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Words // Rob Sawyer

John ‘Jack’ Jones, who had spells with today’s
two sides, can be considered the unluckiest
member of the Everton’s squad for the 1938/39
campaign. He’d been a regular in the previous
years but lost his place at the start of that
title-winning season and didn’t feature once...

Born in 1913, and raised in Bromborough, Jones
started his playing days with Bebington Boys and
Ellesmere Port Town, before being picked up by the
Toffees at the dawn of the 1930s. He made his debut
in the first team against Leeds United in April 1933.

Acquitting himself well, he enjoyed a run of five
consecutive games. Competition for full-back places
was tough, though, with Billy Cook, George Jackson,
Ben Williams and Warney Creswell in the mix. Jones
returned to the first team in January 1935 for the epic
FA Cup fourth round clash with Sunderland. The 1-1
draw at Roker Park as followed by an end-to-end thriller
at Goodison, ending 6-4 in the Toffees’ favour.

For the next three seasons, Jones was firmly
established as the Club’s first-choice left-back, taking
his appearance tally to 108, but he lost out to Norman
Greenhalgh when the 1938/39 season got under way.

Greenhalgh would be an ever-present that season,
and Jones had to content himself with reserve-team
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football, while the first team won the league. A small
consolation was selection, with Cliff Britton and
George Jackson, for an FA party tour of South Africa
in the summer of 1939. Jones remained on Merseyside
during the Second World War, making 50 wartime
appearances for the Blues, also guesting for Tranmere
Rovers, Wrexham and Liverpool.

After the war, he joined Sunderland, hoping to enjoy
first-team football again: He settled well in the city,
which perhaps reminded him of Liverpool, with its
rich maritime history and a football stadium that bore
the trademark Leitch flourishes. The Wearside club
would play a significant role in the rest of his life. After
making 31 appearances for the Rokerites, he suffered a
cruciate knee ligament injury and retired from playing.
Joining the backroom staff, Jones rose to the role of
assistant trainer to the first team.

Ina 1991 interview for the Official Matchday
Programme, he reeled off names of the outstanding
players he coached at Sunderland, including Ivor
Broadis, Roy Daniel, Jim Baxter, Charlie Fleming and
Billy Bingham. And then there was Len Shackleton, of
whom he said: ‘Shackleton had incredible skill, and if he
had harnessed it to teamwork, Sunderland would have
been world-beaters’.

Jones also had a job at Sunderland Royal Infirmary
as a porter, before switching to working as an operating
theatre technician, prior to his retirement in 1978. His
wife, meanwhile, ran a confectionery/tobacconist shop
close to Roker Park. Jones passed away in 1995.
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