditable performance in a 1-1 draw. Langley then 
started the next 16 games and helped to ensure 
Everton remained in contention at the top of the table.

Being asked to replace Peter Reid in midfield was a 
big challenge, but initially Langley impressed with his 
passing ability and he also scored against Sheffield 
Wednesday and Oxford United. One of his best games 
was against Manchester United, his delicate chip 
setting up Adrian Heath for Everton’s final goal in a 
3-1 win.

Unfortunately, his confidence and form deserted 
him quite quickly and he was never the same player. In 
hindsight, he needed a break from first-team action, 
but the manager had no alternative option.  

Langley was substituted on 74 minutes in the home 
Merseyside derby in November 1986 and it would be 
his last appearance for Everton, three months after 
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